Now, Just a moment.

I participated in it, yes, unwillingly.

And you feel gullty about it don't you.

You're god damn right I do.

All right. One, you still eat meat?

Yes.

Well.

Look, I can't (inaudible)

All right, this 1s what I'm saying. You start
reading some of the books and yoﬁ'll find. You'll read
them over and over and you can, through meditation devote {

ourself to a certain type of reality, ah, but still remain
I

ery much in this level. A human being lives at many [

|

any levels and you know that and it's a frustration to ;
L

you because you don't know the levels at which you're i
|

|

l
That's beautiful. But, you talk about frustration.
!

(inaudible) !

J
Woman: All right, you did what you had to do. Sweetheart,

I
would you just plain listen. You did what you were told jand
|

had to do. j
|

Bill: In front of 20 milllon people.

Woman: All right.

Bill: . I feel 1ike (inaudible)
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Wéman: Don't feel, if you don't eliminate that guilt in
somg manner from your system . . .

(inaudible)

No you have not.

I haven't sald that I'm not going to do 1it.

But you did.

Yeah.

And that's why the lines in your face.

All right.

And you're stlill a young man.

(1audible)

My darling you don't need to dle from me.

Why not?

That's why I want you to do some reading.

(inaudible)

No, no, I'm not going to, oh hell. You can
ave your own gullt if you want to, good heavens. I
have no gullt of, of anything.

(inaudible)

No, I could never kill anything. All right,

so this is the difference of course. Just a moment.
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I was a man once, not a woman.

(inaudible) ‘
Woman: You've got to over come this, honey, and you
can't do this.

(inaudible)

Listen anything I give to you 1s given willingly.

(inaudible)

Oh no. Well, . . .

(inaudible)

Well, . . .

(inaudible)

When you're deeply soggy then you know. That's

(inaudible)
I know that. Oh I know that. Don't you think

(inaudible) . !
|
That's right, I don't have to assume anything to:

(inaudible)
No, not at all, Thank you.
(inaudible)
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Woman: Thank you.
Bill: (inaudible)

Woman: Well, I'm going to cut the tape off rigﬂp now.

§
\

\

|

I want to introduce you'briefly to these books.
Bill: (inaudible)

' \
Woman: And you know I'm very deeply in love with my

: \
husband. \
\

Bill: (inaudible) \
Woman: Ilwant you to look at them, though. (inaud&ble)
Bill: (inaudible)
Woman: And one day, that's nice.
Bill: (inaudible)
Woman: Oh my goodness I wouldn't want any more.
Bill: (inaudible)
Woman: I want you to go home and, uh, make mad passion%te
love to your wife., my god.

(inaudible)

Oh, don't say that.

(inaudible)

You don't know what my 1deas are.

(inaudible)

Most men, ah, do, find thelr achiles heel.

I respect you.

Do you know what my idea 1s?
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|
Bill: (inaudible) i
Woman: It doesn't matter. |

Bill: Because you've got proof, about 190 of%them.
(inaudible) ' \

Woman : I don't have to prove anything to anyb&dy.
|

Bill: (inaudible) ‘ \

Woman: You've got to use that wonderful mind of yours
|

|

\

Bill: (inaudible) a

and stop living the past.

Woman : Well, I am a woman too, but just in my Hysband's

\
hurry.

Bill: (inaudible)

l
!
l

l
Woman: No. Well, I'm going to shut this off for now.

Bill: Now, let's talk. '

T
Woman: David, we're home now. i

!
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 .

MAY 1982 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memora ndum

: SAC, WFO (44-703%)(C)
C KENNETH P. WILKEY

: ASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING;
CIVIL RIGHTS

On 5/28/74, at 2:45 p.m., DAVID J!
GAINES, 6171 Leesburg Pike, Apt 532, Falls Church, \Vlrginla,
telephone number 534-5572, visited WFO and stated that he
would like to remit the enclosed tape recording for!

consideration. \

_ \
GAINES stated that the tape containe a

converstaion between his wife, SHIRLEY GAINES, and an
individual who identifies himself as BILL (MNU) HARRIS.
Both participants on the tape were in a semi- 1nebriated
state when the recording was made. In the recordlng,\HARRIS
states that JAMES EARL RAY had nothing to do with the |
assination, but that he and others conected with the \
United Auto Workers and the Teamsters. Unlons planned and
paid for the assination. : \
The recording was made while GAINES wa¥
on a job as a private court and conference recorder at a
Public Hearing on Cheasapeake and Ohio Canal Citizen Advisory
Commisssion at Brunswick, Maryland, sometime in June of 1972,
During the job, he and his wife were staying at the \
Hawiian Hotel in Brumswick. HARRIS and several other men \
were staying in the room next to theirs. .
: |
) SHIRLEY GAINES heard on the radio last week
that several men were being investigated for their part ‘!

n the assination of Dr. KING., She then remembered the \

mﬁm Vaz =794
CHED _ ) \
SERIALIZED Mifﬁg?Ewn

MAY 2 81974 |
FBI — WASH. . O,

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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|

tape that she and HARRIS had made and wanted to bring it

to the radio station. GAINES then listeded to the tape and
decided to bring it to the FBI. He stated that{the tape

is a copy and that he retains the original at hils home in
casstée form. GAINES stated that the FBI is wellcome to it
if it is needed and that he wishes to remain completely
anonymous in the matter.
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6/18/74

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, WFO (44-703)

MURKIN
{00:ME)

Enclosed for the Bureau and each office iz a tranlscript of a
conversation between SHIRLEY GAINES and BILL (MNU) HARRIS concerning captioned
matter,

On 5/28/74, DAVID J. GAINES, 6171 Leesburg Pike, Apartment 532,
Falls Church, Virginia, telephone 534-5572, contacted WFO and stated he would
like to make available a tape recording for the FBI's consideration concerning
the assasgination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING.

GAINES stated that the tape contains a conversation between his wife,
SHIRLEY GAINES, and an individual who identifies himself as BILL (MNU) HARRIS,
According to GAINES, bath participants on the tape were in a| semidinebriated
condition when the recording was made. In the recording, ﬂﬁR‘IS states that
JAMES EARL, RAY had nothing to do with the assagsination of KING but that he
and others connected with the United Auto Workers and the Tedmsters Union
planned and paid for the assassination.

The record reportedly was made while GAINES was on'a job as a
private court and conference reporter at a public hearing on Chesapeake and
Ohio Canal Citizen Advlisory Commission at Brunswick, Maryland“ sometime in
June of 1972, He stated that during this time he and his wife were staying
at the Hawaiian Hotel in Brunswick, Maryland. HARRIS and several other men
were staying in the room next to theiyas,

that several men were being investigated for thelr part in the| assassination
of KING. 5She then remembered the tape that she and HARRIS had) made. CAINES
stated that after listening to the tape he decidad to bring it|to the FBI,

2 ~ Bureau (Enc 1) / L/—"f"703' 773
2 - Memphis (44-1957)(Enc 1) 5 :
1 - Alexandria (Info) (Enc 1) ; . /] Searched
1 - Baltimore (Info)(Enc 1) ' Serielized O |
6:1\\" WFO ' / Indegg T
' %

“ABR:ctw. A fied 0T
(N v ; —]

GAINES stated that his wife, SHIRLEY, heard on the Tdio recently
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WFO 44-703

He stated that the tape is a copy and that he rétains the original at his
home, which the FBI may have if they desire to. I

In view of the fact that WFO does not have available all the facts
concerning the assassination of KING and since Memphis was office of origin,
the Memphis Office should review the transcript to deterni;l.ne if any investi-

gation need be conducted as a result of information contained in the
transcript, : :

) Information copies are being sent to Alexandria\and Baltimore in
the event additional investigation is requested by Memphi
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1952 EDITION .
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

SAC, WFO (44-703)
SA O.M.Smasal, S-=7

SUBJECT: JAMES EARL RAY \
CIVIL RIGHTS - ASSASSINATION MLK, JR. \

SE, Wash., D.C., Tel. No. 546-9007, telephonically advised
that during 1968, at a time when he was overseas,; and his
wife was in Washington, she was negotiationg witﬁ an individ-
ual for rental of an apartment at 616 A St., NE in WDC., He
applied for the apartment, paid for a month's reﬁtal of $240.
which turned out to be a bum check. It was dated 4/1/68 and
signed by a G. M. NOVEL, drawn on the Citizens National Batk
& Trust of Columbus, Ohio. This individual never did occupy
the apt., since Mrs. DuBois learned that the check was no

good before he had a chance to move in. |
' |

On this date, Mr. DAVID J. DUBOIS, 256&- 12th st.,
]

Mr. DuBois said that his wife feels 7tha& the
man she was negotiating with for the rental was in, fact
captioned subject as he strongly resembeled photographs of
the subject which were prominently in the papers at that
time. i

w

Above for information. ' |

|

Yip-70 3 -796

SEARCHED. __INDEXED
SEmALuEDkailnLED__7kﬁ£ﬁl_
JUNZ 45974

FBI—WASH. FIELD OFFicE

1A

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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e/aT/14

Tor DIRECTOR, ¥BI (44-38861) .

/ - ' V
PROM:  SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

_MURKIN -
00: WEMPHIS

Re WFO airtel to the Buwreau, 6/18/74.
LEAD P

B&LTI%OEE DIVISIQN

: AT DRUNSWICK, mmzmm wiil, thrnugb registration
recf}rt’.s of the Hawaiian Hotel, attempt to identify BILL QARRIS
and have hin interviewed regxrding statemsnits made by him con-
coraing the murder of HARTIR LUTHER KING., In. the event HARRIS
is now an official of a labor union national headquarters or is
R controversial figure in the labor movement, Bureau perumis-
sion ahoum be obtained Ldbre cunducting this interview,

Hewphris indices contain nothing 1nent1fiah1e wit.,;
LB !LL HARRIS in connection with this case,

For the additional assistance of Agents eanductmg
the interview with HARRIS, the follmving iz sel forth:

6/4/ 7&3 -9 I

: smncnsoé:é&ﬁ..‘.mnsxenw._..
SERIALIZED LYo FILED.... 2 P50

JULT a7 |

FBi — WASH. F. 0.
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‘JﬁE,44+}98f .

7

= ‘ ; KIN@ arrived in Menphis on the mcrning of oL
_3/28/68, from Atlanta, Georgia. The sanitation workers
at Memphis were then on strike in what had becone a .
- long, bitter dispute over wages, check~-offs, ete. \The

. sanitation workers were represented by the American -

Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees

"~ (AFSCME) of which one JERRY WORTH was President, WORTH -

‘had been in Mémphis during part of this strike, but'this -
office cannot say whether. or not WORTH wae here on any o
' particular day. HEHRY i.0EB was then tne Mayor of Hbmﬁhis..'

* KING 1ad a march through downtown Mamphis short-.

‘:',ly before noon .on 3/28/68, but the march bad barely gotton

underway before the marchers began looting the stores along -
-the route of the march. KING fled the scene, and the H.gpnis
- Police Department disperSQd the mob and forced them out of
the downtown area. , g E

» KING spant the night oz 3/28/68 in Mamphis, .
‘ laaving the next day to return to. Atlanta. KING's prestige
- had suffered a serious blow in that he had beeun unable to ‘
-\ control his followers and the "peaceful” mareh had turned into.
\ a riot.. It has been speculated that KING's return to Meuphis

"\ on 4/3/68 was done .at the urging of his advisors, and his| .

\ leading another march on-4/5/68, was to be done to rebuild
his public image. As you are aware, KING was shot and killed
at about 6:00 pm on 4/4/68, ‘while standing on the halcony of '
his motel, Cor ST
) All of the evidence 1n this cage points to the N
f«ct that . JKMES EABL RAY, acting alone, WaS KING s rnurderer.
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v

i

England after fleeing fo'that country, it is a #aasonable‘.,‘
presumption that RAY cemmitted robberies in the United
. States dnring the time he wag a fugitive. _ y

RAY antared a plaa ar guilty to the charge that
he surdered KING and is now serving 99 years in'the .
Tennessee State Prison. - At the time of his guzlty plea
RAY was represented by JPRRCY FOREMAN of Houkton, Texas,
RAY now claims he was not adequately represented by -
'FOREMAN, and he is attempting to bave his guilty plea -
set aside in order to be granted 2 trial 1n state court.

' RAY's current attorneys have made public state-

- ments to the effect that RAY bought the murder waapon and
brought it to Memphis thinking he was part of a gun snug-~
-gling operation., They c¢laim he did not know the gun was to
be used to murder KIRG and they claim that RAY did not pull »
‘the trigger.
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8/26/74

(44-38861) /
(42-660)  ~aun NS

~3

20T TS S ATt ir]
BRUBJIECY:

Re WFO eirtel to the Burcaun Jaﬁ@d &/13/?%,xﬁej“hiw
el to the bDureau dated 5/27/74.

mnvlosed for Alezandria is one copy of zbove refereces
airtel dated 6/27/74.

3

Por the information of the Alexanfria Sivision, re W

alrtel and llemphis airtel containe nscessory detalls pertaining
to corrent investigation heing conducted in thig matter.

Oe 3/1/74, lirs. QMARBARA BITTUZR, flanayer, Lawailan
Yotel, L.B. Lwute 340 and laryland doute 17, near Drunswvick,
Haryland, uade avallable to S8 JOHIT L. THURSTOT all wotel -
*PquLI&t$PL rocords for the ilawalian (otel for the vears 1372
and 1373 and a review of these records fajiled to reveal any
veglstration record pertaining to ZILL NAERRIS and also failed
to revaal any registration record veltﬂinirg to DAVID J. GATNES,
or SNIRLSY GATNES, Nrs. BITTU 23 i advise that sometine duriag
1972, the motel changed hands and felt *Pat hecause of this,

‘

siruotor
sdexandria (Encl.l)
W) {d4~-783)

. - napnphis {(44~1%37)

1 ~ Zaltivore (44-063)

JWT L dow

{5)

SEARCHED,,,
SERIALIZéD.
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LA 44~669

the records pertaining to 1972 may not be complete. (It

should also be noted that a high percentage of registration
cards for 1972 were not dated and because of this, all 1972

and 1973 registration cards were reviewed). Hrs. BITT&&;
further advised that the cards that were reviewei would comprise
all the rbglstration cards for those years. i

on 8/1/74, Hrs, BE Y ¥ITEZ, Brunswick Police
bepartment, Brunswick, ! arvlane, advised 8A THURSTON that
neither BILL ZARRIS, DAVID J. GAINES, nor SHIRLEY GAI%Ea are
known to her and that none of them have any criminal arrest
record with the arunswicﬁ, maryland, Police Depart:ent.

On 8/8/74, TERESA hazw, Records Clerk, Uarylard
State Police, Frederick, Maryland, advised Sa TEURSTON that
there is no criminal arrest record under the nane of BILL or
VILLIAM HARRIS with the State Police Barracks in Frederick,
Maryviand.

on 8/1%/74, Hr, DOMALD DARR, Town Clerk, érunswickg
Haryland, advised that he racalls that a Chesapeake and Chio
Canal Citizen Advisory Cormission hearing was held at Brunswick
during either June or July, 1972, but stated he could provide
ne information as to whether a SHIRLEY CAINES was employe& as
a private court and conference reporter dt the Brunswick hearing.

On 8/26/74, dMr. JAMES SEWELL, Land Acquiﬁltlan pEficer,
chesapeake and Chic Canal National Historic Park, Hational Park
Sexvice, Fart Detrick, Fraderick, Maryland, advised SA THURSTOH
that he recalls that during 1972, a series of weetings dealing
with the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal advisory Commission were held
between Washington, D.C., z2nd Cumberland, Harvland, and recalls
that one of these nmeetings was held in Brunswick durxing either
June or July, 1972, although he stated he did not attend the
Brunswick meeting. He alsc stated that a JOAN PARZSCHS, Chesapeaks
and Ohio Park Planner, 1100 OQhio Orive, 5.¥., Washington, ».C.,
{telephone nuuber 202-426-7705), would have attended all of the
meetings and could possibly provide information as to whether
SHIRLEY GAINES was employed as a private court and conference
reporter at the Rrunswick hearing. He stated that SHIRLEY GAINES
is not kncwn to him, |

! .
- Baltimore indices were negative pertaining, to BILL
HARRIS, DAVID J. GAINES, SHIRLEY GAINES, and JERRY W“R"L.r
; N
T
|

)
i
i
|
1

i
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ALEXARDRIA DIVISION "

AT 6171 LEGSBURG PIRE, PALLS CAURCK, VIRGINIA

, - #7411 locate and interview DAVID J. GAINES an@
SHIRLEY CAIﬂEa_er any further information they may have
concerning DBILL HARRIS and will attempt to develop further
ianformation c@nwerning ﬁlm and where he could posaibly’b@

located. _
. . » | e . |

]

:

1
i

wro
AT WASHINGTOH, B.C.

Will contact JOUN PARSONS, Chesapeake and ﬁﬂio Canal
Park Planner. 1100 Ohic Dxrive, S5.W., Washington, D.C., telephone
purnber 202-428-7705, for any information he may have concerning
SHIRLEY GAINES' attendance at a Chesapeake and Ohio Lanal .

advisory Commission hearing held at Brunswﬁck, Aaryland in
|

June, 1972. ‘
: : L

//g &773/}3
dre 7730

|
|
)
!
|
I
g
o
l
!
!
|
|
I

i
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9/10/74

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

SAC, WFO (44-703)(RUC)

ReWFOairtel, 6/1/74, and BAairtel, 8/28/74.

‘ Mr. JOHN G, PARSONS, Chief, Department of Urban Project
Coordination, U. S. National Park Service, on 9/6/74, advised he conducted
" a hearing at Brunswick, Maryland on 6/7/72, of the Chesapeake and Ohio
- Canal Advisory Commision. Mr. PARSONS advised the hearings wefre recorded
by a court reporter whose identity he does not recall but which can be
determined through Hoover Reporting Company. He recalls the neporter, a
male, was driven back to his motel after the meeting by PARSOHS. The
motel was located next to the Hawaiian Restaurant in Brunswicﬁ. This
reporter, who performs considerable work for the National Park Service,
relies heavily upon tape recorders inm his work.

Mrs. DORIB HOOVER, Hoover Reporting Company, 320 Massachusetts
Avenue, Northeast, on 9/9/74, acknowledged the reporting of the hearing
of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Advisory Commission held 6/?/72, was
performed by DAVID GAINES, an employee of her company.. She %tated SHIRLEY .
GAINES, wife to DAVID GAINES is not an employee of the company and, to
her knowledge, does not perform court reporting work for anyjother company.

2 - Bureau ‘
. 2 = Memphis (44-1987)

= Alexandria T . - {
,Ain WFO (44-703) \\}V<i;// )
WBS:ctw ; :

© - b
,)77/( | _.

SEEILE STRIPPED, L;/c/ﬂ 76 2 _;,7?9

P13 1974 Searthed

Date. ., Sen?'md E
‘ '
Qs -
il ez F?ie?" e—d:K ;
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 6/3/76

SAC, WFO (44~703)

MURKIN
(00:ME)

ReButeleall, 6/1/76 to WFO,

Transmitted herewith to the Bureau are all sections of
WFO file on captioned case, The WFO file number is
44-703 consisting of Sections 1 through 8 and Sub C
Sections 1 - 5, The file is being delivered persomnally
under the supervision of SA WILLIAM B, SLOAN. to
SA JOHN T, ALDHIZER III, Room 4077, JED,

It is understood the Bureau will assure the file i
promptly returned to WFO when of no further assist
to the Bureau

2-Bureau (44-703)(13-encl)
1-Memphis (44-1987)(Ififo)
IyWFO (44-703)

WBS §
(4)

gyl 763 - 750
Searched 1.~ a
Serfalized Jo=

Indexed Il e cermmannny

<1

Filed - Ccii
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Conviction in
King Murder

" Assoclated Press

-.James Earl Ray, convicted killer of
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., asked the Supreme Court
yesterday to review his case. claiming
he was “set up to take the rap for a
crime he didn’t commit.”

Ray’s appeal said he was “framed
by the FBI and local police, and then
coerced by his own attorney to plead
guilty against his will.”

. James H. Lesar, the Washington at- -
tomey representmg Ray, wrote in ask-": -

ing the court to = review "Ray’s
convxctmn “The charge is that those ’

fvho did kill Dr. King are still at -

jarge. protected in part by the unwill-

‘ingnéss of the courts to face these un- 2

pleasant facts.

The petition did not mention an in- -

vestigation recently begun by the
House into the assassinations of King
_and Presxdent Kennedy.

King was killed by a rifle blast as’

he stood on a motel balcony in Mem-
phis in 1868,

" Ray was arrested in London and .
brought back to the United States to-

stand trial. He pleaded guilty.
In his petition, Ray, now an inmate

serving a life term in the Tennessee _

state penitentiary, said a thorough re-
view of his conviction is needed be-
cause potential conflicts of interest
between two of his attorneys cdenied
him “effective assistance of counsel.”
‘Ray was represented originally by at-
torneys Arthur Hanes and Percy Fore-

f s DT e e
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Washington StarNews _ 2~ 4
* Paily News (New York)
" The New York Times |
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer

The Los Angeles Times

Date 10/9/'76

'\‘EARCH[D .
SERIALAZR a
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9 (Revy2-14-74) - '
J
. FBT ™

-~

ransmit in Airtel

(Type in plaintext or code)

/" 11/12/76
. (Date)
o: SAC, WFO

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

t  Enclosed is a copy of a "Washington Star News'
article dated 10/9/76, reflecting that James Earl Ray has
appealed his conviction to the U. S. Supreme Court.

Washington Field Office promptly determine status
of Ray's appeal reportedly before the U. S. Supreme Court.
Promptly advise results. .

Enclosure\\ﬁ\'

(Do not type BEYOND THIS MARGIN.)

g
3]
S
=
£
)
&
_
~
<
Q
5
2
=
S

(Do not type below this line.)

Y4~ 743752
1 e [ T
Q/'d“ I NOV 151976

FEl— WASH. FIELD ONg]
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44.38861) g 12/7/76
SAC, WFO (44-703) (P¥)
MURKIN _ _

Reﬂﬁureau airtel to WFO dated 11/12/76.

Docket of U, S. Supreme Court showed:

Case Number: 76-5508 -

‘Title of Case: = JAMES EARL RAY vs. %arden
' J. H. ROSE

Peﬁitinn filed on 10/7/76.

Brief for respondent 1n oppasition f1led 11/22/76.
Distributed 11/26/76 ;

The petition contained no serious gallegations
against the FBI. .

%is

Searched Lo
Qarirdizad .-
Indeved |

Filed ——
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 12/17/76

SAC, WFO (44-703) (RUC)

MURKIN
Remylet, dated 12/7/76.

Doecket of U.S. Supreme Court showed:

Case Number: T76-5508

Title of Case: JAMES EARL RAY vs.
WARDEN J. H. ROSE

Petition denied on 12/13/76.

The petitlon contalned no serious allegati
against the FBI.

| 759
- 903 - 7%/"
earched

erizlized JL-
‘Hdexed

Hiled JUS
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U.S. Departm’?)f Jus Lce

'Federal Bureau of Investiigaﬁon
In Reply, Pleqse Refer to _ o Blrmlngham, Alabanlla 35203
File No. o : ‘ o July 23, 1982 -;w

.w .

JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING-VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS-CONSPIRACY

Captain E. Robins, Jefferson County Sheriff's
Office, Fairfield, Alabama, advised Paul Bernard Marler
had telephonically contacted the Sheriff's Office.lin :Bessemer,
Alabama, and stated James Earl Ray did not kill Martin
Luther King. Captain Robins advised this conversation
‘'was taped and he will make a copy of the tape avalhable
to the Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon.

" This document contains neither
recommendat ions nor cenclusions of
tha FRI, It iz the prnparty of*
+he TR and is leamad %o Tour £4oncy;
it and its contents ve not to Le
distribvuisd outsids your agency. C

SEA CHED IND ED
SERIALIZED 0

" AUG -4 '1982 .
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
1

Date of.iran-sqlptlc:ﬁ Jul 23 19 82 - |

CAPT. E. ROBINS, Jefferson County Sheriff's .
'Office, made available a tape of a telephone-conversation -
on July 11, 1982, by PAUL BERNARD MARLER, the transcripts'
of whlch is attached o

|nvesug;{ion on_ 7/15/82 Fail"‘Field - Alabama BH 44-1740

,___ SA PETER JOHN BODKIN:mjl | " oate aictated__ 7/19/'82 :

2

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBIl and is loaned to your agency;

t and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency,
: ) FB1/D0J
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':[‘estlng 1‘2, 3. Testlng 1, 2, 3. .\

R known Female Sherlff s Offlce

Sheriff's Office iﬂﬂJefferson'County?
Yes sir, |

(uninteliigible)

Okay.
My name is PAUL, P A U L BERNARD MARLER
What is it? Is it PAUL or POL"‘>

PAUL, P A U L.

Okay.

BERNARD MARLER, M A R L E R.

MARLE R?.
Yes ma'am.
. Okay.
U'm up in Calhoun County.
| Caihoun? ' |
Calhoun County.

Okay.

I'm a white male. 1I's born | I'm sorry

A [: I m calllng 1n referencé to JAMES EARL .

RAY L]

JAMES EARL RAY?
| | o |
- Right. S : |

Okay. What, what about JAMES EARL RAY?
'He didn't kill MARTIN LUTHER KING.

He didn't kill MARTIN LUTHER KING?
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No ma'am we did it., - -
You did.  Who, who was you besides....

LEO DENHAM.

LEO DUNHAM?

LEO...DNH...D ENHA M.

'D ﬁAN4H...

DN....DUN....

DUN...

....HAM, DENHAM

...HAM. DENHAM, =

Right. LEO fired'théfghot; JAMES RAY‘waé‘avpunk.

] S : : ¥ ’
He never shot anybody. He ain't never been that brave.

Okay...have you, péve you gglied the polic department' o
to investigate? ' o
I've called the "Washington Post." I had called, I havé'_
talked with the warden in Tennessee...WafdJn'DAVIS aﬁd
‘you can call that okay éﬁd verify it. | o
" pid theyiteil you to call us OTern.
No, no. | _ | _
I -just don't think I'm gon Ee'here that long. I just
"want, I juét don't want JAMES RAY £o die for somethingf@”*“
thét he didn't do. Now he might be, they might lock

him'up'forever‘IAdon't know. That's up to JAMES you

know. JAMES was, he was, uh, he was, he wa? a nitty,

. _ | o
he was a punk anyway. But JAMES didn't kil} that

-

: : | T
- nigger. I didn't mean to say that. JAMES RAY didn't

kill MARTIN LUTHER KING. We did. y
‘You, you and this LEO D E N H A M. o ‘

1EO killed him. I didn't kill him, but I wa'lls there;

and that makes me a part of it. Right? -
. h .
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@
Yes sir.. What, whet,'yeu live in Calhonanounty?
I just gave you that. o g \n ”
What's yonr, uh, what's your eddress?r '#.n
716 East 10th Street and I'm at 238;;,§eve£teeh,
] seventy-se#en. |
. 238....seventeen, seventy seven°
Yes ma'am. o
And your address'was_seven sixteen°
I whatn't involved in it. I saw it.
Do you know where he 1s now'>
Yes I do.
Where is he?
I'll talk to.you ébout that“iater./};,
Okay. | _‘ .' ; _
I had nothing te do with it,vun;'well maybe| I did.“
Maybe I had soﬁething,to.do.with-it because I didn't
come forthvearlier'you‘knew;;.. L |
‘Yeah. ‘ _
....to say what I had to sey.  ﬁutti'saw th%vman; It.AA
‘wasn't involved in;it; I didn't shoot at aﬂybody,;j_'“
but I saw the man that shot MARTIN LUTHER KING.
‘Ang you've already.... | |

Yes I‘did

investigated him.
I've already called "Washington Post."
And what did they tell you? '

‘I don't know what they told me.

You've already called the pollce department Tnd
|
i
\
|
l
l
l
|-
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|

: |
I've called you.” I've ‘called Mobile.’ I'Q dcalied |
Atlanta. I've called Memphis. I'Qe called and talked
to this Judge, uh....I ve . talked to, ‘uh, Wirden DAVIS 'f
at the penltentlary in Tennessee.< I've done already
talked to hlm.
-Well okay. Well I...,. A _
Lady, I'm blind and I don't know how 1ong J migon
‘live. But I'm gon tell you...that man d1d qot kiil.

MARTIN LUTHER KIN_G, They've got the wrong n’tén.,

Well okay. I got the situation and I'1l, (unintelligible). .

I'll pass it on.
I appre01ate_1t.

Okay - i

Wait...are you in Beséemer?
Yes sir. |
Well that's where it came from.: Now let me tell fou:
something else.
- Where what came from?

Where information came from;
.Aré'you in Bessemer?

. That's where it all came from in Bessemer, Homewood

-right? Now and do you know the man...are.YOu still on?.
Yaé‘I'm (unintelligible) | | , |
Okay you know they said the man, therguh Jhat killed.

KING came from Homewood whatever right. That Woods boy.
I hope you're getting all this down. . There was WOODS

boy that sold him my gun. You see lady...
‘Uh huh. ' |
I'm the man thatvbrought the gun.

)
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'You hougrsthe_ gun? .

Now then... | -

What kind of gun was it?

That wasn't the only...now wait a minute.

that's where everybody'got scfewed up;> Ho_'many'guns'
were there was bought? You don t know that do you°
No sir, (unlntelllglble)

The law don't even know it.

I'm not up on, bn, uh, the killing.

Okay, yeah..owell but;it was, uh, it was, uh, it was
a traglc thing rlght ) But you got the wrong man. .
There was more guns bought that day than \Y at the law -
knows ‘about. Okay.... Will"you haxewhlm to._
" call me if you don't mind.g L

Who do you want to call you? .

The police. o _

You want a sergeant to'talk-to you?

'Yeah. |

Okay. Hold on just .a second.

‘Now Wait,..; |

"Hello.

Sire.o.

Sir didn't you want to talk to a sergeant?

l

| o o

Hello. . ' o e f_A \
B

Sir...Mr. MARLER....Hello....I guess he's h ng up. s

s
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*Birmingham, Alabsma
" December 5, 19879 '

chx 'rowsm
~ TERRY mxmgxs.
RALPH TURNER; - _ e
- JERRY CARR |
- OFFICERS, ANHISTON pomcn nnpax'rmzm;;_
. CECIL BLOSTER, FIREMAN, - LT
ANNISTON FIRE DEPARTMENT,.
. ARNISTON, ALA
. PAUL BERNARD
. "DUKE" MARL
CIVIL RI

: On November 19, 1979 Paul Bernard Harler, 716

East IOth Street, Anniston,’ Alabama, telephonically con‘

~tacted the Washington, D.C. office of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation at which time he related the following

'f; V; In September or October 1970. he and:his rothe
were arrested at the VF¥ Hall in Anniston, ‘Alabama, follow-
ing a fight resulting from drinks. His brother, whem put::
in jail, was beatenlby the officers.: This is not & racial =

matter as the police officers and his brother were ihite.__,"'

On June 15, 1979 Paul Bernard Harler appe red
at the Anniston, Alabama.,Resident Agency, obvionsli under
| . the influence of either alcohol or narcotics. Throughout - -
the interview, Marler would doze off or begin cryinglun—;ef*”'
explainably. Marler complained that in 1970 he and his - -
brother, '"Duke", had gone to the VFW Club in Anniston to .
pay . their dues., VWhile there, they began to drink anp trouble
" broke out between them and some of the patrons or bartenders -
“at the club. Marler stated that seeing his brother in a
fight with several other individuals, he then broke 2
- bottle and came to his brother's assistance. uarler stated

This document contains neither recommendations nor cbn-

clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is

loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not toib-.
distributed outside your agency. =

- ‘ 8

- -y
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A Departme.)flqsticé_ :

Federal Bureau of Investigation

In Reply, Please Refer to . " Birmingham, Alabama
File No. L : July 23, 1982

JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING-VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS-CONSPIRACY .

Captain E. Robins, Jefferson County Sherlff'
Office, Fairfield, Alabama, advised Paul Bernard M&rler
had telephonlcally contacted the Sheriff's Office. #n Bessemer,
Alabama, and stated James Earl Ray did not kill Martin
Luther King. Captain Robins advised this conversation
was taped and he will make a copy of the tape avallable

- to the Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon.

This document contains nelther o 1 : . »
recomnendat ions nor ccnelusions of SR R . Co- o —
tya TRI. It iz the propsriy off - 6/1// 7&3 '-’7%L6 '

T A ig , e 0m o ey o) H -
the ,.EIit'.'._.c‘l .La*lc._\ Q% f*tu‘to _,;::mv SEAR{‘HED INDEXED

: oEG LYe no L -
it unr_ ts rnnueﬁzn 0 SERI LQED z?
digtriouted cutside your agency.

| avsa 82

IFB"I . WASH. FIELD O

(‘

|
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1

Date of trap;crlptlc;;a' July 23 , 1982

|

CAPT. E. ROBINS, Jefferson County Sheriff!s
Office, made available a tape of a telephone: conversatlon
on July 11, 1982, by PAUL BERNARD MARLER, the transcrlpts
of which is attached @ S

Investigation on 7/15/82 Fairfieldﬁ Alabama . ¢ BH 44-1740

SA PETER JOHN BODKIN:mjl " oate atetatea_1/19/82
2

This document contalns nelther recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. .
FB1/D0J
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Testing 1.2, 3. Testing 1, 2, 3. ‘

nknown Female Sheriff's Office

Sheriff'é Office in Jefferson County?
Yes sir. - .
(uninteliigible)

Okay.

My name is PAUL, P AU L gﬁkNARD MARLER.
What is it? Is it PAUL or POL?

PAUL, P A U L. | |

Okay. _

BERNARD MARLER, M A{gfL E R.
MARLE R? '

Yes ma'am.

Okay.

U'm up in Calhoun County. -

Caihoun?

Calhoun County.

Okay.

I'm a white male. I's born I'm sorry

I'm calling-in reférenc%’to'JAMES EARL
RaY. | o
JAMES EARL RAY?
- Right.

Okay. What, wha£ aboutAJAMES EARL
'He didn't kill MARTIN LUTHER KING.

He didn't kill MARTIN LUTHER KING?
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No ma'am we did it.

[
You did. Who, who:yaé you besides;.;.'
LEO DENHAM, | A
- LEO DUNHAM?
LEO...DNH...D EN H A M.
‘DU N H...

'DN....DUN....

DUN...
....HAM. DENHAM
...HAM. D E N H A M.
Right. LEO fired the shot.

He never shot anybody.

JAMES RAY was

a punk.

He ain't never beeh that brave.

~ Okay...have you, have you called the police department

to investigate?
I've called the "Washington Post." I had
talked with the
you can call that okay and verlfy 1t
" bid- they tell you to call us OF....
No, no. |

I just don't think I'm gon be here that lc

“want, I just don't want JAMES RAY to die f

‘that he didn't do. Now he might be, they

him up forever I don't know. ’That's up tc
know.' JAMES was, he was, uh, he was, .he . v
he was a punk anyway.
JAMES

nigger. I didn't mean to say that.

kill MARTIN LUTHER KING.

warden in Tennessee...WardeniDAVIS and

But JAMES didn‘t ki

D

>ng;-'I:just
or something
might'lock

> JAMES you
vas a nitty,::
11 that

RAY didn't

-We did.
You, you and this LEO D EN HA M.
LEO killed him. I dldn t kill hlm, but I

and that makes me a part of it. Right?

4

a
|
-
|
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o | o
Yes sir. What, what, you live in Calhouh Coﬁnty?
I just géve‘you that. F
What's your, uh, what's your address?
716 East 10th Street and I'm at 238..Q§eventeéﬁ,-

~ seventy-seven.

238....seventeen, seventy-seven?

=

Yes ma'am.

o}

And your address was seven sixteen?
I whatn't involved in it. I saw it.

Do you know where he lS now?

2

Yes 1 do.

Where is he?

2 a-

I'll talk to you gbout that later.

- - S
v -’;“"“‘
"

Okay.

= o

I had nothing to do with it; uh,'Well maybe I did.

Maybe I had soméﬁhing3to_do.ﬁith~it because I didn't
~come forth earlier"you‘kﬁéw:...Ma : |

Yeah. |

....to say what I had to séy.  Bu£jI saw the man; T

wasn't involved in it. I didn't shbot ét anybody, |

but I saw the man that shot MARTIN LUTHER KING.

Ang yoﬁ‘ve already....l

Yes I did.

You've already called thé police depértment and

investigated him.
I've already-called "Washington Post."
And what did they tell you'>

I don't know what they told me.
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i've called yau;' i've“called Mobile.: I'le ‘called
Atlanta. I've called Memphis. I've callﬁd and talked
to this judge, uh....I ve . talked to, uh, ﬁarden DAVIS
- at the penltentlary in Tennessee.; I ve dope already
talked to hlm. |

Well okay. Well I....

\
\
: ' {
Lady, I'm blind and I don!t know how long I'm gon

live. But I'h gbn tell you...that man did\not kill
MARTIN LUTHER KING. They've got the ﬁroné\man.

well okay. I got the situation and I'll, {ﬁnintelligible).
I'll pass it on; |

I appreciate it.

okay°

Wait...are YOu in Bessemer?

Yes sir. |

Well that's where it came from. Now‘let'meAtéll you
something else. |
Where what came from?

Where information came from.

Are yéu in Bessemer?

- That's where it all came from in Bessemer, Homewood
‘right? Now and do you know the man...are you still on?.
Yes I'm (unintelligible) | I

Okay you know they said the man, the gun tha killed

KING came from Homewood whatever right. ThaF Woods boy.

I hope you're getting all this down. ‘There:%as WOODS

boy that sold him my gun.. You see lady....

, |
Uh huh. A ‘ |

. |
I'm the man that brought the gun. |

6
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You bougt’t'he ‘gun?

Now then...

What kind of gun was it?

That wasnit'the'only..;now wait a mihute.\‘Thatis;
thaf's whefe everybody got screwed up. H&W'many guhé
were there was boughi? 'You}don'f kﬁow'thét do you?
No sir, (ﬁnintelligible) £ S
The law don't even know it.nﬁ

I'm not up on, 6n, uh, the killing.

Okay, yeah...weli bu#iit was,,hh, it was, ﬁh; it was
a tragié thing right;;:But you got the wrong man. |
There was more guns bbught tﬁaﬁ day than Jﬁat thé law -
knows about. Oka?.e.. Will“fou héxgﬁpim to
call me if you don't mind.. ‘ {%;M'>
Who do you want to call you?

The police. |

You want a sergeant to talk-to you? -

" Yeah.

Okay. Héld on just.a second.

‘Now wait....

Hello.
S;r....
Hello. . o o
Sir didn;t you want to talk to a sergeant? |

Sir...Mr. MARLER....Hello....I guess he's Hung up.

|
\
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- Birmingham, Alabsma -
“ December 5; 1979 .

RICK TOWNSLEY;

' TERRY WAL

. RALPH TUR}
JERRY CARR

" OFFICERS, ‘ARNISTON pomcg nzmamm i SRR

-~ CECIL BLOSTER FIREMAN,
. ANNISTON FIRE DEPARTHENT,
" ARRISTON, ALA
_PAUL BERNARD ER - VICTIH
- "DUKE" MAR - VICTIH
CIVIL RI
i I

(} 'N_: Ll

" On November 19. 1979 Paul Bernard Harler. 716:
East 10th. Street, Anniston, Alabama, telephonically cé
tacted the Washington, D.C. office of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation at which time he related the following"

'*Q Qv In September or Oocober 1970. he an ahis brothe
were arrested at the VFW Hall in ‘Anniston, Alabama, follow-f'
ing a fight resulting from drinks. His brother, when |put - :
in jail, was beatenby the officers.: This is not & racial -
matter as the police officers and his brother were white. j

| On June 15, 1979 Paul Bernard uarler appeaéed
at the Anniston, AIEbwma, Resident Agency, obviously under
| the influence of either alcohol or narcotics. Throughout

the interview, Marler would doze off or begin crying un= .- fﬁﬁﬂz”,.i b

explainably. Marler complained that in 1970 he and bis =
brother, '"Duke", had gone to the VFW Club in Anniston ito -
pay. their dues. Vhile there, they began to drink and Frouble
broke out between them and some of the patrons or bart

at the club. Marler stated that seeing his brother in a -
fight with several other individuals, he then broke a |

| bottle and came to his brother's assistance. Marler stated

kS |

This document contains neither recommendations nor con-—
"lelusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI an& is
distributed outside your agency.

_ . A
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ity \.\

g"'the fight’ ’
B

and under’ the inflluence of drugs -for which he has 8" doctor 8, "
_prescription. In addition, he - currently '; s ‘an
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_Memorandum @

DIRECTOR, FBI & pae July 23, 1982
SAC, BIRMINGHAM/(44-1740)"

Subject : JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING—VICTIM :
' CIVIL RIGHTS-CONSPIRACY ‘
00: MEMPHIS

Enclosed for the Bureau are the ‘original ar
three copies of a letterhead memorandum containing |
investigation by the Birmingham Office. Enclosed foa:
the information of the Atlanta, Memphis, Mobile and
WFO Offices are two copies of an LHM containing resu
of investigation by the Birmingham Office.

ADMINISTRATIVE:

The Blrmlngham Office is not 1nterv1ew1ng
PAUL BERNARD MARLER in connection with this matter
due to his. mental incompetency and he is an alcoholi

2-Bureau (44-38861) (Enc. 4)
2-Atlanta (44-2386) (Enc. 2)
2-Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 2)
2-Mobile (157- 262 &Enc. 2)
@-WFo- " (Enc.

1-Birmingham

PJB/acm

. (11)

i 70} 78t

SEARCHE
'xmAn

AUg 9 182

—FBi~wro
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Memorandumi @

DIRECTOR, FBI : ~ Date July.%3, 1982

SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)

Subject : JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING—VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS-CONSPIRACY = .~
00: MEMPHIS

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and.

three copies of a letterhead memorandum containing

investigation by the Birmingham Office. Enclosed for

the information of the Atlanta;'Memphis, Mobile and
WFO Offices are two copies of an LHM containing resul
of investigation by the Birmingham Office.

ADMINTISTRATIVE:"

The Birmingham Office is not intéf?iéwing
PAUL BERNARD MARLER in connection with this matter
due to his mental incompetency and he is an alcoholi

lts

2-Bureau (44-38861) (Enc. 4)

2-Atlanta (44-2386) (Enc. 2)

2-Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 2)

2-Mobile (157-2627) (Enc. 2)
WEO (Enc. 2) '
-Birmingham

PJB/acm

(11)

S 79 5
SEARCHED ;;7 J
SERIALIZE
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