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Globe-Democrat National Serv-
ice 

MEMPHIS, TENN. - Much 
of the courtroom drama in the 
James Earl Ray trial starting 
Tuesday will be shaped by the 
personalities of the four major 

\ participants. They are: 

rincipais Gar 
in Rsiy 

The defendant, a 30-year-old 
escaped convict accused of as-
sassinating the civil rights lead-
er, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., here last April 4. 
The judge, a courtly but strict 

60-year-old former criminal law-
yer. 
The prosecutor, a tough but 

quiet district attorney given to 
understatement. 
Defense counsel, an aggres-

sive father-and-son team from 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Here are thumbnail sketches 

of them: 

JAMES EARL RAY was born 
March, 1928, in Alton, Ill., one 
of 10 children. His father, an un-
skilled laborer, died before Ray 
entered school. 

A ft e r completing the 10th 
grade, "I just didn't want to go 
to school any more," Ray once 
explained. He went to work in a 
shoe f a c t o r y for 77-cents an 
hour, but was laid off, and in 
1945 joined the army. 

Ray's b r o t h e r, John Larry 
Ray, a St. Louis bar-owner, said 
Ray was a 'hard worker," but 
that the army "c h a n g e d 'his 
whole outlook on life." 

"After he c a me back, he 
drank, and he didn't believe in 
working," the younger Ray ex-
plained. 

HOWEVER, AN ALTON po-
lice official disagreed: 
"I remember Ray as a dirty-

neck, the kind of criminal who 
gets into trouble, and hates and 
has no respect for the law." 
Ray spent two years in the 

army, mostly in West Germany, 
He was discharged in 1948 be-
cause of "ineptness and lack f 
ad&iiiL3''to mi1itary'sTev., 

iceJ'The discharge stmmedin . THE PRESIDING--JUE in 
part from a court-martial con- an expected six-week trial is W. 
viction for drunkenness and re-
sisting arrest. He was sentenced 
to three months' hard labor. 
He then began a.. career of 

petty crime marked by bungling 
and failure. His first criminal 
conviction came in 1949, when, 
ip fleeing from police'who sus-
e c t e d him of attempting to 

Jeal a typewriter, he dropped 
hs identification card. 
He received a suspended sen-

.tence, and explained to the pro-
bation oficer, "I guess I had 
some beers, or something." 

In 1952 he was jailed for two 
years for an $11 robbery of a 
t a x i -c a b driver. He was cap-
tured when he turned into a 
d e a d -e n d alley. After his re-
lease, he went to Kansas City, 
Mo., where he was sentenced to 
three to nine years for forging 
money orders. Released in 1958, 
in 1959 he was convicted in St. 
Louis of holding up a grocery. 

AS HE WAS BEING led out to 
serve a 20-year term he tried to 
escape by jumping down an ele-
vator shaft, but was caught. 

In Missouri State Penitentiary 
he unsuccessfully tried to es-
cape twice. He was sent to a 
mental hospital, and also spent 
time in maximum jail security. 
His third escape try April 23, 
1967, succeeded. 
The state p r i s o n warden 

called Ray a "constant discipli-
nary problem," but otherwise 
an "innocuous character" who 
seemed to work alone. 

All published reports indicate 
that Ray avoided serious vio-
lence and harbored no particu-
lar dislike of Negroes. A prison 
psychiatrist has said Ray was 
"severely neurotic," and contin-
ually worried that he was going 
to be harmed. . 

Preston B a t t 1 e, an old-world-
type lawyer from a well-known 
former Virginia family. 
Gray-haired and soft-spoken, 

Judge B a t t I e was born and 
reared in Memphis, son of a 
• cotton-seed broker  in a city 
where cotton is, according to 
the Chamber of Commerce, 
"still king." 
He attended Washington and 

Lee University, went to Mem-
phis Law S c h o o I, and after 
being admitted to the bar in 
1933, worked as an assistant dis-
trict attorney in Shelby County 
(Memphis) until 1945. As assist-
ant district attorney Battle 
handled thousands of criminal 
cases. V 

Battle entered private prac-
ti c e in 1945, specializing in 
criminal law, and quickly be-
coming one of the city's half-
doz'n most accomplished trial 
Iwyers. 

In 1959 Battle won a local btr 
association primary to be jude 
of the Shelby County C i r c u it 
Court. The governor made the 
appointment. 
He believes the U.S. Supreme 

Court has perhaps gone "too, 
far" in expanding the rights of 
suspected criminals. 

"I predict that there will be a 
swing back," he declared. 

* * * 

SHELBY COUNTY District 
Attorney General Phil M. Can-, 
ale is a quiet-spoken, heavy-set 
man who, as a law school stu-
dent, "was not particularly in-
terested in the criminal law." 
Born in Memphis' in 1917, he 

graduated from N o t r e Dame 
University a n d attended Van-
derbilt Law School before being 
drafted as an Air Force private 
in World War II. 
He finished his legal educa-

tion at night at Southern Law 
University, Memphis, after the 
war, then joined his father and 
bthernprivatecticai 
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