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September, 1968, :
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A M ysterm Is Cleared Up——HeJZVas a Dzshwasher inl Ilmozs m 67 :

s SDeolal to The New York Times

. CHICAGO, Oct. 24—Informa-
- tlon supplied for a .magazine
. article by James Earl Ray, who
" 1s accused of murdering the
Rev, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,

has-app ly helped the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation to[=eep

trace Ray’s whereabouts during
two months of last -year.
- Ten days after he .escaped
from the Missouri State Prison
in April, 1967, Ray went to
work for a restauranrt in Win-
netka, in suburban Chicago, and.
stayed there for two months.
Early last August, Ray sup-
plied this information to Wil-
liam Bradford Huie, the Hart-
sell, Ala.,, author who has a
. contract to ‘write Ray's life

story.

Until Mr. Huxe went to Win-
. netka fo 'interview the owners
of the Indian Trail restaurant,
where Ray had worked in. May
and June of 1967, the F.B.I. had
apparently been unable to trace
the murder -suspect’s move-
ments although the F.B.I had
gaid it had 3,014 agents work-

g on the case.

Mrs. Harvey Clingeman, who
with her husband owns_the
" family-style restaurant in Win-
metka. said :that Mr. Huie had

1o ther-and-her-husband

: m early August of this year.
Until that time, she said, they

had no idea that the dlshwasher
and vegetable peeler they knew
as John L. Ryan, was James
Earl Ray.

After talking to Mr. Huie,
Mrs. Clingeman said that she
and her husband agreed to
the _discussion with Mr
Huie confidential. A
was spending so much money
on it,” she said, "

Mr. Huie has said that he|

made a down payment of $25,-
000 to Ray for his life story.
The money is being used as.a
deferise fund.

Although the restaurant own-
ers agreed to keep the discus-
sion confidential, Mrs. Clinge-
man said that she and her hus-
band felt that they should “tell
our local police about it.”

" Sometime later, F.B.I.-agents
came to rtalk to them, she said,
and they took with them the
canceled paychecks for the eight
weeks that Ray had worked at
the restaurant. The F.B.1, agents
came to see her and her hus-
band in .Jate August, Mrs
Clmgemlan said.

Mis, Clingeman said ithat Ray
was highly regarded as an em-
ploye, that he was meat, so-
ciable and. was a"-good worker.
She  said “it became obvious
after a few days'that he could

|handle a better—job-than_dish-|

washing and that she made him

“fiood -server," and ralsed this
pay from $103 a week to
$117.50 a week,

As a food server, his duties
included peeling vegehables and
helping fill orders from a steam
table.

The Indian Trall restaurant,
operated by the Clingemans for

rs,_specializes in “plain
home-cooked food” an
volume business.

No Racial Friction -
Working with Ray inr the
kitchen of the restaurant were
27 Negroes and four Filipinos,
said Mrs.. Clingeman, and there
was never any fnctlon between
Ray and them.

Mys. Clingeman sald that Ray
had wseveral telephone calls
duning June, 1967, while he
worked in the restaurant and
that a man came to the restau-
rant to see-him-in-late June._|

He quit on June 24 and in a
telephone call later told Mrs.
Clingeman that he had been
offered a job on a boat.

Months later, while he was
using the alias Eric Starvo
Galt, Ray told several landlords
that he had worked as a ship
hand.

Mrs. Clmgeman said that Ray
had a Social ‘Security number
and that: it apparently was a
valid one since there was no
communication from the Social

the Social Security payments
the restaurant made.

- When Ray was growing up in
southem Illinois and eastern
Missouri in the 1930’s, his fam-
ily sometimes used the name
Rayns and Ray had been en-
rolled in school at least once
under that name,

dian Trail restaurant on May
3, 1967. He escaped from the
Missouri State Penitentiary at
Jefferson City about April 23,
1967, while he was servmg 20
years for robbery. -

It is about 400 miles by high-
way from Jefferson City to Chi-
cago. Mrs. Clingeman said that
Ray had an injured foot when
he started work at the res-
taurant. .

Henry Johnson, a cook’
helper at the restaurant, said
he hadoften- drxven»Ray to_a]
bus stop near the restaurant
after they finished their day’s
work,

He said that Ray traveled
by bus and elevated train to his
apartment on' Chicago’s near
Northwest side.

Mr. Johnson, 61 years old,
said he had asked Ray several
times about his family and that
Ray had mentioned he had:a
sister, Otherwise, Mr. .Tohnson
said, Ray was vague or began

Security “Administration_about

Mnt other matters.

rs. Clingeman said that
Ray applied for a job-at-the In-|

He recalled, "It seemed to
me that Ray always was .read-
ing a newspaper, and. he al-
ways kept one in his locker.”

George Arco, a cook at the
restaurant, said Ray worked
with him much of the time, He
described-Ray as a good work-
er, who quickly obeyed instruc-
tions and said Ray always was
‘‘very neat.”

\*Ma i icle Due

A detalled account of Ray's
stay in Chicago and his work
at the restaurant in Winnetka
and his life in several other
cities during the months pre-
ceding the civil rights leader’s
assassination last April 3 in
Memphis, is scheduled to ap-
pear in Look magazine in the
issue to be published Tuesday.
The article was written by Mr.
Huie.

An agreement between Ray
nad Mr. Huie for the Alabama
‘author-to-write-Ray’s life_storylo

was flown ‘to Memphis - from| *
London, where he was arrested| -’
on June 10,

Ray was reported to have )

10,000-word manuscrlpt
early August.

ing in the publishing venture.|"

Huie could not be reached "
for commen i

Mr. Hanes said in a tele-|
phone interview that he could

attorney was held in contempt
of court last Sept. 30 by Judge
W. Preston Battle in Memphis
for discussing the 'Ray case
with two Memphis newspaper
reporters.

Judge Battle, a Tennessee
Criminal Court judge, is to pre-

scheduled to begm in Memphls .
on Nov: 12, e

U. of Paris Rejects Exams
Because of Mass Cheating

" PARIS, - (Reuters)—Students
wishing to study medicine at

have to take part of their en-
trance examinations again, be-
cause the university ruled all

papers void after many of the

. =

the University  of Paris will|

students -had cheated the ﬂrst
time.
"The dean of the medlcal fac-

date.

The exammatlons were part-
ly boycotted by students. Many
students outside the hall shout- |

ed answers through the wm-
dows ' o S J

K
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was s made last July‘after-Ray i

sent Mr. Huie a handwrittenf . -
inf .~

Mr. Huie and Ray’s attorney,| .-
Arthur J. Hanes of Birming-] "
ham, Ala., have been cooperat-| . -

not comment on the article. The| - -

side.-at Ray’s trial, "which " is| -

ulty set a new exammatwn



.,Cn;’;empt Hearing
Set for FBl Agent
In Earl Ray Case

MEMPHIS," Tenn. (AP)
George Bonebrake a seniof
Federal Bureau of Investigatio
fingerprint ekpert, has been or
dered to show cguse Dec. 6 why
he should not He held in cong

tempt for allegedly violating or§|
ders prohibiting out-of-coud
comments on the James Kaf
Ray case. [ !

Judge W. Preston Battle d&f

|
d
|

Shelby County |Criminal Cougt!
said yesterday it was imprac§-
cable to hold thé hearing befoge
Ray goes on tnial Nov. 12 f§r
murder in the| slaying of I.
Martin Luther King Jr.

Battle has isspied stringent gr-
ders sharply restricting discygs-
sion of the Ray case by anygn

P3 Battle earlief held Ray’s atfor-
{xey, a privatg investigator q
jhe defense apd two Mempgy.
pewspaper reporters in cp

. mpt of the pretrial order )
‘ i?i;cussmn of tl‘!e case. . j
C | ]‘ | " i
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AIRTEL
TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM: SAC, WFO (44-703)

MURKIN - COST DATA -

1968.

- WFO incurred no cost in t Fs case during Q7ober,‘

WFO will discontinue submitting cost.data airtel
_inasmuch as this matter is closed at WFO.

2 - Memwphis
(D- wro

ELT:acd;“
(3) =

AIRTEL
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‘Ray's new lawyer sifts |
assassination witnesses

B N

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (UPD |
— Percy Foreman, brought ,
8in at the last minute to de- !
tfend James Earl Ray, this !
fweek followed a slim) trail | -

iLuther King’s assassifjation
flo build his .defense for |
fRay’’ March frial. ,
& Ohly 20 names were left '
"|§o fhe tall Texas attorney
Dy [Arthur J. Hanes Sr.; the

& er mayor of Birming- |
#ham, Ala., sacked from the °
fdefense by, Ray, who is |
icharged with  the, ' snipeff !
slaying of King April 4. .
§ Foreman’s. first task in |

his biggest case was to teaqt .

Hanes’ strategy. of défense. |

Sources close to Hanes
said that strategy rested on
an attempt to prove- King
was assassinated not by
Ray, an ex-convict foiled in
all his crimes, but by men
who wanted King violently
murdered to touch off
swaves of racial rioting in
the United States.

FOREMAN refused com-
ment when asked | if he.
*gave any weight at all to
Hanes’ defense theory,
theory involving black mili
tant groups such as the Re?
volutionary Action Move-
ment and foreigners.

Ray formally hired Fore-
man Tuesday and Judge W.
Preston Battle of ' Shelby

ounty Criminal CouZ(

Branted a delay untl
March 3 for Ray’s murdgr | |
Lirial. B

)
DATE L//—// -6\f

PAGE ‘
| I‘
—— THE WASHINGTON POST
& TIMES HERALD

—— THE EVENING STAR

_ THE SUNDAY STAR

 graphically outlined part of

TP an awful fhing oo
thave to continue a case at |;
ithis time,” Battle said.
‘Ray’s trial was to have
started Tuesday.

‘‘But the defendant’s
right to counsel of his own
choice is guaranteed by the
Constitution. of the State of
Tennessee,” Battle said
rwhen he formally opened
‘the trial and minutes later
[recessed it until March, or
“perhaps later.

I- HANES, in count with
iRay, Foreman and the pro-
,secution, said the switch in |
-attorneys was only “a de-
laying tactic, pure . and |
wsimple,” and insisted he
[was ‘“ready to go to trial,
but my- client wanied & !
(delay.” ~
i . Ray’s brothers, J erry and
iJohn, ‘had  argued ".with
Jamwks “to hire Fordman
sinde June and were kitown |
o) be dissatisfied |with |
Ray's share of money “rom
fhis biographical articles.
written by author William
Bradford Huie in a ‘cop-
yrighted series in . Look
jmnagazine, .
; Hanes’ list of defense wit-
Imesses subpoenaed for trial
lbecame known after Tues-
lday’s brief court session
+held under the strictest po-
'lice security in American
"trial history.
. The list of witnesses

Hpnes’ defense plans.

. [The fired attorney was to
put on the- stand Solomon
Janes, a Memphis® fnerar

— THE WASHINGTGN DAILY NEWS

2/ WASHINGTON-AFRO AMERICA

N
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arllor employee, who drove

* fr [King the day the civii
: 1"ig ts leader was slain,

¢ JONES’ testimony, ac-
‘cording to sources close to
“Harles, would point to a
: ‘hooded man’ -Jones -said
. ‘he saw run ‘away from the
' back of a flophouse mo-
ments after the single shot
. struck King. ) . .
" It was the ‘same :flo-
! phouse the Justice Depart-
vment and FBI said Ray
holed up in to shoot King
from the window of a com-

'muhal bathroom.
he prosecution contends

. Ra alone planned the mur- .

d o
' _FOREMAN; who has rep-
,[rgsente\d_ such ‘“name” de-
fendants as Candy Mossler

and fired the shot.
4 L A}

r
{and Jack Ruby, has 1
days to prepare hiz casa,
dssuming ‘the trial begins
" as scheduled March 3. The
Houston attorney, claiming
-'onl.y,one loss m nearly 1,000
miurder cases, may want
more time than that.
Battle ordered him to re-
port to him by Dee. 12 whe-
ther he would be able to
come to trial in March.
Foreman inspected. .the
motel slaying site Tuesday |
and tfried to enter the flo-
phouse on South Main
Street, but was turned
away by the mwianager who
said the FBI and Memphis
police told him to deman:
lojsee a “gold badge” bel
wore letting aryone inspect
. fhe room Ray allegedi
Zused. .

DRSO = | ——reevey

— WASH. F. O.
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112/18/68

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM:  SAG, WFO (44-703) (RUC) |

MURKIN

EncloSéd for the Bureau jand Memphis is 04e
‘unk Without The Co

each of a document entitled "A
by ROBERT EARL BARNES,

The énclosure was made available to WFO

Kerox copy
mmections,"

v AUSA HAROLD

J. SULLIVAN on 12/16/68, who received it from BARNES, who is

currently confined to the Maryla

! State Penitent:
teen years for burglary. '

For information of Memphis, BARNES is a
St. louis-Washington, D.C. (WDC)|, area burglar wﬁ
in both jurisdictions resulted in convictions of

vy for fifsc

notorious

pge testimony
civilians and

police officers in connection with his widespread
activities. He served time in the Missouri Stat
allegedly during part of time JAMES EARL RAY was
furnished both reliable and unreliable informatio
in past, . '

burglary

;Penitentiary,
Ehere.'

He has
to the FBI

BARNES is still of interest to news med{
and in view of this enclosure being submitted for

3 - Bureau (Enc. 1)
2 = Memphis (Enc, 1)
(‘__fé‘-)- WFO

a, WDC area

information,

41-137-3677)

RIM:gbk
(7)
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Re *Qui$v511e alrtel dated A/ 1165, ne c**y '
encloging for Duresu and Uemphis coples of FD-300s *evaﬁxﬂa
Information furnished on 4/18/88 and 4/16/48 by MPrs. JRSPER D,
WART as *c her knowledge of svanis ocquvr&wg ut the Lerraine

i

*ntel Hamphis, Wanaessea, &n 4;4ﬁ5a* wﬁ#ﬁ 4 o Ty LUTHE
WIive, J? HEE *Lriere : o

It 48 to be ﬂﬂt?ﬁ that *s*'ahﬁ z Mairan gouren
of the Leulsville Division snd during a cantaat ?i*h H&v o0
248/69, among other iﬁFcrmatiﬂﬁ rbﬁ fnrn&s&&d sﬁa ad riseq
. as fo i, owWs 1 : _ L

She has r&csatiy'iﬂa and from 2 zource, v%
‘ghe is not at 1% herty 4o dlsclesa rut who she eep5£~s
reliable, that rsporiedly A, CONTED was in Hemph
- Tennegsee, the night ,ﬁ..,Axiiﬁ 1UT&£A KINT, JW, wae
Suppesediy, OOATEZ, in tha cvwvaﬁy of two sthér TATEOT
id@ﬂtitiﬁg not known to Meg, TARD, flew io ﬁamﬁ%is,.

3 - Suresu ) ﬂ R
- mmh,.,.{fg»‘; 1Ga7y e
- *g;rw {aend , R .
umddruﬁ ! ; - o '
': - 1IC=A8TFY Ay RV Y ﬁlé—/ 70
1 R 1{,“1\ i"w:?i ‘ N ' © | SEARCHED, 72, INDEXED........ 2o,
A f« Yioredsane ¥ N sgmauz;%z,, v e
VoA - R A ER|101969

k‘f@J

|
{
[
g

|
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LS 44-547

from W&shing?ev,.ﬁ. C., In ﬁ@hqeﬁiiﬂﬂ w&ﬁh the garbag& ktrike
turmail. The three Individuale mey have arrived in Yemghis
several days bafore 4/4/68, and supposedly were part of[the = .
Bmliftants® aih@; thaﬁAﬁr. ﬁ&&?:ﬁ‘nv“hn“ KI&M, Jﬁ.’s ?ﬁasaful :
pretesters, ' ‘

E sirs, ¢ ﬂdﬁ rommgwtad har s@urcﬁ, 3 tall&nr hgr of the
-shove, iﬁfartau the source @may fael the. reyarted presence o
of CONTEY in emphis, Teanssses, on the date Dy, KING, [NE
was ¥illed may in some way He comected with the rﬁﬁwn% publighad
statamﬁﬁi of Reverend JAMES BEVEL that DEVEL hes iﬁsﬁtﬁﬁiiﬁﬂ ‘ ‘
to thre effect that Up, KING, Ji. was ast murdered by Jﬁz CEARL

- RAY,  Nes. TAAD statas, howevar, ﬁh?t she ﬁn& 3 1@1% iz %ﬁrﬂ -

‘5pecvlatlnn oty har souTe t‘ “3rt*

) fnformation of M "ﬂhia,'it is noted ih&i JABES R.
bgT;wL is ﬁuvrgatl & Very aantwav&rsial f*gur@ in iﬁnlgvillé,
Kentucky. He has been in §ail in isudsville since &fifyu ,
undsr a varietﬁ aof charges. EZ”“Pi came fo Loulsvil 3|ff@ﬁ
Washinglon, D. C., on ﬁ!ﬁﬁf{g anyd was » leading 53 Q&k%? i3 _

& Wegre ra!l? in the Yest Snd of Louisville on- ﬁfﬁ?/ﬁ after
 which rioting and 1@£tiﬁﬂ‘%ruP*@ 4n Louigviile, and emwtiabnd

for the next several days, CCATEZ has Teceivad much news

piblicity since b&iﬂg in Lauisvglle and s of censiderghle |
inter=s% 1o losal authorities as he wes the only reported

“outgidar® who had soy leading ¢ part iﬁ @wemtﬁ Lea@irg 3D %@

fha Iaaisvillﬁ diggrd&rﬁ. - 4 . e

. ¢3? the fwvthﬁr isf«rm&*man ef paxﬁhi%, it ﬁ“ "o taé
g{ha% the & sbirq§$ﬂ Filald OFfice has adwisged Rmuiavillg &hat
L on h,lﬁfé - CORTEZ Wﬁlhftﬂr&iy'ﬁﬁﬁticf@d uashingfaﬁ Yia;d IR
' qlaimfug tﬁ b an. atguain ance of STOKRELY DA ”HrEL and o
o effilinted with the Student } anavaé&sﬁ* C@&r&z ting Comer ittee {:%C §

‘and volunteering to furnish information to nﬁsbiﬂQxaﬁfgi«Ad o
for a price, Thﬂr&aft@r, A saw@xal mccaﬁiaﬂw, CV?? # di" s
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| from h@ﬁ cencarnd oy ‘hi$ r@pa*t.,

furﬁiah ashinatoa Flald izfavwatian but C?Ti? diﬁ fut

aﬂviss

u&ﬁ%iﬁgtﬁﬂ Field af kis plan to come %o ieville In May of -
1669, and CLATEZ made no comtsct with L uf;m.»m, FBI wpon his

@:riya; 4_Hcviﬁv£}le.

IECTG% PIELD FF E:

l' 'IGT . ’x‘ﬁ"z?‘zﬁr’f‘ﬁ. i 5: 3 G

?11? 3#?1@@ Lovisville. aﬂﬁ “Fﬁ%b & wﬁ@th&x @% &ét
b5

“wshiﬁgféﬁ Field 42 in soszession of gny information i

CORTEZ wase in zaﬂphis, ?&arésﬁae, arousd the time of tn

of Dr, MAATIN LUTHER KING, JR, If so, furnish u@u&&v&}
aqfu*ma*iﬁa regaxéimg'ffﬁ?f”’ ragartéd sativitiws there,
Cwith whethar or not such informetion could %e dissemning
reliebls local sutharitiss in the evnat ;nrui?y may be

THE MEE?HES “?ﬁw JON
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Aﬁ‘%hor Cited |

‘In Contempt
' On Ray Story

| MEMPHIS  (AP)—Criminal
'Court’ Judge W. Preston Battle
has cited author William Bard-
fford Huie for contempt of court,
and taken action fo prevent fur-
‘ther pretrial publicity on the:
{James Ear] Ray case.

Battle will hear the March3
trial of Ray, charged with mur-
dering Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., and has issued stringent or-
ders prohibiting pretrial pubhc1—

ty.

Huie, Ray’s biographer and
the recipient of a 20,000-word
manuscript written by Ray in
\jail, was arrested as he emerged
from an appearance before the
Shelby County grand jury in
*whlch he is reported to have
,'discussed the Ray papers.

I He posted $1,000 cash bond
pending a contempt trial. ‘

Battle turned down motions by
Ray’s defense that photographs |
ffor a national magazine be al-
lowed of the prisoner with the
royalties going toward the de-|;
fense. The judge said any pic-|,
tures will be taken by the sher-|:
iff’s department and distributed
to all news media.

f He also denied a defense mo-|.
tion that Huie be allowed to con- |1
ifer privately with Ray. in his|’
‘cell,

. Battle said he had asked Huie
not to publish a series of stories
. in Look magazine prior to the
itrial. He pointed out that two
istories ran last fall when Ray|
lwas scheduled for trial and
ia tifird is about to run. He said |,
‘he believes all violate the order
hmltmg pretrial discussioh of
jthe case. Hilie wrote tha /Ray
/was part of a conspiracy. ./ 4

Bl
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1 2/18/69

| AIRTEL

| TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-1987)
| FROM: SAG, WFO (44-703) (RUC)

| MIRKIN
| (CO:ME)

ReLSairtel to Bureau, 2/5/69,

Review of WFO files concerning JAMES R. CORTEZ}
| reveals no information to the effect that CORTEZ was in
Memphis, Tennessee, ‘at the time of the murder of Dr, MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR. CORTEZ telephonically contsdcted the WFG
4/10/68 and volunteered his assistance concerning STORELY

. CARMICHAEL and the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Commjttee
(sNce) . .

CORTEZ stated he arrived in WDC on Friday, 4/5/68,
after having called STOKELY CARMICHAEL earlier that wee
from Kansas City, Kansas, where he (CORTEZ) was living
(address not indicated), CORTEZ indicated previous empﬁ '
ment at Allis-Chalmers, Independence, Missouri, and indlcated
that he had an extensive arrest record., He described himself
as a petty thief who had been released from. Leaverworth
Penitentliary on 6/16/67, CORTEZ's FBI record (FBI number
4-395-670) indicates that in 1968 he resided at 1706 East
35th Street, Kansas City, Missouri., His occupation wag
'listed as a bricklayer. : ) ..

3 - Bureau’ -

2 - Memphis (44-1987) '
- Louisville (44- 947)(Info)

l WFQ

PEC:tab

s e I
- . 3 R P b i‘-_,"zga,’k /7/ —
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WFO 44-703 o -

In view of the above, no additional investigation |

is being conducted by WFO

" Leads at. Kansas City concernlng verification of

CORTEZ's presence within the Kansas City area is being
to the discretion of the 00,

Information copy of this commnication isrbé
furnished to Louisville in view of their interest in t]
case, :

left

LNg
'118
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3/25/69

AIRTEL

TO:  DIRECTOR, FBI (44-33861)

FROM: SAC, WFO (44-703) (P)

MURKING-
(00 :ME)

LEONARD E. DOYLE, R-(PROB) (protect), who has fur-

nished reliable infopmation in the past, advised on 3/24/69,
that Mrs. MARJORIE:XULEN, an employee of UPO, Washington, D.C.,
telephone 659-1100, extension 345 and & resident of 1%1§~
Ogden St., N.W., UDQ,,(Cromwell Apartments), telephong 291~
6320, telephonically contacted the Southern Christian!Leader~
ship Conference (SCLC), WDC Office on 3/24/69. She rgforted
that she had read in the paper in an article by‘lﬁggkANDERbON
about the FBI investigation of the assassination oﬂfDoctar
MARTIN LUTHER KING, and that she'has a leak" concefning same.
She told SCLC that she worked for RepresentativeCRI dER Hinth
Congressional District of Termessee and that n erou | amounts
of mail had arrived at” the Cofigressional Dffice whil employed’
there. One particular post card she explained caugh& her
attention and it was signed by a [J.. R./HWILLAR 3454
Chelsea Ave.lsﬁemghis, Tennessee.é She related that dhe recalled
each week WILLARD would send a card to trepresentative GRIDER's
office. The contents would always be along the same|theme,
that is that "ﬂagroes and Jews' were running the country,
that LBJ was giving the country to the Communist, and that
- "we will be waiting for you wnext election'. ULEN c sntinued
that when first recelving these cards, routing ansvers were

sent in reply and then later cards received were thrown in the
Searched .

3- bure&u. I' | , ﬂ T Smeﬁ;éigg%%ig
2%@MSM4BW)WW : ey gﬁ!ﬁ

@uro (1-170-735 Sub A) -(DOYLE)

WHH:cmr
N
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WFO 44-703

wastebasket. ‘She stated that the card always had a- sticker
on front stating *Communism killed KENNEDY'., ULEN related to
| SCLC that she 1s from Memphis, Tennessee, and said that| she

//gﬁecked the 1966 Memphis telephone directory and located a
| /Hillard  Division Electngyy: Storage Battery Company.and
Memphis Automotive Plant. 1isted for 3454 Chelsea Ave., %emﬁh;s,
Tennessee._ She continued that on the day” aite"thé“?imi i
assassination a WDC newspaper revealed a JOHN/WILLARD had

signed in a register book in a rooming house where JAMES EARL
RAY was staying and from where the fatal shot of KING was fired.
Subsequently and during the trial of RAY shé stated that ‘she
never again heard the name WILLARD mentioned. She contﬁnued
that on or about 4/6/68, she relephonically contacted the FBI
and related the above and that she was informed that th
Attorney General RAMSEY CLARK would be notified., A day]or two
later she contacted the United States Attorney General!

office telephonically and was told no information of that nature
had been forwarded to the Attorney General. She told th SCLC
that she had related the above matter to a Mr, BENTON, Director
of UPO and DENTON intimTated there was no love lost be#ween
Doctor KING and the FBI. She implied that she thought ‘hat the
FBI was covering the WILLARD aspect of the case for thi
reason, She sald that she was going to contact JACK ANBERSON
of the DREW PEARSON'S staff and give the information to him.
The SCLC office informed her not to give the 1nformatiol to
anyone at this time 8d if the SCLC pursued the matter it would
not want the newspapers involved in the matter before S 1.C
could check it out. .She agreed to this and SCLC told her it
would contact her later. She advised that she would co?perate
in any way possible and that she felt it was time she tpld
SCLC about it. She continued that two weeks ago former
representative GRIDER, now Legal Counsel, Carborendum Clrporation,
Niagara Falls, New Yprk, was in WDC, and she had lunch with
him. They discussed the matter of WILLARD . ‘again inclu&ing
the FBI's involvement and GRIDER stated somathlng was ”ﬁery
funmy'' about the whole thing. ;

Indices of WFO contain no record mf Mrs. MARJORIE
ULEN or Ja¥ R. WILLARD mentioned abOVe. A ’

-2~
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WFO 44-703

Memphis requested to advise of any information
regarding the above in order to facilitate handling by
WFO and in maintaining contact with source.

. Poy information, DOTLE is a paid staff mewder of
the V'DC SCt,c offies and w;u the vecipisnt of the telephone
call from Mrs, ULIN, He does not cantsmvlato tolltnf” othar
8CTG offlicials nbcat- the matters , :
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¢ Special toe The New York Times

| MEMPHIS, March 10 —
! James Earl Ray’s decision to
{ plead guilty to the murder of

J

King Jr. today leaves a num-
I| ber of unahswered questions.
Taken tpvether the major

answered do not prove a con-
spiracy in'the view .of some
1| investigators others,
ever, feel that some of the
. questions may necd more
explcying.

Onc. major question for
| which\no answer has been
! suggested is, who got a dup-
; licate drmer s license in Ala-

bama for| Ray in late Feb-
| | ruary, lgé
‘ lm October, 1967 using the
‘ fname Eric .Starvo Galt. On
g | Feb, 28, 1968, Ray, who was
still using the Galt alias, was
rin Los |Angeles taking a
course in the International
School of Bartending.

On that day, :someone.

!'Patrol driver’s license divi-
sion in Montgomery and
asked  that a duplicate of
| Galts driyer’s license be sent

to 2608 South Highlands Ave-
nue in
dress that Ray had used in
the Alabama city when he
was esta‘bhshmg his 1dent1ty
as Galt.

The duplicate, dnvers li-

mingham address on Feb. 28;

Tpe bill. and the 25 cents

elly by mail four days later.
Rly still was in California. -
In trying to cope with this

the Rev, Dr. Martin Luther

il questions Fhat have not been -

how-:

called the Alabama Highway

irmingham, the ad-

cense was mailéd to the.Bir-,
qlonv with a bill for 25 cents.

were returned to Montgom:,

W Puzzles Remain to Be Solved in Rayf‘i:‘%

question today, Tames Beas-
ley, an assistant Memphls
prosecutor, said “any friend”
could have received the li-
cense for Ray. But he said
“he had not identity f01 such
a friend
- The p\ secutors had an-
swers for® Xnany other queg-
tions: b

What about the police ra-
dio report.on the night of

-IDr. King’s murder that three
in a white Mustang-

men.
automobile, said. on the radio
to be Dr. King’s assassins,
who were speeding toward
lthe Navy, base northeast of

- Memphis- while firing pistol

shots at the occupants of a
blue automobile Wthh was
trailing them?

It was a prank, said Mem-
phis Attorney Geéneral P; M.
Canale. He sald that the
state knew the\identity of
two teen-age boys\who made
the broadcast bu flthat the
state does not haye suffi-
cient proof to bring’ them to
trial.

Where did Ray get the
$15,000 or more that he
spent during the year he was
free after escaping from the
Missouri State Pemtentlary
before Dr. King was killed?

Mr. Canale said that Ray
sent a larr\e\ amount of
money out

the .prison
before he esca\\d in" early
1967. The prosecitor refused

to say ‘how Ray got the-

money. But- there: was a re-
port from unofficial sources
that Ray.-had run 'a: drug
traffic while in the prison.
*In addition, Mr. Canale
said that. there was evidence
that Ray had committed sev-

eral robberies while fleeing

from authorities after he es-
caped.

How did Ray know that he
could gét a shot at Dr. King
frorg the $l-a-day rooming
house? !

Mr. Canal that Ray
did not know that ‘he could
get such a shot, but that the
state believed that Ray had
been trailing Dr. King for
several days.

“We believe that he recon-
noitered, cased the joint,”
Mr. Canale said.

What about Ray’s claim to
William Bradford Huie, the
Alabama author, who wrote
in Look magazine that Ray
had said that a blond Cuban
named Raoul had hired him
to smuggle unnamed items
into the United States and
later had apparently directed
him to kill Dr. King?

Mr. Camale said that the

Canadian police had found

no trace of a biond Cuban
along the Montreal water-
front where Ray had said he
met him. However, the pros-
ecutor said, there ,was evi-
dence that Ray had smuggled
narcotics from Canada into
the United States and smug-
gled jewelry either into or
from Mex1co

Why would Ray kil Dr.
King?

Mr.

Camale ; said, “Race

-played at least :some part in

it Ray’,
racist. .

- Although Missouri prison
authorities said that Ray did
not have a history in prison
of' being a racist, a former
inmate- at the prison said
that ~Ray- was constantly
making remarks against
“nigger§.” A Cahforma bar-

he 'said, was a

"had agreetséa drive to New

“dent.

tender said that in Jate 1967,
he heard Ray make slurring
remarks about Negrdes.

A barmaid and a bearded
California song writer, Rita
Rosas and her  brother
Charles Stein, said' that Ray

Orleans to pick up Mrs.
Rosas’s two children in De-
cember of 1967 if the two
of them would sig? a peti-
tion to get former"Alabama
Gov. George Wallace on the
California ballot for Presi-

Mr. Canale said jalso that
his investigators had picked
up evidence of Ray’s racist
activities but that jhe would
not disclose what ihey were.

How was,Ray able fo get a
passport in Canada and how
could he pick the names of
three Toronto residents whom

he couI pass for physically
to use a \

Mr. Can \,sald that the
state’s  investigation had

shown that “the grapevine”
in the Missouri State Prison
was such that Ray would
have known that it, was
easier to get a fraudilent
passport in Canada than in]
the United States. |

He™ said ‘that "the 'stafe
presumed that Ray -had read
birth notices in old Canadian;
néwspapers to - find the
names of real Toronto resi-
dents that he used

If Ray had Iearned from
the prison grapevme” how
to get a fraudulent ‘passport.
in Canada, he may also have.

learned from the sarfi\gource’
how to find name;\\old
newspapexs
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4L CONTARGE:
TS INQURY ONRAY

But High Officials Do Not
Believe There Is Evidence
of Conspiracy in Murder'

‘ ]

By JOHN HERBERS
Specldl to The New York Times B
WASHINGTON, March 10—

| TIn T theglays, | weeks ; and
imonths. 'Wing Dr. King's
ldeettm=on April 4, the Fedisal
JBurelau of Investigation and
iother Federal agencies mounted
a. massive internaticnal investi-

killer. One official said that in

gation in the search for the

exceeded any previous investi-
gation, even that into the

nedy in Dallas on Nov. \22, 1963.

today it was continuing its in-
vestigation into a possible con-
spiracy in the assassination of
the Rev. Dr.
King Jr.

High officials who have been
close to the case believe James
Earl Ray acted alone and there
fwas no conspiracy. But Dr.
King’s widow, Mrs. Coretta
King, and | his successor as
president of the Southern
Christian Leadership. Confer-

ence, the |Rev. Ralph David
‘, Abe_rnathy,‘]said they believed
there had ,bEe'n. :

After Ra

@/Iemphi's today and was sen-
lenced to

through a spokesman:
! “The in?estigation into the

N open.” | P

‘Do Not Have Evidence

It was learned through other
sources, however, that although!
the possibility of a conspiracy
had not been dismissed and
indeed that the investigation
would continue, Federal of-
ficials do| not have evidence
to show that Ray was hired to
kill Dr. King or that he plotted|

Martin  Luther|

pleaded guilty tol!
dia state charge of murder inj

9 years in prison,|
the Justice Department saidwy

[conspiracy allegation is still|

((;o/»"él'x/{ed From Page’l, Col. 7
|'find any evidence.”

'|* This is true, it was éexplained,
even though at one point the
F.B.I. actually charged a con-|
spiracy. On April 17, the F.B:I.
in Birmingham, Ala., filed ‘a
warrant against Eric Starvo
Galt, one of Ray’s aliases,
tharging that on March 29,
1968, he “and an individual
whom he':alleged to be his
brother entered ‘into a con-
spiracy which coptinued until
on of .about April 5, 1968, to
injure, oppress, threaten or
Jintimidate - Martin . Luther
King Jr.”” in his right to travel
freely from state to state.

Rights Law Invoked’

The charge, brought under
an 1870 civil rights law, was
based on an investigation: that
“showed -that Ray had bought a
e and telescopic site in a
,Bix\-mingham store, saying that

manpower involved it probably|

assassination of President Ken-|'

“We never gave. up looking|;
for a conspiracy,” said one of-|’
ficial _ssurce, “but we did nct|,

Zontinued on Page 16, Columz4 |,
The Justicé] Department said|: oy

i

{

{ '

a hunting t}*ip to

planning
Canada.
Although thete was no_evi-
‘dence of a brother involved,
that investigation ‘was the basis
for a Federal charge’under the
ancient law that had béen in-
voked in almost all major civil
rights criminal cases.

Ray was arrested in London
on June 8.' The warrant issued
in Birmingham continues in ef-
fect, the Justicé& Department
said today. . :
, Federal officials acknowl-
edged that there were several
other circumstances that indi-
cated a conspiracy. Ray spent
money lavishly before his cap-
ture during international trav-
els. There were published ac-
counts in which Ray was said
to have said from his prison
cell that he was acting under
orders of a ight-haired Latin
named Raoul who gave him
thousands of dollars. “Shortly

!

Ithe assassjnation with anyone.

| To the contrary, somef
sources say, there is reason to
lbelieve Ray acted alome. Nor!
lis there skepticism about the
court progedures that were fold
lowed in Memphis in which
'Rﬂ‘y’s guilty plea and the sen-
‘tellce were arranged in advap

| \F Justice Department iyas

wi

incijified in advance of
‘was taking place.

2025 REL

it was for his brother who was

——— P
Memphis police radio dire’cted!
officers in a falge pursuit of a
white Mustang %?ut,o‘m,obile.. !
But nene of \thése checkegﬂl
out, ‘according t\\» Federal offi-
cials. Ray got hi “n} ney from|
robberies, they said. 1n one Lon-]
don. store his fingerprints were
found on a bag from which a
large amount of noney h’ad‘
been taken- .
‘There is no basis ffor beliey-
ing Ray’s contention, voiced in
the courtroom today! that there
was: a conspiracy, the Federal
sources said. .
On the other hangd, they said
there was reason to jbelieve Ray]
acted alone, that his behavior
in the -past had ben “foo er-
ratic” and “too unrgliable” for
anyone to consider trusting him
in a conspiracy. His hatred of
Negroes was so intenge, they
added, that he neededfno one
to urge him on in the crime.
The Justice Department was

after Dr. King{f was shot, ‘a

EASE UNDER E.O. 14176

not consulted about Yhe ar-

<Y T : ]
jraggement that was worked ;lg
in \\e’_Tenness-eeHcourt. It wag
infort¥ed of what was about toj
happen because E.B.I. testimony;
was mneeded, but it was o
|asked if the procedure wire]
wise, official sources said.
Under the separation of pow-
ers between the j;'tate and Fed-

ral governments the i
Nustic
PRepartment refrained fro \e)':
ersing any judgment in thy
Eﬁt—\i It was explained, .
|
|‘

J
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l ‘77' “The (@lreement ~ bEtween,|
: ’ |R u_and e¥e lawyers appeared’
~‘ to many observers to leag.;efa’ﬁ”!

- jresolved the question of
whether a conspiracy was m-

volved in the klllmg of Dr,

ST PLQ};‘ e 5 5

Mr. Foreman sald it., had
taken him a month to becomc

convinced that there was nt
Judge Sets 99-Year Tel conspiracy. Thé Texas lawyel

After & Jury of 12 Men |said it had taken' former At
(torney General Ramsey Clar]

'Ag;reérs to Arrangement.- |-y Edgar Hoovere=s™ i

| ] A " lcontinued onPage 16, Columnl
A CoNg PIRACY DISPUTED! ==

— o |

[3

BothProsecutorand Defer’ié'ee
Doubt That There Was One '
Desplte Slayer S Protest

|
RETTS

By MARTIN WALDRON |

‘Special to The New York Times - !
MEMPHIS, March 10—Ja.mes
FEarl Ray pleaded guilty today
to murdering tlhe Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther ng Jr. and was
igentenced to serve 99 years, m
ithe Tennessee Spate PI‘lSOI‘l m
Nashville.

The  sentence 'was 1mposed
;by Judge W. Preston Batﬂe in
Criminal Court Iafter a brlef
jpresentation of evidence against
lthe défendant to a jury of 12
men ‘Q\

The| jury. hid agreed in ad-

vance| to the\arrangement by,
the state -andythe-defense” for
a plea of guilty..

Both ‘the prosecutor, Mem-
phis' Attorney General P;-.M.!
iCanale, and Ray’s co 'nse]
Percy Foreman, told the court
that there was no ev1denge
Ray 'had been; involved in,.a
conspiracy. ! e

But Ray hlmself refused ;toq
accept these statements . e

In.a tense moment in the '
proceedings, Ray leaped to his |
Feet 'and declared that he did ¢
mot 'intend that his plea of|
guﬂty should include a fmdmg !
that; there was no conspiracy.

! Had Faced Death . : :

Had Ray’ pleaded not guilty
and been convicied of firste | ‘/’ 7o 2~ 74//'5
degree murder in the full-scale- ) SEARC: 1ED IND EXED
trial that had beei scheduled, SERI Au i D EAL
for |April 7, he could have been; ‘ = —
sentenced to death. . : iy _“\ i F I\UJ

If he had received a life sen- | ¢
téye he would have been| ‘ Bl — —NASH. B0,
eh \ble for parole inN\3 years. ! i
lUnde the 997year sentoygce, he,
ill ot be eligible for parole
ntil he serves half hisiterm. |
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i agree with Mr. Clark.” 1
Mr. [Foreman }nterrupted to

+J. Edgar Hoover

| thé judge asked Ray. “Is 'that

) thls

|
|

|

] -

R

Investigation, less than one day;
sigfter the laying to conclude
=there Was no conspiracy. .
Al Ray ‘Can’t’ Agree’

~ "'A transcript of Ray s rematks
today showed that he said,
“Your honor, I would liké'to
-say something. I don’t want to
uchange anythingi that 1 have

Sald but I just want to enter|
i6né other thing. The only thing)

i have to say i§ that I can’t

sa ,“Ramse Clark.”
y‘Mr who‘¥’ ‘asked the judge.
“Mr. J. Edgar ,Hoover said
. “I agree with -all these
tlpulatlons but I am not trymg
to charige anythldg »
“You don’t agree¢ with whose
théor1es’>” asked the judge.

g ool - 1
r‘g:ontm ‘ d=From Page I, Cy
srector of the Federal Burd% of|

“Mr! Canale’s] Mr. Clark’s,

and M¢t. J. Edgar Hoover s about
the conspiracy. 1' don’t want to
add somethmg on that I haven’ t)
‘agreed to in the past » said Ray.|

Attomey Interprets

“1 think that what he said
is that he doesn’t -agree that
Ramsey Clark sP Tight or ‘that!

|1s Tight,” said
Mr. Foreman to! the judge. “Id
didn’ largue that as evidencel
in this case. I simply stated;
that—underwriting the . state-!
ment jof General Canale—that’
they had made the same state-
ment. [Your are not required to
agree with it all, Jim.”

“Yo still—your -answers to
those | questions that I asked
you would still.be the same?”

correct? There is nothing in|
these questions that I have
asked you and your answers
to them—you changed. none of
them ,at all? n other words,
you are pleading guilty to and
taking 99 years9” -

“Yes, sir,”. said- Ray

“I think the main questlon
that l] want to ask you is this:
are you pleadlna guilty- to
murd r- in the flrst degree in

iase because ".you’ killed
artin Luthef King under

such circumstances  that”
oulé make: you legally gullty
of mbrder in the first degree
undeﬁ‘ the law as explained to
you by your lawyer? Your
answer is still yes?”

“Yes, sir,” said Ray.

So| the moment, when,’ the
courtroom sat expecting Ray to
repudiate the ‘agreement that
had been in the works since
Feb. 21, passed without Rays
presstg forward.

RRay ~was confined in_ a
Memphis County jail this after-
noon aftér the guilty. plea was

/hd, the state had pre-|.

sented pfuch of its cv1dence in
a. trial/of sorts before a jury.
William N.'Morris Jr.

|
f
|

|
i
f

|

said that Ray would- be trans-
ferred to the s;ate prlson at any

time.

Judge Battle who w_as
chosen last summer to try ithe
Ray case, said he believed that

the settlement of 99 years. was|’

a “just one to both defendant
and the state.”

The, judge said to those who
had cried out for Dr. King's
slayer to be sentenced to the
electric chair  that “all the

trends in this colintry are.in the

direction of .doing away with
capital pumshment altogether”

“How .about iconspiracy and
the punishment of -any co-
conspiratois?” the. judge asked!
“It has been ‘éstablished- that
t|the prosecutlontat this time, is|
not in’ possession of enouah

evidence to Jindict.anyone as &

co- conspxrator m thxs case. Of
course; this isi'not conclysive

“levidence that there was no

conspiracy. '

“If this 'defendant was a
member of" a conspiracy tol
kill the decedent, no member
of such conspiracy can ever
live in.peace or.security -or lie
down to pleasant dreams, be-
cause in this state there is no
statute of llmlta ns in capi-
tal cases such ag/ this. .

“And while it/is not always
the case; my 39 years in these
criminal courts. have con-
vinced .me that in the great

right when' he saidi ‘For
m rder thouigh “it. have no
gue, will speak with most
mlraculous ‘organ.’ ™
In % long interview after th
conclusmn of. the case "Mr.
Canale gave this answer to. a}
question .as to why the® state
would accept® a gullty plea
from Ray:

. “We decided at’the. start of
thls case tp treat it just as we
would any other.”

And, he said, it has been his
policy since he.. bécame the

Memphis prosecutor 't accept
guilty pleas 'and recommend
pumshment -

.Except for. Rays outburst
oveér: whether there ‘was a con-
spiracy, the proceedings today
'went according to- the! script.

Theré was some . dlsagree-
ment over what Ray had meant
when hé refused to accept the|
declarations that there was no
conspiracy.

One interpretation was that
Ray had agreed with Mr. Fore-|
man to plead guilty without ex-
plalnmg ‘his actions or merition-
ing any possible conspiracy.

Thc otherf interpretation was
that Ray was trying.to say that
there had begn a conspiracy but
that he was/so deeply involved
that he wap ' guilty 'of first de-
gree mur Eer even though he

]
| |
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majority of cases, Hamlet wag|may have -beén actmg at an-
\\her s dlrectlon
\None of * the - court ok\&a‘}s
wduld try to.explain Ray's

;ngs "death, Mr. Canale said.

*'T\“__

-|marks altboug \ Mr. Foreman,,
his attorney, soft-pedled them.

Unemplamed Incldents

The _prosecution acknowl-
edged thatt “herewere:a number

might make 1t appear Ray may
have had some ;help in planning
Dr. King’s murder But these
incidents may  have béen re-
lated to other illegal actmtles,
such as the smuggling activities
that Ray had engaged in i both
‘Canada and Mexico before Dt

"‘He .said that the state had
evidence that . ‘Ray had smug-
gled narcotics into. the United
States. from ‘Canada, and  jew-
élry either into, jor from Mexico.

Ray also committed at least
two robberies’in Canada and
ohe in England during his
flight, Mr. Canale said. The
prosecutor distnisseg a report
that Ray had robbed a bank of
i$27 000 in July, 1967 -in’ Alton,

The prosecutor sald that the
state had no'évidencezto indi-
cate when Ray had deided to
kill Dr. King, He said
have been as early ad
weeks before. the April 4%

ing_or even before that,
!




~

e

'|if Ray had escaped from the

idea of killing' the civil rights

Bul he said that he doubted
Ve=SoUTT State ‘Prison with the

leader, although the prosecu-
tion did have some evidence

[that Ray had made racist re-
marks while in the prison.

Origin of Money

Mr. Canale said there was no
reason to assume that the
money that Ry spent so freely
during the year he was free
had come from co-conspirators.

Ray, he saig, had sent a large

1amount of money out of the
Missouri State Prison while he
lwas an inmate there. There
was a report that Ray had sold
drugs while he was an inmate
lin the prison.
. When the court hearing be-
gan today, five Negroes had
managed o get into the court-
room as spectators. They sat
quietly throughout the proceed-
ings, which began at 9:456 AM,,
15 minutes late.

Reporters and spectators had
been brought to the courtroom
‘before 8:30 A. M. after being
searched from head to foot by
thand and by machine.

Mr. Forman arrived before
19 o’clock. He smiled and bowed
10 a few women in the court-
‘room, then|sat down in one of
‘a row of chairs at thé side of
the 24-by-32-foot courtroom.

“Thel LLast Supper’

‘He looked at two iarge tables
containing smale models of the
'Lorraine Hotel and Mo'tel,
where Dr. King was staying
when he was murdered, and of
the rooming house where Ray
'was living when he fired the
‘fatal shot.

“It looks like the last sup-
.per,” Mr. Foreman said.

' Mr. Foreman was wearing 2
Idark gray suit, a dark shirt and
‘a gray and blue tie. The effect
was one of solidity, making
'him “appear even larger than
his 250 pounds.

' As he waited for Ray to be
brought to the courtroom, Mr.
.Foreman reread .the petition
ithat he planned to file before
ithe judge asking that Ray’s not
guilty plea be set aside and
that Ray be allowed to plead
guilty.

Ray's |brother John, whom
Ray callg Jack and who visited
Ray the day before Ray es-
caped from the Missouri State
Prison in 1967, came into the
courtroom and sat in the sec-
tion reserved for spectators.

Armloads of Exhibits
At 9:30 AM., as spectators,
were trying to find easier rest-
ing plares on the hard theater
seats tNat were put in the
courtropri especially for the
Ray trial, fjeputies began bring-

|

-
te -

and bl checkered suitcase,
and a s blue valise.

About 15 minutes later, Ray,
escorted by five deputies, was
brought into the court through
a rear door. He was wearing
a rumpled blue suit, a tattle-
tale-gray white shirt, a blue tie
and black shoes. He walked as
if his feet hurt him. He was
not wearing theb lack horn-
rimmed glasses that he used as
a disguise when he fled to
Canada last April after Dr.
King was murdered.

Ray sat down by Mr. Fore-
man, who moved to join him
‘at the defense counsel table.
The two men, who had con-
tinued to argue through last
night over whether Ray should
accept the ine\‘xjtable and plead
guilty, did no% talk to each
other while whiting for the
judge. ‘

After Judge ° Battle had
opened court, Mr. Foreman rose
and asked that Ray be allogwed
to change his plea and plead
guilty. He said that both he
and Ray had already signed a
petition asking for this and that
the Memphis public defender,
Hugh W. Stanton, and his son,
Hugh Jr., appinted as co-coun-
sel by the judge for Ray, were
prepared to sign the petition.

After Mr. Canale said he
agreed to accept the guilty plea
and was recommending a sen-
tence of 99 years, Judge Battle
motioned Ray to his feet.

Explanation on Rights

After explaining to Ray that
he had various legal rights,
such as appeals, that he might
lose if he pleaded guilty, Judge
Battle said to Ray: “Is this what
you want to do?”
“Yes,” said Ray.
“Has anything besides this;
sentence of 99 years been
promised to you?”

“Not that I know of.”

The judge asked Ray if any-
one had pyessuréd him to plead
guilty to Dr. King’s murdeér.

“No, no one.”

“Did you kill Dr. King under
such circumstances that it
would make you legally guilty
of murder in the first degree
under the law as explained
to you by your lawyer?”’

“Yes,” said Ray. “I am plead-
ing guilty.”

rocedure Outlined

Ray seemed to be having a
little trouble with his voice. It
came through clearly but with-

“I believe
S0

almost squeaked.

groomed close to his head, be-|
gan to stick up in the rear as:
his hair dressing dried.

ing in armloads of exhiibts —

questioning Ray, incl

called from a regular jury ‘“e
already on duty in the Nft-
house were picked and the men
brought into the courtroom and
seated in the jury box.

The prosecutor, Mr. Canale,
explained briefly to the jury
what was happening. In Ten-
nessee, he said, a jury 'must find
a defendant guilty in a murder
case even if the defendant
pleads guilty.

The state had agreed to ac-
cept the guilty,plea and would
recommend 7/ sentence of 99
years, thq.vjudge said.

“Can \eé/ch of you accept
that?”” Mr. Canale said in ask-
ing the jurors if they would be
guided by his recommendation.
Each of the jurors nodded.

Before beginning the testi-
mony to prove Dr. King’s mur-
dre, Mr. Canale attempted to
dispose of the persistent re-
ports that Ray was hired to as-
sassinate Dr. King.

“There have been rumors go-
ing around that Mr. James Earl
Ray was a dupe, a fall guy, or
a member of a conspiracy,” Mr.
Canale said.

“We have no proof other than
that Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
was killed by James Earl Ray
and James Earl Ray alone.”

Mr. Canale said that he and
his staff had read 5,000 pages
of reports from <police officers
—local, state anc, national. He
said they had eramined 300
pieces of evidence), And three
members of his staff had trav-
eled thousands of miles in the
United States, Mexico, Canada
and Portugal, he said.

“We have no evidence that
there was any conspiracy in-
volved,” he said. “If we are
ever presented competent evi-
dence that there was a con-
spiracy, we will take prompt
action.” )

Mr. Foreman followed Mr.
Canale before the jury. Mr.
Foreman wanted to question
each juror individually to make
sure that none would refuse to
go along with the deal of 99
years in return for a guilty
plea.

Prosecutor and Judge Praised

He also topk the opportunity
to try tz#prevent Ray’s guilty
pléa from tarnishing his own
remarkable record of winning
favorable verdicts in murder
trials, and to declare that he,
also, did not believe there was
a consplracy.

“I neve rexpected, hoped or

said.
He said that he had reached

lexpenditure’
icents made , by Ray.

| Mr. Ramelmap prajsed Mr.
iCanale and Judge B%m\'“\fgor
jagreeing to a' llow Ray to plead

|gui1ty and ta;, ke 99 years.

The prosect utor, Mr. Foreman
said, “is as bi; 2 as his office, He
is a man not, , concerried with
scalps on his | belt and is not
itrying to maké ¥ a record to run
for some other ; office jon.”

Judge Battle 3, Mr. Foreman
said, “is a cor npassionate an
human judge.”

Ray’s comme :nts about cots .
spiracy came wvhen Mr. Fore- :
man had finishe{ d talking to the |
i .

|

d |

ury. ,

After the judge (had dis-,
posed of Ray’s remarks, the'
state began piatting on jts!
abbreviated case’.

In proving tha't Dr. King had '
been murdered, tihe state called |
five witnesses—t:he Rev. Sam-!
uel B, Kyles, a Megro minister |
from Memphis; C’hauncey Eskr
ridge, a Negro " lawyer frost!
Chicagd; Dr. Jerny T. Francisco, |
the Memphis meclicaljexaminer; !
Inspector N. E. Zlachary of the
Memphis Police epartment
homicide squad, :andRobert G.!
Jensen, the speciall agent in,
charge of the Memphis office
of the F.B.L '

Mr. Kyles, wvhi had invited
Dr. King to cole to his homsé
on the evening O\April 4, 1968,
ifor a “soul food”\dinner, said
he was about five or six steps
from Dr. King on. the balcony
of the Lorraine  Hotel and
Motel when the riti¢ bullet his
Dr. King in the right side of his'
neck, knocking him off his feet.

Heard Fatal Shot

Mr. Eskridge, the attorney'
for the Southern] Christianl
Leadership Conference, whichi
Dr. King headed, said that he
heard the fatal shot “zing”
overhead. Mr. Eskridge was
walking down to the parKing
lIot below Dr. King.

Dr. Francisco said that an
autopsy showed that the ritle!
bullet killed the ,civil rights!
leader almost immediately. '

Inspector Zachary said that
he had found a rifle, which was|
later determined to be the mur-
der weapon, and several other |
larticles on the sidewalk about
'a block from the Lorraine Mote[ !
‘almost in front of the rooming |
house where Ray had registered |
jearlier that afterfioon.

' The inspector identified the
objects found with the rifle as -
‘being a plastic zipper bag, two

1
1
|
i

out much force behind it. It.had any idea that I could ac-icans of Schlitz beer, a pair of !
lcomplish anything but saving
Ray’s hair, which had beenithis man’s life,” Mr. Foreman|a T-shirt, a pair of men’s undez-

Ibinoculars and a binocular case,

|drawers, a pasteboard box, a
thairbrush, a transistor radio, a

ithe conclusion that there waslpair of plicss, & hammer, a |

The jury, which was im-jno conspiracy after more thap:{paper ba&f@) copy of the |
paneled after the judge finished!50 hours of conversation withiApril 4, . edition of the |
‘Ray and a check of every min- newspaper The Memphis Com- !

a long shotgun box, a large red;Negroes. The first 12 namesiuté of Ray’s time and every mercial-Appeal.
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TO DIRECTORN\ WASHINGTOM FIELD OFFICEN ATLANTAN AND MEMPHIS \PLAINTEXT\

WED VIA WASHINGTOV

FROM|PHILADELPHIA 44-1368

REBUAIRTEL THREE TWENTYSIX SIXTYNIVE,

RETEL INSTRUCTED PHILA TO IMMEDIATELY INTEPVIEY REVEREND JAMES

BEVEL SCLC OFFICIAL CONCERNING HIS STATEMENT IN "MEW YORK TINES™ THAT

LETTER WAS TURNED OVER TO MEMPHIS PD APPROYXIMATELY FOUR THREE SIXTY-

HT CONTAINIMNG IMFORMATION THAT MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS TO BE

ED WHILE IN MEMPHIS.

MEMPHIS PD KMNOWS NOTHING COF LETTER.

BEVERLY STERNER\ GIRL FRIEND OF BEVEL TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED THIS

DATE PEVEL WAS OQUT OF TOUN AT A MEETING FOR APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEX.

STATED SHE WOULD ATTEMPT TO CALL BEVEL AND HAVE HIM CALL PHILA.
ik WAS TOLD FBI WOULD TALK TO HIM WHEREVER HE WAS LOCATED,
ATLANTAN MEMPHIS\ AND WFOQ CONTACT SOURCES TO DETERMINE BEVEL,S

LOCATION AND IF THERE IS AMNY SCLC CONFERENCES.
SEARGHED INDEXED ——

SERLL T _J,/rvuélew
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| 3/28/69
. PLAINTEXT |

URGENT
DIREETOR, FBI AND SACS ATLANTA

MEMPHIS
PHILADELPHYA

SAC, WFO.(44-703)
| MUEKIN - b
| RE PHILAmePHIA'TBL MARCH TWENTY-SEVEN, LAST.
} LEONARD E. DOYLE R (PROB), (PROTECT) ADVISED MARC%”

TWENTY EIGHT INSTANT THAT BEVEL NOT IN WDC. ACCOREING 10

™

csOU.FCE BEVEL BELIEVED TO BE IN ATLANTA AITENDING AN SCLC
1 .

STAFF MEETING.

2 = Bureau -
3 - Teletype Unlt
3 WFO

?I (1 - 170- 735) (STTB A)

.]I% aa:*vv

(e)_f,,,/ |

b
i
]
#
i
j
|
|
|
!
i
1
r
L

oo I
Seriaiized
© indexed _
Filed

R
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FBI WFO

F3I WASH DC

1120PNM Bx

0 BE IN PHILADELPHIA WHERE ME RESIDES.

BEING MAINTAINED WITH SOURCES AND IF LOCATED IN ATLA!

MEMPHIS.

CORR TIME SHULD BE 11ls15PM

END

SEARCHED _m;/‘DEXED —_—

FEI WASH DRXU

k e on e PR
=y 4

jak] ' } :L - T

(\ i o)

i
|

P
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FBI WF?

FRT WASH DC
§49PM PBH
RBI MEMPHIS
347 PM. URGENT 3-28-69 DND
1o DIRECTOR (44-3%%61), WFO, ATLANTA, AND MORILE
FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987)
b//,

MURKIN,

RE PHILADELPHIA TEL TO BUREAU MARCH TWENTYSEVEN LAST,
FOR MOBILE'S INFORMATION, BUREAU HAS INSTRUCTED THAT REV.
AMES EEVEL, SCLC CFFICIAL, BE LOCATED AND INTERVIEWD CONCERNING
HIS STATEMENT IY NEY YORK TIMES THAT LETTER WAS TURNED OVER TOC
‘EMPHIS PD APPROXIMATELY APRIL THREE, SIXTYEIGHT, CONTAINING
NFORMATION THAT MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS TO BE KILLED WHILE IN
EMPHIS, MEMPHIS PD HAS NO KNOWLEDGE THIS LETTER,
BEVEL IS NOT NOW IN MEMPHIS BUT INFO AVAILABLE TC MEMPHIS
INDICATED ABERNATHY OF SCLC IS TO BE IN ATLANTA MARCH TWENTYNINE
ﬁEXT AND ALSC THAT NUMEROQUS SCLC OFFICIALS ARE TC MEET AT

TONTGOMERY, ALA. OM APRIL FOUR NEXT.

SE : kﬁb i
ATLANTA AND MORILE ATTENMPT TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEY Bzyﬁffm-..'&mﬁﬂ___
' ERIALIZ£7

Firy
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' DIRECTOR, PBI (44-38861)
| SAC, WFO (44-703) (P)

| MUREIN
{ (00:ME}

Referenced WFO letter to the Bureau dated 3/25/69.

! WFO has no outstanding investigation in ection

. with this Investigation. Memphis adviszad, any additional

. actlon should be taken by WF(O in regard to the inf tion
furnished in reierenced letter.'

3 ~ Bureau
2 - Hemphis -

- WFD :
£1—170?3$-$ub.a)

JIC:3e]

Seamial >
Seriahz . ’3/

Indexed £ i -
Filed ~ %7
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TO

SUBJECT:

501/0-108-01

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (MEFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, WFO (44-703)

FR&KL'\/ SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

MURKIN

Re WFO letter to the Bureau, 5/23/69, in
" which reference is made to WFO letter to the Bureau
dated ¥25/69.

Memphis Office is unable to locate a copy
of WFO letter dated 3/25/69 and is therefore unable
to furnish you any adv1ce as to additional action to
be taken by WFO.

j)- WFO

-~ Memphis

JCH: jap '716‘/““’?5?@@? 7/7

(3) SEARCHED
SERIALIZSD/7"E4

FBI—WASH. FIEL OF ] E

R

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Planl/
|
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SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

SAC, WFO (445703)

MURKIN
(O :ME)

- Re WFO 1etter to the. Bureau 3/25/69 WFO | 1étter .
to the Bureau, 5/23/69, and Memphis letter to WF® 6/12/69.

Enclosed to Memphis iu-two coples of referenced
WFO letter to the Bureau 3/25/69. : T ‘

Memphis advise &¢f any additional action should be
taken by WFO, . ‘ :

- 2- Memphls (Enc. 2)
1» WFO

- JJC:bs 65
(3) -
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¢

Director, FBI

SAC, Memphis (44-1987) P

MURKIN

Re WFO letter to Director 3~-25-69, reporting a2
conversation between Mrs. MARJORIE ULEN, an employee of UPO8
Washington, D. C,, and LEONARD E, DOYLE, R (PROB), who, in.
addition to being an informant, is also 4 paid staff member of
the Washington SCLC Office. Hrs. ULEN felt there was some:

onnectionletween one J, R, WILLARD of Memphis, Tennessee, who

as a frequent correspomdent of former U, S, Representative

ECGRGE GRIDER, 9th Congressional District of Tennessee, anﬂ the |

act that the subgect RAY used the name WILLARD when he registered

n a rooming houge at Mbmphis, Tennessee, on the day he murdered
KING, .

Investigation has. nut disclosed any .reason for the’
uoaect's uging the name WILLARD, nor is he known fo have used it
xcept in this one instance. . '

There is no reason to believe that Mrs. ULEN'
information is of any consequence or that it deserves. any,further
action. Accordingly, it is suggested that WFO take no further actxon /)

concerning this 1nformatlon. f

- g‘;,L‘LL .
SEARCHE I(NDEXED_A /“ t_ g
SERIALIZED \/ FILED -
u\k

UL 14 1969

 ABi— IELRPOFEIC é?%ﬂ
‘%FH&FI% s
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" 6/5/70

. DIRECTOR, @1'(44;.38861)‘
FROM: SAC, /HEHPHIS (44-1987) (p)
 SUBJECT: MURKIN ‘

Re Memphis airtel to Bureau, 5/8/70. J’
For the information of WFO, subject JAMES EARL
RAY is now being represented by J. B, STONER of the National.
States Rights Party; RICHARD J. RYAN, a Memphis, Tennessee,
attorney; and BERNARD FENSTERWALD, JR. An article appearing-
in a Memphis newspaper indicated that FENSTERWALD is from
Washington, D.C. and heads a private group called ''The ‘
Committee to Investigate Assassinations.," According to
the article, FENSTERWALD worked for the Senate Judiciary
. Committee from 1957 until 1968, )

_ .~ Assistant Attorney General CLYDF MASON, Memphis,
Tennessee, the state prosecutor assigned to the JAMES EARL
RAY case, has asked that we furnish him any information

' available concerning FENSTERWALD and his pohtical linkingS.

. LEAD
WFO

l
.J
AT WASHINGTON, D, C W:Lll prepare a brief toutline .
of BERNARD FENSTERWALYL'S proIess:.onal background including
_any information to indicate association with leftist and

racist groups in order that this information may be made : A
"Mtel__a.ua.ilable to the District Attorney General at Memphis Tennessee.

i

| 7‘?
‘2 - Memphis %/f/ﬂ 745

N7 o WED /1L <7 INDEXED.. |
AMSD_Jcn,glg v \ : W =0 smcja@,%d <]

SERIALIZE FILED

: 101370
|FBI— WASH FIELD OFFIC

=

Registered
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Woman: Before you start talking, your first

Malle: Bill Harris.

WOFan: What?

Malle: Bill Harris.

Woman: Bill Harris 1is taling.

Male: " With the (inaudible)

Woman: All right. Hold on just a minute. Bill, Bill,

uld you shut up a minute.

le: Right. -

man: This 1is Bill Harris here at the Hawaiian Hotel.

's sitting here across from me and we're doing a bit

of| talking and he s chuckling in the process, but he has

something to say. He's a very, very 1hte111gent person.

Wo

uld you shﬁt'up a minute. I've read you out already.

Male:  I've read you .out honey, and you're more better

than I am.

Yo

man: Would you hush a minute.

. o
je 2

Ma

le: Yeah.

Woman: Now, here is an individual who's lived a great

de
I!

to|

al. I think (inaudible) would you shut up a minute.
ve seen his hand, I've washed hls body, I've listened
him, I've watched him. He's a fine-person. I think

some ways, because of the extent of his intelligence

G702 — 773
SEARCHED INDEXED ...
SERIALIZFD 7 ¥¥enen Jasl2

JUN1.01974
FBI — WASH. F. O
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this thing. I think Bill is one of them. (tape brke,

to him, and I will try to do so. But, I, I'm going

eave this tape on because he's had some very, very

to listen to and to assess. And so, Bill, come on, in
ganized way say, how it 1s with you.

I've been tied up with organized labor for the
last leleven years.

All right, organized labor in what form?

In form of organizing.

What level?

In the organizing labor form and the ah, ah, the

form of deciding where we strike and when we strike in

public| employees. I was with Martin Luther King when

he was|struck in Memphls, Tennessee. I was with Jim
Pierce \when we decide whether we're going to strike in
Memphilsl, and I was the predominant figure.that strived

s was the place that we ought to decide the South.
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Luther King was a sacrifice for labor movement and he was
killed by the labor movement. They can accuse who they
want|to, but, I firmly believe that Mr. Ray, or whoever it
was committed to ki1ll Martin Luther King, was killed
by asisassines, unknown, was killed by the labor movement.
And I!'1l1l tell you why. Jerry Worth, at that time, was
committed when I was at the last meeting with Martin Luther
King in Memphis, Tennessee. Now, I was there when the
President of the Unlon was there. I was their national
organizer. I was the Reglonal Director of the American
Federatiion of State State (inaudible) Employees. And when
Martin Luther King was assassinated I was the Director of
the Regional Director, Southern Director of the American
Federatlon of State, County, and Municipal Employees. And,
walked in and took over the operation and he told
me period I was no longer in charge of the operations, that

charge of the operations. From then on, and from
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\
\
that day forward, untll the 27th day of Martin Luther King”§

\
!

Woman: What was that man's name again? \

Jerry Worth. He was the President of our Interna%

tidnal. Until that day, Martin Luther King went to Atlanta,
|

|
i
1

two days prior to that he went to Atlanta to go to the
Flowers Church. He asked that he not be brought back in
a fileld of violecne and subside. He did not want to parti-
cipate 1n any organization with violence. My international
president assured him that there would be no violence.

the principle organizer ofvthe drive.
Female: What drive?
Bi1ll: In Memphls, Tennessee. You don't belleve me do ‘

|
you? | All right. I asked him. And Jim Plerce was my Regional:

Director. I asked Jerry Worth whether or not he could assure |
me that there would be no violence, no other thing, and we
would lask Martin Luther King to return to Memphis. He told
me in his own words, he guaranteed me there would be no
violence on any part. The preachers in the church in Memphis
and the Alabama Church in the Albania Church, the Lutheran
Church, told me that there would be no violence and I told

dent and Jerry Worth quoted me. We pald Martin

Luther King to be flown to Memphls, Tennessee and there was

iracy to assassinate him among the unions before
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Which union?
Teamsters. And they pald for 1it.

Was there other unions involved in that?

How do you know this?

I know this because I was there. The money was

Well, David, you've heard Bill, ah, what 1s your
last \name? Oh that's right.
(inaudible)

Of course honey. Listen, I've had so many thing

(inaudible)
What are you laughing at? How do you spell your
me? How do you spell your last name?
Harris Don't worry about 1t. Now, you tell me that you
think you are an alcoholic. I don't think so, you've gone
through an awful lot. Sure, you have memories. All right

you say| this on tape. In just a moment. Walt just a moment.

wait just a moment. Let me talk again. I would

never ever presume to print anythling that I have on this

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




‘\ ‘

But, I tell you one thing’
|
A lifetime in a short time.a

|

(inaudible) i

Let me ask you a questlion? Would you let me ask yoh

a question? Shhhhhhh. Let me ask you a question. Would .
shut up a minute. Let . . . I want to ask you a question;
(inaudible) Go ahead. |

Out of the all the life experience that you had,

ome of it I know has been very very rough, I know it

could|have been more so in this life. Shhhhhh, just a moment.{

your thoughts together, because I want a concrete

(inaudible)
I want you to say on this tape what it is in your
st self you feel you've learned from all thils tur-

bulenceland l1life experlence you've passed through. I know
1t has changed your 1life in many ways. I'm hoping it has
changed i1t 1n a positive way rather than a negative way
and perhaps you can say what has all this meant to you, within
the last |five years, can you say? All right, take the mlke,
gather your thoughts together and see if you can say what

all this has meant to you. From a perhaps detached and
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All right, before thls all happened, I was a

utiful individual. There was a point where I was ah,

T objected violently to 1it.

And when were you born?

Where?

In a little southern town in North Carolina.

Where?

I was born in North Carolina in|  [in a 1little
town called, White Lake, North Carolina. I was violently
oppOSuéd to the assassination when I started out with. I
was told, now this 1s, in personal invitation, I've left
the labor movement since then. I've not been associlated
with the labor movement since then. I was violently
opposed to the assassination when I was told 1t had to be.
And Ray has no connection with the assassination whatsoever.
He was |perpetrated by the labor movement, he was marked

eamsters union. He was shot and killed by the
teamsters union and the figure you have there today was

figure. Ray 1s only a damn figure of the imagination.
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He wastewish to start out with. His name was Jewish.

Now I was brought in there, not as a participant. I was

Not one thing. No part of it. No part of it.

ouldn't have fired the first shot. Because nobody knew

as then at, but Jerry Worth, myself and Ray, let's

My darling. If you've sort of bared your soul.
I haven't bared my soull.
Well, up to a point, yes. .Ah, it's good for
Would you hush a minute. The FBI, you know, has
worked on this too. Well, would you hush a minute.

(inaudible)
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Woman: Don't forget (inaudible) Just one moment. There

you from what happened to you as a part of that particular
thing, that terrible thing, an international thing what's
happened. Ah, has made a terrible impact on you. Now

you can over come thils 1ln many ways, and you will in time.'
Now, I'm telling you thls because I know. And, don't ask

e how I know, but I do know. Well, the memory of what

happened and the kﬁowledge that you have before that terrible
‘ !

hing « e o ' ;

111: (inaudible) !

Woman: Shhhhhh, won't you let me finish. Will, if you/

so choose and disappear and you will use the lesson that
I

comes, will you hush a minute. The lesson that came fro#
that knowledge at that time in your life, well, they wili
disappear. Now I can tell you a few things that would h#lp
you 1f you so choose to listen. There are some very qugial
books for one thing that are somewhat difficult to comefby
but if you go to your bookstore, where ever you live, tﬁey
will be able to find them. I can give you the author and the
|

ah, the place to write to find these books. Now, Daviq'and

|
I own the whole set of them and we read them where ever we

|
[
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go/, every night. David has studied these (inaudible)
they are the best to be found in this whole field. They
will help you, yes. And, I will show them to you. We
brought one with us. Well, we brought more than one.
But, I want you to become acquainted with them and do
hat you can. They're out in papef back now. We have
all the hard cover ones. They're rather expensive in
hard cover. But, they're now out in paper back and I
want you to read them. Some people are (inaudible).
They're written by a Tibetan Monk, they're baby books.
Well, I'm going to introduce you, very cursory, to the
baby books. You will overcome all that you've gotten
through. Now I don't know 1f you believe in . . . do |
you believe in reilncarnation, f
Bill: (inaudible) j
Woman: » Well, you have mucﬁ more to do yet, you have;too
fine a mind to let . . .
Bill: (inaudible)
Woman: No, listen. Would you listen. No.
Bill: (inaudible)
Woman: Listen.
Bi11l: (inaudible)

Woman: Every man has, but every woman has too.

Bill: (inaudible)
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