
I. 0. 4182 
4-20-68 

C IL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBERY 

WANTED BY FBI 
JAMES EARL RAY 

ALIASES: Eric Starvo Gait, W. C. Herron. Harvey Lawmyer, James McBride, James 0'Conner, James Walton, James Walyon, John Willard, Jim" 

Photographs taken 1960 Photograph taken 1968 
(eyes drawn by artist) 

DESCRIPTION 

FBI No. 405,942 C 

16 M 9 U 000 12 

M 4W 101 

AGE: 40, born March 10, 1928, Alton, Illinois 
HEIGHT: 510" EYES: bl ue 
WEGHT: 163 to 174 pounds COMPLEXION: medium 
BUILD: median RACE: white 
HAIR: brown, possibly cut short NATIONALITY: American 
OCCUPATIONS: baker, color matcher, laborer 
SCARS AND MARKS: small scar on center of forehead and small scar on 

palm at right hand 
REMARKS: noticeably protruding left ear; reportedly is a lone wolf; 

allegedly attended dance instruction school; has reportedly 
completed course in bartending 

CRIMINAL RECORD 
Ray has been convicted at burglary, robbery, forging U. S. Postal Money 
Orders, armed robbery, and operating motor vehicle without owner's 
consent. 

CAUTION 
RAY IS SOUGHT IN CONNECTION WITH A MURDER WHEREIN THE 
VICTIM WAS SHOT. CONSIDER ARMED AND EXTREMELY DAN-
GEROUS. 

A Federal warrant was issued on April 17, 1968, at Birmingham, Alabama, charging Ray as Eric Starve Gait with conspiring to interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen ( Title 18, U. S. 
Code, Section 241). A Federal warrant was also issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri, charging Ray with Interstate Flight to Avoid Confinement for the crime of Robbery (Title 18, 
U. S. Cede, Section 1073). 

I YOU HAVE RIFORMATION CONCERNING THIS KRSOK PlEASE CONTACT YOUR LOCAL FBI OFFICE. 
TELEPHO* NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES Of ALL FBI OFFICES LISTED ON BACK. 
Identification Order 4182 
April 20, 1968 

Director 
Federal rao of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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BY THE 

FBI 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

INTERSTATE FLIGHT = ROBBERY 

JAMES EARL INAY FBI No. 405,942 G 

Photographs taken 1960 Photograph taken 1968 
(eyes drawn by artist) 

Aliases ErR Starvo G1t, V Hjron I1are James MiBridc James O 'oirner, James 
W/'l ton , J a in e s, W a,14 on . John WV1 ard, ' 41 

DESCRIPTION 
Age: 
H eight: 

Build: 

Hair Brown, possibly cut short 
:Occupations: Baker, color matcher, laborer 

40, born Máich"10,t 1928; at Qiir' cy Or Alton, Illinois (not sipported by birth'. tèdrds) 
5' 10" 
163 to i74:pounts 
Medium 

Eyes: 
Complexion: 
Race: 
N ationil 

Blue 
Mecliuin 
White 
America 

Scars and Marks: Small scar on center of forehead and small scar on palm of right hand 

Remarks: Noticeably protruding left ear; reportedly is a lone wolf; allegedly attended dance instruction 
school; has reportedly completed course in bartending. 

Fingerprint Classification: 16 M 9 U 000 12  

M4WIOI 

CRIMINAL RECORD 
Ray has been convicted of burglary, robbery, forging U. S. Postal Money Orders, armedL robbery, and 
operating motor vehicle withoutowner's consent. 

CAUTION 
RAY IS SOUGHT IN CONNECTION WITH A MURDER WHEREIN THE VICTIM WAS SHOT. CONSIDER 
ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS 

A Federal warrant was issued on April 17, 1968, at Birmingham, Alabama, charging Ray as Eric Starvo 

Gait with conspiring to interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen (Title 18, U S Code, Section 
241). A Federal warrant was also issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri, charging Ray with 
Interstate Flight to Avoid Confi$ement for the crime of Robbery ( Title , U. S. Code, Section 1073). 

IF YOU HAVE ANY IN FORMATION CONCERNING THIS PERSON, PLEASE NOTIFY ME OR CONTACT YOUR 
LOCAL FBI OFFICE. TEL EPHOjE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES OF ALLI FBI OFFICES LISTED ON BACK. 

SEARCHED______ INDEXED 

SERI AUZED ..FILED - 

t 

DIREC TO 
FEDERAL'JREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

WASHINGTON, D C 20535 
TELEPHONE, NATIONAL 8-7117 
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APR  41968 
FBI —A. WASH 

DATE  / 

PACE 

THE ' Tl POST 

& 

  TEE 

L 

ThL',, ',.., : DAILY NEWS 

AMERICAN 

.2 

I 

OSBERY 
41S2 

JAM' S,'EARL'RAY 
ALIASES: Erie Star:, Cr': W. C Varran Hvrvnvl vn,n,e r JomsMck ,,do, I,fl'l",rnrrnr 

Pholog,aphs token 1960 Photograph lobe, 1968 
)eye, drown by 0:1:011 

FBI N. 405,9420 

16 H 9 1) 000 12 

H 4 W 101 

DESCRIPTION 
AGE: 40, lorn March 19. 1928. AIloi,,Uhtnoio 
HEIGHT: 510' EYED: Nb, 
WEIGHT: 16110174 poundS COMPLEXION: 1,46MM 
BUILD: median, RACE: while 
HAIR: Hrawn. possibly Cat 9h0r1 . NATIONALITY: AmnolcaM 
OCCUPATION A: boker, cola, onlINe,, liberal 
SCARE AND MARKS: small scar on center of breNdA and small scar as 

paine) night Nood 
REMARKS., noticeably prubruding left aMa: n94onIwdIy In a lone w6lP, 

allegedly otlOaded dance instruction school; has lnpaalndtp 
completed course in bartendiag 

CRIMINAL RECORD 
Hey has been Con-tad al burgla ry, robbery. 100gIni U. S. P01949 Mon,9 
Orders, armed nobbea,y. and operating IGlOO MeNials without nann?1 
consent 

CAUTION 
RAY IS SOUGHT IN CONNECTION NEON A MAROON WHEREIN THE 
VICTIM WAS SHOT. CONSIDER ARMED AND EXTREMELY DAM' 
DORSAl, 

A Federal weanunl was blAnd on Poll 17, 0968,09 NiolobogNan,, PlaNNeR, char5),8 Roy as Eric Sbarvo Dell With conspiring 10 interfere wilt, a CaoslilvIionEiIgtut of citizen (011Ie 5, 0. 1, 
Code, 00111w, 241). A Federal 001,581 was MISM mound on July 20, -1947, at Jefferson City, Missouri, charging Ray with lnts,,titw Flight to Avoid Confinement Sal Roe crime of Robbery Tlt6M 116 
U. S. Cod,, 20db, 15101. 

I YOU MANN INFORMATION COIICIENIIG NO MM P5*00 CONTACT TOIl LOCAL III OffICE. 
IWHC* NUM000S AND ABICISSUS OF ALL II OffiCES IlIUM CII AIMM 
ldnnlbficaliae Cad.: 4182 
Apail 20, 158 

Blonde, 
P86*1mb 0 u-RI IRV,001$UOI 
Washington, 0. C. 20531 

The latest FBI flyer on James E. Ray, alias Eric Starvo Gait. 

PRINT-BY-PRINT PROCESS  

FBI Assembles an 
By JEREMIAH O'LEARY 

Star Staff Writer 

The FBI's identification of 
James Earl Ray as a suspect 
in the slaying of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. was a sort of 
needle-in-the-haystack opera-
tion combining intuition with 
highly advanced scientific cri-
minology techniques. 
The key decision was to con-

centrate the resources of the 
FBI Identification Division on 
the existing files of known fu-
gitives. - These contain com-
plete sets of fingerprints of 
53,000 fugitives among 187 mil-
lion sets of prints in the FBI 
files. 
Possessing only latent and 

partial prints left behind in 
various places by the suspect, 
it was necessary for the ID 
experts to begin checking the 
530,000 single fingerprints in 
the fugitive file against the 
incomplete traces left behind 
by the murder suspect. - 

- The FBI will not say how 
màiwnrin n,In its possession 
are considered as solid evi-

dence, but in no case was 
there a complete impression of 
a hand and many of the prints 
were of palms or blurred sin-
gle fingers. The number of 
useful prints pobab1y did not 
exceed 10, including those re-
covered from the suspected 
murder weapon, and other 
items the killer is believed to 
have touched. 
Experts explained that if 

they had had the prints of all 
Ray's fingers, it would have 
been - possible to classify and 
identify them quickly. With 
the partial prints it had ob-
tained, the FBI decided it had 
to focus first on the fugitive 
file. 
By use of a standard elec-

tronic sorting device, he fugi-
tive prints were flushed out of 
the 187 million sets of points 
and the painstaking search 
egan. 
Complicating the task was 

the fact that the - suspect's 
prints did not reach the FBI 
all at once. 
Dr. King was shot to death 

Idealty-
on  April 4. The suspected rifle 
was found almost immediately 
nd was flown from -Memphis, 
Tenn. to the FBI crime labora-
tory here along with 68 other 
items of evidence. Only partial 
latent prints of a few fingers 
and a palm- were found on the 
rifle. More were found on a 
pair of binoculars believed to 
have been used by the 
sniper. Additional prints were 
found later on other undis-
closed items. - 

New evidence continued- - to 
turn up, including more finger-
prints as late as April 12. By 
noon of April 19 the FBI had 
identified the suspect pre-
viously identified as Eric 
Starvo Gait, alias John Willard 
and Harvey Lowmyer as in, 
reality an escaped convict 
named James Earl Ray. 
This quickly led to Ray's en-

tire criminal and mllit8y rec-
ord, his birthplace, his rela-
tives and much inforation 
about his habits, past )cupa-
tions and  leads about laees,. 
where he might take refge. 
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