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While at the Missouri State Peuitentiary NAY quis smeking.

| . .

RAY enjuyed tinkering with|weshanieal thiage, had
built an air-conditisnes out @% @é@ﬁ@ payrie $or his prisen
cell, and was handy in the repair of | vadied, paris fov whieh
he would obtain from the penitenbisry mpehine shep.

|

AEBY stated he weuld 4u o |#ay vrendey esisvance
to aid in the @@?@ur@ of RAY, "

BOBBY FRED ASHE, Misseuri Hinte Penitentiary &
01562, knew JAMES EARL HAY at the penitentinyy but wie net
too well acquajnied with him, He st8ted ne one W@@ijéli »
acquainted with RAY ag he way & gquisd individual. Me never
knew RAY to express strong opiniony en any Subjeet, jneludieg
racial matters, dnd he never heard of & bouaty mewbidued in
connection with Dr. MAWRTIN LUTHER ¥Ilg,

ASHE did not feel that RAYV wag invelved &%Q%h®
sale of amphetamines or "piils’', e¢ 4p operhie ov play ie
poker games, %

JOSEPH BLUER AUSYIN sdvised ha i 60 yebws of age
and he knew JAMES| EARL, HAY for abeut ©§ mowkhe dueing 1988,
He and RAY robbed\a supsrugriet at Alen, fllineig, whieh was
the only score they pulled together. | e sliimed RAY pheated
him, AUSTIN, of hgs part of the Lot from the robbewy,

AUSTIR @ag unAware that RAY| had ssoaped fren prisom
;gNéhat he was being sought ih the slbying of De, VARTEIN LUTHER
L % l

) LENTE BAYSOND DOWOA is an inmite of the Cobb Cownty
Jail, Marietta, Geowpis, snd waig forimerly lncarcepnied at the
Missouri State Popitemtisry, Hows Agquainted with JAMES :
EARL BAY for spproxigmbtely thvee yeapy, DOWDA wag the ehief
cook at the prison during this time and DAY worked as |a bread

|

slieer, |

. He deseribed BAY 58 sn svid peader whe partieipated
in softhall gamsg se & piteber wnd would wateh alld the bageball
gamee at the prigon. : : .

a 1ean | . | | e
: o In lgﬁﬁﬂ & group of Bisck Muslims petitioned for the
right to have their own religisus serviess and 5 subsequent
| |
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JOHN\KENNETH HURTIT is an
State Penitentiary, having number 7
in the same haill at the Missouri 951
JAMES EARL RAY| for two or three wed
RAY and knows Tfsno close associate

RAY was always "planning

does not know who helped RAY escape
did help hinm,
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He never heard RAY mentig
of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, nor did
from RAY to indicate one way or the
toward the Negro race.

In réturn for sending abg
a stationery campany under the pret
‘paper, all done at the direction of
given clgarette5|1n return by RAY £
feat. RAY was!always talking abouf

5502

cate %@nltentiary
ks .
s of R/&Ye

» in April 1967,

stationery company, and it is this
RAY said lived in Kansas City. 7Th
he believes was PEPPER; The paper
asked RAY abouf dellvery RAY told
delivered dlrectly to RAY. :

HURTT further*adv1sed th
"COOLEY's Organization' and he has
State Penitentiary for ﬁhe past 15
no information [to 1nd1cao§ RAY was

of amphetamine in the penpitentiary.

. DONALD JOHNSON?\MlSS@url
inmate 19987, helieves that when he
during the 1960-1966 era hg believe

1nm¢te at the Mi
In 1966 h

wp was not

an escape" but H

n a bounty om th
he ever hear any
other his feeli

ut a2 $15 money o
ext of ordering
RAY, he (HURIT)
or accomplishin
the man who ow
person whom HUR
name it was di

ssouri
e celled

r as did

close to

[URTT

if anyone

e life
thing
ngs

rder to
sone

was

this
ed the

T thought -
ected to

never came and when he

im the paper wod

t he never heard
been in the Miss
years, He also
involved with t

State Penitemntia

was in the peni
he may have kn

1ld be

of
ouri
has
e sale .

ry
ﬁentiary
)Wn who

RAY was during that time buf was not associated or cqualnted

with him personally.

He réturned to the Missou
February 1967 and worked in the bre
in the early pdrt of the year and h
shift during the tlme RAY escaped.

He does' not know whether
aided RAY in hﬂs escape and he does
theory that Rﬁﬂ escaped in the . brea
to one of the prison farms.
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JORN EUGENE GAWRON, residing at 1807 South 1lth
Street, St. jouisy Missouri, was porn on |
Il

at Chicago, linois, and estimates that he has spent about L
45 years of

is life in penal institutions. L
ncy,

Paroled in 1954 to a Solldier‘'s Home, Qui; , .
Illinois, GAWRON became acquainted at a tavern 1n[Qu1ncy "
with LUCILLE RYAN who was separated from her husband, =
JERRY RAYNES. LUCILLE had a daughter named CAROL‘ then -
living with her, a son named JERRY, who was also living with*
her; a son na1ed FJIMMY (JAMES EARL RAY), who was then
serving a Federal sentence in the| U. S. Penltentlary, :
Leavenworth, kansaS° a son named [FRANKLIN DENNIS YNES, -
deceased; a dhughter named MELBA,| who was in a mental
hospital in Jacksonville 1111n01 3

daugnier named oUSAN,| who was in a Catholic
orphanage locpted at Alton, Illinpis; and a son named
JOHN (JACK), who was serving a sentence in the Illinois
State Penitentiary, Menard, Illinpis.

GAWRON, allegedly involyed in a burglary at Quincy,
Illinois, in 1956, had his parole| revoked and was| returned
to the Illinois;State Penitentiary, but in 1959 he escaped
from this 1ns¢1tut1on. After a few days, he went}to the
home of LUCILLE; RYAN (RAYNES) where her mother, RY MAHGR,
was operating a:rooming house, and GAWRON resided with o
LUCILLE at 19&3:Hickory9 St. Louis, Missouri.

During a pericd of sevepal months in 1959, he was .
closely associated with JAMES EARL RAY and taught him to be:
a burglar and\they went together on a number of b rglaries,"
estimated to pe twelve. They wer¢ committed outside St.
Louis in the northern part of Missouri, in Iowa, and in
Illinois. GAWRON taught JIMMY (JAMES EARL RAY) to always
wear gloves on any kind of a job,|and he was surprlsed that
he would now ga on any job w1thou _wearing gloves at the _
risk of leaving' fingerprints. ,

Together they spent a great deal of time, and in""
St. Louis they frequented & tavern known as Ruby'’ é Bar, later
known as the Haven Bayr, Lafayette Street, just west of 18th
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