
an: Now, just a moment. 

I participated in it, yes, unwillingly. 

And you feel guilty about it don't you. 

1: You're god damn right I do. 

All right. One, you still eat meat? 

Yes. 

Well. 

Look, I can't (inaudible) I 

All right, this is what I'm saying. You start / 

some of the books and you'll find. You'll read 
I 
I 
I 

em over and over and you can, through meditation devote I 

I 
ourself to a certain type of reality, ah, but still remain 

I 
ery much in this level. A human being lives at many I 

I 
I any levels and you know that and it's a frustration to 
I 

ou because you don't know the levels at which you're i 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

iving. i • 

Bill: 
I 

That's beautiful. But, you talk about frustration. 

(inaudible) 
I 

Woman: All right, you did what you had to do. Sweetheart, 
I 

would you just plain listen. You did what you were told rand 

had to do. 

Bill: 

Woman: 

Bill: 

In front of 20 million people. 

All right. 

I feel like (inaudible) 

11 
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n: Don't feel, if you don't eliminate that guilt in 

manner from your system 

(inaudible) 

n: No you have not. 

I haven't said that I'm not going to do it. 

But you did. 

W man: 

Yeah. 

And that's why the lines in your face. 

All right. 

And you're still a young man. 

(iaudible) 

My darling you don't need to die from me. 

Why not? 

That's why I want you to do some reading. 

A 1 right, now we're going to shut this tape off and 

I want to show you some books. 

11: (inaudible) 

man: No, no, I'm not going to, oh hell. You can 

your own guilt if you want to, good heavens. 

no guilt of, of anything. 

(inaudible) 

I 

No, I could never kill anything. All right, 

is the difference of course. Just a moment. 

you believe in reincarnation, I know that in a life 

12 

. I 
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time I was a man once, not a woman. 

Bill: (inaudible) 

Worn n: You've got to over come this, honey, and you 

can't do this. 

Bil : (inaudible) 

Listen anything I give to you is given willingly. 

(inaudible) 

Oh no. Well, 

(inaudible) 

Well, .•• 

(inaudible) 

. . . 

When you're deeply soggy then you know. 

(inaudible) 

That's 

I know that. Oh I know that. Don't you think 

I knew that, without even listening to your conversation. 

I felt your vibrations. 

B 11: (inaudible) 
i 

That's right, I don't have to assume anything to, 

(inaudible) 

No, not at all. Thank you. 

(inaudible) 

13 
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Woman: Thank you. \ 
\ 

Bill: (inaudible) I 
\ 

Woman: Well, I'm going to cut the tape off rigHt now. 

I want to introduce you briefly to these books. \ 
I 
I Bill: 

Woman: 

husband. 

Bill: 

Woman: 

Bill: 

Woman: 

Bill: 

Woman: 

Bill: 

Woman: 

(inaudible) 
I 

And you know I'm very deeply in love with ~Y 

(inaudible) 
I 

I want you to look at them, though. (inaudible) 

(inaudible) 

And one day, that's nice. 

(inaudible) 

Oh my goodness I wouldn't want any more. 

(inaudible) 

I want you to go home and, uh, make mad 

\ 
\ 
I 

\ 
I 
I 

\ 

I 

passionkte 
\ 

love to your wife,· my god. I 

(inaudible) 

Oh, don't say that. 

(inaudible) 

You don't know what my ideas are. 

(inaudible) 

Most men, ah, do, find their achiles heel. 

I respect you. 

Do you know what my idea is? 

14 
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• 
Bill: (inaudible) 

Woman: It doesn't matter. 

Bill: Because you've got proof, about 190 ;f!them. 
I 

I (inaudible) 
I 

Woman: I don't have to prove anything to anybd,dy. 

Bill: (inaudible) 

Woman: You've got to use that wonderful mind 

and stop living the past. 

Bill: 

Woman: 

hurry. 

Bill: 

Woman: 

Bill: 

Woman: 

(inaudible) 

Well, I am a woman too, but just in my 

(inaudible) 

No. Well, I'm going to shut this off 

Now, let's talk. 

David, we're home now. 

15 

I 

I 
I 

of yours 
I 
I 

I 

Husband's 
I 

I 

I 
\ 
I 

I 
for 

I 
I 

i 

now. 
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TO 

-~ OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1882 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.5 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. 

Memorandum 
SAC, WFO (44-703*)(C) 

C KENNETH P. WILKEY 

\ 
DATE5./28/74 

: ASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING; 
CIVIL RIGHTS \ 

\ 
On 5/28/74, at 2:45 p.m., DAVID Ji, 

GAINES, 6171 Leesburg Pike, Apt 532, Falls Church, \Virginia, 
telephone number 534-5572, visited WFO and stated t~at he 
would lime to remit the enclosed tape recording for I\ 
consideration. 

I 

\ GAINES stated that the tape contains a 
I 

converstaion between his wife, SHIRLEY GAINES, and an 
individual who identifies himself as BILL (MNU) HARRIIS. 
Both pa~ticipants on the tape were in a semi-inebriatkd 

. • I 

state when the recording was made. In the recording, \HARRIS 
states that JAMES EARL RAY had nothing to do with the 1 

assination, but that he and others conected with the I 
I 

United Auto Workers and the Teamsters.Unions planned and 
I 

paid for the assination. \ 

The recording was made while GAINES wa~ 
on a job as a private court and conference recorder at~ 
Public Hearing on Cheasapeake and Ohio Canal Citizen Advisory 
Conunisssion at Brunswick, Maryland, sometime in June of 1972.-
During the job, he and his wife were staying at the 1 

I 
Hawiian Hotel in Bruaswick. HARRIS and several other men 1 
were staying in the room next to theirs. 1 

\ 

SHIRLEY GAINES heard on the radio last week 
that several men were being investigated for their part 
n the assination of Dr. KING. She then remembered the 

\ 

-1lct.3 7 7o/ 'f 
- eJIED ll'fDEXED1_ 

§Eff/Af.lZED ~ILED 1?:l9 
MAY 2 91974 '

1 
FBI - WASH. F.- o. . 

Buy U.S. Sa,vings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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.. • • 
I 

tape that she and HARRIS had made and -wanted to\bring it 
to the radio station. GAINES then listeded to the tape and 
decided to bring it to the FBI. He stated that \the tape 
is a copy and that he retains the original at h~s home in 
casstC!e form. GAINES stated that the FBI is -wellcome to it 
if it is needed and that he -wishes to remain coJpletely 

I anonymous in the matter. 

-2-
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AIRTEL 

TO: 

FROM: 

MURKIN 
(00:ME) 

• 

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

SAC, WFO (44-703) 

6/18/74 

Enclosed for the Bureau and each office is a transcript of a 
conversation between SHIRLEY GAINES and BILL (MNU) HARRIS dbncerning captioned 
matter. . _ _ ·.. \\ 

On 5/28/74, DAVID J. GAINES, 6171 Leesburg Pike, tipartment 532, 
Falls <ll.urch, Virginia, teleplione 534-5572, contacted WFO aid stated he would 
like to make available a tape recording for the FBI's consideration concerning 
the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. . \\ 

GAINES stated that the tape contains a conversati~~ between his wife, 
SHIRLEY GAINES, and an individual who identifi:es himself a~· D..L (MNU) HARRIS. 
According to GAINES, both participants on the tape were in a semi-inebriated 
condition when the recording was made. ln the recording. , IS states that 
JAMES EARL RAY had nothing to do with the assassination of NG but that he 
and others connected with the United Auto Workers and the Tedlmsters Union 
planned and paid for the assassination. i 

The rec6rd reportedly was made while ~INES was ort f job as a 
private court ~d conference reporter at a public hearing on \,Chesapeake and 
Ohio Canal Citizen Advisory Contnission at :Brunswick, Maryland\ sometime in 
June of 1972. Ue stated that during this d,.me he and his wif; were staying 
at the Hawaiian Hotel in Brunswick, Maryland. llARRIS and sevtral other men 
were staying in the room next to theirs. \\ 

GAINES stated that his wife, SHIRLEY, heard on the ~ dio recently 
that several men were being investigated fo·r their part in th assassination 
of KING. She then ren1embered the tape that she imd HARRIS had made. GAINES 
stated that after listening to the tape he decid~d to bring it to the FBI. 

2 - Bureau (Enc 1) ·. ; Lf'-{'- 7a 3 · 71 S-
2 - Memphis (44-1987)(Enc 1) ~h' 
1 - Alexandria {Info) {Enc 1) \ 1~ 
1 - Baltimore (Info)(Enc 1) 

Ct~- WFO 
ABK:ctw, 
(7) cru.J 

· Seri21izocl _yi. _11:---=-
.. ti Searched 

/ 
lw11r ed \ ~----

,; \ Fiied __::_j[f 
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WFO 44-703 

He stated that the tape is a copy and that he retains the original at his 
home, which the FBI may have if they desir,a to. \t 

. . ~ 
In view of the fact that WFO does not have available all the facts 

concerning the assassination of KING and since Memphis wJs office of origin, 
the Memphis Office should review the transcript to detei:nilne if any investi­
gation need be conducted as a result of information conta~ned in the 
transcript. · i 

Information copies are being sent to Alexandria]and Baltimore in 
th<i event additional investigation is requested by ~hi l 

2 
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TO 

FROM 

OP)"IONAL FORM NO. ID 
MAY 11182 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101•11.8 • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, WFO (44-703) 

SA O.M.Smasal, S-7 

I 

DATE:, 6/21/7 4 
I 

I 

\ 
I 

SUBJECT: JAMES EARL RAY I 
\ 
I CIVIL RIGHTS - ASSASSINATION MLK, JR. 

On this date, Mr. DAVID J. DUBOIS, 2501 - 12th st., 
SE, Wash., D.C., Tel. No. 546-9007, telephonical~y advised 
that during 1968, at a time when he was overseas1 and his 
wife was in Washington, _she was negotiationg wit~ an individ­
ual for rental of an apartment at 616 A St., NE ~n WDC. He 
applied for the apartment, paid for a month's re~tal of $240. 
w11Jtch turned out to be a bum check. It was dated

1 
4/1/68 and 

signed by a G. M. NOVEL, drawn on the Citizens National Bamk 
& Trust of Columbus, Ohio. This individual never ~id occupy 
the apt., since Mrs. DuBois learned that the chec~ was no 
good before he had a chance to move in. \. 

Mr. DuBois said that his wife feels 1tha
1if: the 

man she was negotiating with for the rental was in 1 fact 
captioned subject as he strongly resembeled photographs of 
the subject which were prominently in the papers at that 
time. 

1 - wfo 
OMS 
(1) 

Above for information. 

4-'+-7C?:S-7CJtr 
SEARCHED_ . INDEXED 
SERIALIZED~FI LED-J.•--,-. ---,.-1 

1-l. 11\l n ·: \,:, ··· -: 
v , , ~ .-:, L -~ r:1 I .. _t 

FBI-WASH. FiELb OFF E 

I 

I 
\ 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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6/27/74 

airtel 

DIR.BCTM. FBI {44-38861) 

Re Wl!O ai.rtel to. the .. Bureau, 6/18/74. 

BALTIMORE I~lVISlON 

. ~T DRpNS\fIC:K,1 :tdARYLAND. Will, through regiStration 
records of the 'ffawaiian Hotett attempt to identify BILL lli\RRIS 
a.ad nave hiti interviewed regarding -•tatements ma.de by biJit con­
cerning the murder of-1!4ARTIN LUTHER KING. In.the event HARRIS 
is now -an off.lcial of a labor union na tioual- headquarters· or is 
a. controversial· figure in the labor movement 1 Bureau per.mis-­
sion should be obtained bti>re conducting this interview. ·, 

Memphis indic• contain nothing identifiable wit4-- : .. 
ILL RARlUS iu connection with this case. · · · 

For the additional asaistance ~f Ar,en.t• conducting 
intervi.ew with HARUIS, the following: ia set ~orth: ' 

- Bureau 
Baltimore 
WFO (Jnfo) 
Memphis 

SEARCHE .
1 

........... INDEXED".....,.."!!91 . ' ,,.,_s ·1/1/1-7. .. 
SERIALIZED. -;:Y.1;; ..... FflED.m .. f,n/;~ 

JUL 1 1974 ' 
FBI ---- WA§H, · F. O. 
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l 

11E 44--1987 
,,, 

' ! 
• : I 

• I ; . \ .. 

, KING· arrived in llempbµ.. on the morning. ~f 
_ -3/28/68, from Atlanta~ Georgia.~·-. The sanitation workers 
at Kempbi$ were then o·n strik~ .in. wba t 'had become ·_a - , 
long, bitter <iiSpute over wa~ee,· clleck-o:ffs, etc. \The 
sanitation worker& were represented by the American·· 

. F:ederation ot State, County a1.1d Municipal ianployeea. · ... _ 
.- (AFSC100: of. which one J'BRR;Y WORTH was Presi~ent • WORTH · 

·_ · ·:had been· ill ·»emi>ui. during .pa.rt of: this strike,. but 1. tli"is · 
··office cannot say 1fhether or ·not ·WOnTH was here on .any · 
particular day. · HENRY LOEB _was .then -the Mayor· of Kemph~• •. 

. ,, ··. . ' 

' : . . ' ' 1 ' 

_ ' KING led a _ march· thro_ugh downtown Memphis._ s·~ort- ' 
_. ly before noon on 3/28/68,. but ·the march bad barely gotten · 
underway be.fore the marcher$ began· looting the stores_ ·,along ·. 

- the route of the :march. KING fled the sce~e, and the J.teaPhia 
, Pol~ce Depa.rtment dispersed the mob and torcecl· them out .o:f 
the- downtown area. - · · · · · 

_ KING .·&pent the -night· oi ·a/28/68, il1 Mt1Jmph:ls ,·· \ . 
lea v1ng the next day .to returrs to A tl.anta. KING' s prestige 

_ had auffered a· serious blow in that he had been. unable tp 
control bis. followers and the npeaceful" march had. turned· into.· 
a riot.- It has. b¢tm $peculated that KING 'e r:eturn to Memphis· -
on .4:/3/68 was d9ru, . at· the urging ·of . hilJ adviso:rs, · and his', . . : 
leadiug anothfµ" march on. ··4/5/68, was ·to · be· done to ·rabui_ld · -. 
hiS public image. As_ you are aware, KlNG was ~hot and kilied 
at about 6;00 pm on 4/4/68, while standing <>n the balcony of -

:Ls-motel. 
. ·.-..' . ·,, t•.; ,··.' \- .'. • • 

_ :All of the.· evidence 1n, this case points to . the . , ·: 1 , ·. · 

f ct tl;lat.JAM:SS .EARL MY~ acting alon~, was KINGts:murdererJ 
T ere has been·nothing to indicate. tb.at·RA:Y ever received . 
a y la~ge sum of money from ·anyone• :;.lnd what we k~ow of his ·1 · · 

li ing ha.bits, both before and after the murder, would .indi- · . · 
- ea e ho lived on a. very 11mited amc;mnt of money. · We ctfnot \ 

kn w the · source o~ -~ven the sma ~l ·a1:1oun t of maey poasessed· · · 
by __ y ,- put since we know him to mtve robbed a bank in · , 

' .• . ' . 

2 
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. I 

1· 
i . 

. l . , . 
. England after fleeing .to· that country. it is a reasonable 
presumption that R.."\Y· committed robberies in the', .Unitec.\ 
States during the.time· he ••~·_a fugitive. !· · 

• • I 

RAY entered a ·plea of guilty to the clla,rge that 
he murdered KING and :I.S _ now· serving- .99 years ·1n i the . 
Tennessee State Pris.on. · At the time ,of his guilty plea . 
Rt\Y was represented by ,PJ~CY l'ORBKAN · of Roui.ton--i, Texas·. -
RAY now claims he waa·not adequately ·represented -by . 

·FOREMAN, and be is a tt•pting to have hiS guil cy plea · ·, · 
set aside in_ order to ~e granted a ·trial in st~~e court. 

RAY's· current attorneys have made public state­
ment• to the effect:tbat RAY bought the murder weapon and 
brought.· it to Memphis :thinking he was part of a gun smug­
.gling operation. They· claim· he did not know tbe\ gun wa,s to 
be used to.murder Kl.NG. ·and th~y claht. that RAY· ~id not pull 
·the trigger. 

3 

I. 
j 

I ,: 
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8/28/74 

r 

/ 
;' 

I / 

'·,( // 
'~----~---

:;,_~ i-nro ui.rt.el to th.e Bur(';AU tlat~d 6/18/74 1, ?-~enphis 
ai.rtel to t:.h.D 0uro.zltt dated iV27 /74.. 

i~n.closeil for Ale):.a.ndria is. one copy of ..above refere.ced 
r:.:;e;::~phis airtel dated 6/21'/74. · 

i?or the. infor:1ation of the ;\lcxanr.lria ::-;ivioion, ro WPO 
ai.rtcl an..:::;. l:e.raphis airtt?-1 contains .neccnsary details p~rtaininq 
to current inventigation beia,;J -con<lucteq in this :r:~att$r .. 

. ' 
On 'J/1/7 4, ; '.\IS. ~~.:\!lli.1\1",..:\ DIT11.'i)2_H, F :.,'.\na-ger, La.waiizu1 

~:;ctol, !..., • .s. ~toute 340 and .':<)ry land ,1'.oute 17 1 near ilrun'swick, 
i-1ary lan<.~,. u-:ad~ availal:,1~ to S:\ .J(>Hi7 r,. 1.V~·Lt1t1B'/O.:J .:ill nctel -
rcgistratiou records for the Hawai.iim , tote-1 for the yei,.rs 1972. 
and 1?73 and a rQview of these :recorda f.:tilQd t.o revc,:'!l imy 
registration record portaining to nn.L nt.'.J'JHS ;.111.d also. failed 
to rcvoal any rcgistra.tion r<1ecoru partainin.g to DAVID j. G~-Irn:s, 
or Si'~I~r:Y GI-.IYJi~S.. ~::rs. uI'i"'i';:::;n. did advise th~t son!.!!tir·:te during 
19 7 2, the ra,'Jt.c~l changci:J hands and f~:l t that beca-...1.se of 'this,. 

,ji.S:i;~ctor 
,\10.:uir .. ,Iria (Encl. 1) 
·;(:-iv (44-703) 
:.;f.}IJ::;hi~ {44-19J7) 
t.:.t"l.l tiT.::.o.ro ( 44-G.63) 

/ I 
//.U - ~0 ~ . I . (____,.,.) 
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lsA 44-669 

I 
the records pertaining to 1~72 may not be complete. (It 
should also be noted that a. high percentage of .reg,istration 
cards for 1972 were not dated and because of thist all t972 
and 1973 registration cards were review~d). Hrs. BITTNER . I 
further advised that the cards that were reviewed would comprise 
all the _reg-ist:ration cards for those years. - \ 

on 8/1/74, Mrs~ BE~fY.FI~EZ,. Brunswick Phlice 
D~partment, Brunswickv Maryland, advised SA THURSTON t..liat 
neither DILL B'.t'\RR.IS, DAVID J. GAINES, nor SHIP.LEY GAINES are 
known to her and 'that none of the.rn have anv criminal arrest 
record with the E.runswic.k, Maryland~ Pol.ice Departr~ent .. 

. . ' 

. . ' 
. I 

On S/8/7 4, TERESI\. tt"\.Il>i, ·Records Clerk, Nary land 
State l?olice, Frederick, l•!arylan,1, ad.vised SA TtlURSTOH that 
there is no criminal arrest record under the name of BILL or 
WILl.Il-.. £-1 HAr..RIS with the St.ate J?oli.ce Darracks in Frederick, 
Maryland:.. · 1 

i 
I 

On 8/19/74, r1r .• D01lALD DARR, Town Clerk, nrm1swick, 
r4arylant1, advised that he recalls that a Chesapeake·: and Ohio 
Canal Cj,tizen Advisory Co."'ffillission hearing was held ,t Brunswick 
during either June or July, 1972~ but stated he could provide 
no information as to whether a SHIRLEY GllINES was et'.tployed as 
a private court. and conference reporter at the Brunswick hearing. 

' 
On 8/26/74 -r r-tir. JAMES SEWELL, Land Acquis;tion· Officer, 

Chesapeake and Ohio Canal .. National Uistoric P.a.rk, National Park 
Service., .Port Detrick, ,Frederick, Maryland, advised ;sA 'llmJRSTOU 
that he recalls that during 1972, a series of meetiqgs dealing 
with the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal I~dvisory Cont~ission were held. 
between Washington, D.C., and Cumberland, Earyland~ :and recalls 
that one of ,these neetings was held in Brunswick dw:;ing either 
June or Jul,1r,. 1972, alU1ou9'l1- he stated he did not ai;tend the 
Drunswick meeting. . He also stated ·that a JOHN PARSW·IS, Chesapeake 
and Ohio Park Planner, 1·100 Ohio Drive, s .. w., Washington, D.C., 
(telephone number 202-426-:7705), would have attended: all of the 
meetings and could possibly provide information as tp whether 
SH!P...LE:Y Gl~I1ms was er:i.ployed as a private cot1rt and conference 
.reporter at the Brunswick hearing. lie stated that SHIRLEY GAINES 
is not known to him. 

\ 
Baltimore indices were· negative pe1:taining1to·n:rLL 

illi.RRIS, .Di\VID J" GA:ntES, SHIP.LEY GAINES, and JERRY WORTH ... 
' I -
I 
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1. 

ALEXANDRIA DIVISIOU 

AT 6171 ~EESBURG . PIKE, PALLS cmJRCU, VIRG.IN.Ii:1. 
I 

Uill locat.e and interview DAVID J. GAINES and 
SHIRLEY G..t\Il:lBS for any further information they may haye . 
concerning BILI. HARRIS and will attempt to develop fur~her. 
information concerning him and where he could possib1y

1
be · 

located. 

I -

I 
Will contact JOHN PARSONS, Chesapeake and Ol1io Canal 

Park Planner, 1100 Ohio .Prive, s.w., Washington, o.c. ~ telephone 
number 202-426-7705., for any information. he'. may have c:;oncerning 
SHIRLEY GA.INES' attendance at a Chesapeake and Ohio C4nal ·c 

Advisory Commission hearing held a.t Brunswick, !•:aryla:rtd r in 
June.- 1972. · 1 

i. 
I 

I . 

-i 
I . 

I 
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AIRTEL 

'IO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) -

FROM: SAC, WFO (44-703) (RUC) 

• 
9/10/74 

j 

r 
I MURKIN 

(00:ME) 

Relffllairtel, 6/1/74, and fu\airtel, 8/28/74. . j 
Mr. JOHN, G. PARSONS, Chief, Department of Urban Proj ct 

Coordination, U. s. National Park Service, on 9/15/74, advised 
1
~e conducted 

a hearing at Brunswick, Maryland on 6/7/72, of the Chesapeake 
1
and Ohio 

Canal Advisory Commiaon. Mr.· PARSONS advised the hearings w~
1
be recorded 

by a court reporter whose identity he does not recall but which can be 
II determined throug~ Hoover Reporting Company. He Tecalls the ~eporter, a 

male, was driven back to his motel after the meE~ting by PARSO~S. The 
' ,1 

motel was located next to the Hawaiian Restaurant in Brunswic~. This 
reporter, who performs considerable work for the National Park Service, 
relies heavily upon tape recorders in his work.. II · 

Mrs. OORIS HOOVER, Hoover Reporting Company, 320 ~~sachusetts 
Avenue, Northeast, on 9/9/74,' acknowledged the .reporting of ~r.e hearing 
of the Chesapeake and Ohio ·canal Advisory Conmi.ssion held_ 6/7il/72, was 
performed by DAVID GA.INES, an employee of her compan:r•- She ?itated SHIRLEY -
CAINES, wife to DAVID GAINES, is not an employee of the company and, to 
her knowledge, dQeo not perfonn court reportin~ work for anyf°tru>r "-any. 

2 - Bureau 
. 2 - Memphis (44,;.1987) 

£'1iiir½ Alexandria 
(C.__1/,WFO (44-703) 

WBS:ctw \ 
{6) ~ 

-. -r? -·;; 

~1/~✓r 
-- ... ------' S 

FILE STRIPPED 
EP: 1 3 1974 
Pate~· __ _ 

lni~ials~ 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44 ... 38861) 

SAC, 'WFO (44-703) 

MURKIN 
(OO:ME) 

ReButelcall, 6/1/76 to WFO. 

6/3/76 

Transmitted herewith to the Bureau are all sections of 
WFO file on captioned case. The WFO file number i~1 

44-703 consisting of Sections 1 through 8 and Sub 0 
Sections 1 - 5. The file is being delivered persodally 
under the supervision of SA WIU.IAM B. SLOAN.to i 
SA JOHN T. ;ALDHIZER III, Room 4077, JED. 

/ 

It is understood the Bureau will assure the file is 
promptly returned to WFO when of no further assistilnce 

,~/ to the Bureau 
/, . ('I)~ r-ft:SJ!b'~,_,.'I 

I A, vzl V c.,o~S,:--:vi~ J---':!----.:----
,; ~2) I/ [fJ't" ---· 

-4.G // 2-Bureau (44-703) (13-encl) 
J 1-Memphis (44-1987)(Iiifo) ) l-

~:O (44-703) r· If )if ~~ 
c4) · tr 

oft 

::tJ- /o_J- 1t0 
Serialized !--;n, aa ~-
Indexed __ /ii ____ ...., 

·Filed:_,~ ea~, 
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0-19 ( ev. 5-5-75) ,; ... , • ..... f 

'.Ray Appeals 
Conviction in 
lGngMurder 

' As~ocla ted Press 

James Earl Ray, convicted killer of 
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., asked the Supreme Court 
yesterday to review his case. claiming 
he was "set up to take the rap for a 
crime he didn't commit." 

Ray's appeal said he was "framed 
by the FBI and local police. and then 
coerced QY his own atto-rney to plead 
guilty against his will." 

James H. Lesar, the Washington at-. 
,.:t9rney r¢presentlrig Ray,:wrote in ask: : 
;tng the court· to · review · Ray's ~ 
· ;conviction: .. "The charge . is that those 1

• 
r;vho· -did ·kill Dr. King are still at · 
jarge. protected in part by the unwill- , 
lngness of the courts to face these un- ~ 
pleasant facts. 

The petition did not mention an in­
vestigation recently begun by the 
House into the assassinations of King 
and President Kennedy. 

. Kitlg was kill~d by a rffle blast as· 
be stood on a motel balcony in :.\Iem­
bis in 1968. ~ ·- . . . . . 

Ray was arrested in London and 
brought back to the United States to· 
stand trial He pleaded guilty. 

In his petition, Ray, now an inmate 
sening a life term in the Tennessee 
state penitentiary, said a thorough re­
view of his conviction is needed be­
cause potential conflicts of interest 
between two of bis atto.rneys denied 
him "effective assistance of counsel." 
Ray was represented originally bY at­
to,!'Ileys Arthur Hanes and Percy Fore-

-~ 
t 

0 

•• 

I 

I 
I 

I 
i 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I ,.; 

I .,,,> 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

. /· ·. The Washington Pos_t ------------­A.;;. 2 
Washington Star-News-----

I 

I Daily News (New York)--'---
The New York Times ____ _ 

The Wall Street Journal ___ _ 
The National Observer ____ _ 

/ The Los Angeles Times ___ _ 
I 
I 

/ Date 10/9/76 

il"''t,f/'-;"?4~.~.·. 'lfJ' 
I ,ERl/\l-\7'•1 ~ · I . , ...... ,, ' ................. . 

1 : . . l1rnv 1 0 1976 · 
-:·/ I_;,,_ .. FB,~WASf-1:F:o. 

I q --
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, 
F B"i ,._ • ·-

ansmit in--------- Via ______ A_1_· r_t_e_l _______ _ 
_ _ _ _ _!_T~e.i_n !:_la!!}-t:_xt ~ ~d:!_ ________________ _ ---(P_r_:':_e~<!:-n-.:_e-=J-_---

J 

2 76 
(Date) 

o: SAC, WFO 

From: Director, FBI
0 

(44-38861) 
~· 

MURKIN 

Enclosed is a copy of a "Washington Star, .. News" 
article dated 10/9/76, reflecting that James Earl Ray has 
appealed his conviction to the U. S. Supreme Court. 

Washington Field Office promptly determine status 
of Ray's appeal reportedly before the U. S. Supr~me Court. 

, Promptly advise results. 
~ 

~ Enclosure~· 

~ 
..:i .. 
,.E. 
Cl) .s .... 

(Do not type be ow t is ine. 
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DIRECTOR. FBI (44-38861) 

SAC, WFO (44-703) (P*) 

MURKIN 

I 

' 

Re Bureau airtel to WFO dated 11/12/76. 

Dooket oi U,. s. Supreme Cour:t showed: 

Case Number: 76-5508 

12/7/76 

Title of Case: JAMES EA.Rt RAY vs. arden 
: - J. H. ROSE 1 · 

Petition filed on 10/7/76. : 

Brief for respondent 1n opp(>s1t1on ~ile• 11/22/76. 
D1s~r1buted 11/26/76. ; /I 

. The petition oontained no SE!rious allegations 
against the FBI .. _ 

~ Burea -
(3}WFO 

(1-66-541 

: emVl\tYI...._., . 

' 
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: .... -· 
DIRECTOR, FBI (4~-38861) 

SAC, WFO (44-703) (RUC) 

HURKIN 

Remylet) dated 12/7/76. 

Docket of U.S. Supreme Court showedr 

Case Number: 76-5508 

Title of Case: JAMES EARL RAY vs. 
WARDEN ~r-. H. ROSE 

Petition denied on 12/13/76. 

12/17/76 

0rhe petition contained no seri.ous. allega.tions 
against the FBI. 

2-Bu, tu @W rau 
1-66-5413) 

II:bab bo,..,\o 
1 ) 

. '7]1 .. rL{ - 703 - 7-F~ 
~earched 
Seri'.llized--J.,...,L----
1;pdexed __ ---, __ 

rct s!V ::a 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

JAMES EARL RAY; 

. ·. - - . _- - I 

. U.S. De~1usice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
. . . ·. I . . 

I 
B~rrningham, Alaba1a. 35203 
July 23, 1982 J 

I 

DR·. MARTIN LUTHER KING...:.VICTIM l 
CIVIL RIGHTS-CONSPIRACY . . 

Captain E. Robins,· Jefferson County Sher· f.f' s 
Office, Fairfield, Alabama, advised Paul Bernard Mhrler · 
had telephonically contacted the Sheriff's Office,.ti.n: .Bessemer, 
Alabama, and stated James Earl Ray did not kill Ma~tin 
Luther King. Capta.in. Robins advised this conversa1

1

t.ion 
·was taped and.he will. make a copy of the tape available 
to the Federal :aureau of Investigation. · I 

· This document contains neither 
reco:-Jl".!~ndation::i n-:,r conclus:i.ons oi:' 
t110 Ji'BI. It 1.s t.l--.~ ~,.-:-r-!3:rty of' 
the !!'BT. a,_;c1 is l.N·,•:r~:: -:-.o ·::-~1..1!' .?r,;f.1ncy; 
it an-=' :l.tFI conte:,.,,s :-,ni not to be · 
dint ri'.:m".:.o::1 out.sB.e your agency. 

SEAiCHED --_. ·11NN?DJ1 ED·~ 

SERl~UIED ~&)-----

AUG 4 ·\982. 

I 
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-FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 

Date of.tran.scrlpt1J'.i July 23, 19 82 
. I . . 

. I -

CAPT. E. ROBINS, Jefferson County Sherif:fPs 
Office, made available a tape of a telephone·conve~sation · 
on July 11, 1982, by PAUL BERNARD MAIµiER, the transcripts 
of which is attached. <t>i. · 

y __ ....:S::.;A;;.;;_.::.P.=.E:;.;TE=R:.:.....;;.J_;;O:..;;H.;;;;N;,;__B:;;. . .;;,O..:;;;D:..;;K.;.;I;;;.;N~: ..;;;rn;:.;J,1.;; l=c.-________ Date dlctated_......:..,7.,_l-=:1 =-=9~/"-·~a-=2 ______ _ 

I 2 
his document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and s loaned to your agency; 

t and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
FIU/DOJ 
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T~sting 1, 2, 3. 

own. Female Sheriff's Office 
) 

RLER 

Sheriff's Office in-Jefferson County? 

Yes sir. 

(unintelligible) 

Okay. 
_·:•:: . 

. My name is PAUL, p A u L BERNARD MARLER. 

What is it? Is it PAUL or·POL? 

PAUL, PAUL. 

Okay. 

BERNARD .MARLER, M A R: L E R. 

MA R L E R?. 

Yes ma'am .. 

Okay. 

U'm up in Calhoun County. 

Calhoun? 

··--: .. ::·r:. 

I 

I: Calhoun County .. 

Okay. 

I'm a white male. I's born]~ ___ .· ---,-JJ I'm sorry 

RAY. 

. I 

I'm calling in refer
0
encJ to JAMES EARL ',•·". 

JAMES EARL RAY? 

· Right. 

Okay. What, what about JAMES EARL RAY? 

. He didn't kill MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

He didn't kill MARTIN LUTHER KING? 

3 

. \_ .. 

- :.-,-.' ... 
-- ...... 
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UF 

UF 

MA ER 

UF 

- ' No ma'am we did it~ 

You did. · Who., who was you besides ..... 

LEO DENHAM. 

LEO DU-NHAM? 

L E O ••• DNH .••• D E N H A M. 

D U N H ••• 

DN •••• DUN •••• 

D U N ••• 

•••• HAM .. DENHAM 

••• HAM. D E N H A Me . · 

Right. .LEO fired. the :shot. JAMES RAY was a punk. 
t 

He never shot.anybody. He ain't never been that brave. 

Okay ••• have youu ;have you 9fl.lled the policJ department 

to investigate? ,.._,,,__.,.- j 
I've called the "Washington Post." I had \alled, I have· 

talked with the warden in Tennessee ••• Warden·DAVIS and 

you can call that okay and verify it. 
\ 

Did they,tell you to call us or •••• 

No, no • 

. I-just don't think·I'm gon be here that long. I just··: 

· wall t, I just don't want JAMES RAY to die· f of something . __ _ .. ,-. -. 

that he didn't do. Now he might be, they might lock 

him up forever.I.don't know. That's up to 1AMES you . 
I 

know.· JAMES _was, _he was, uh, he was, .he war a nitty, -
I 

he was a punk anyway. But JAMES didn't kill that I --~~-_-__:;. 
I 

nigger. I didn't mean to say that. JAMES RAY didn •·.1: 

kill MARTIN LUTHER KING. We did. 

·you, you and this LEO DE NHAM. 

LEO killed him. I didn't kill him, but I 
. I 

there: was 
I 

~nd that makes me of it. Right? 
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"I 

u 

UF 

UF 

MA ER 

UF 

MA ER 

UF 

I 

• • I . 
Yes sir. What, what; you live in Calhoun, 

1
county? 

I just gave you that. 1 · . 

What's your,. uh, what's yo.ur address? · ~-
. . . . I . . 

716 East 10th Street and I'm at 238 ••• seventeen, 

seventy-seven. 

238 •••• seventeen, seventy-s.~ven? 

Yes ma'am. 

And your address was seven sixteen? 

·r whatn't involved in it. I saw it. 

Do you know where he',i.s now? 

Yes I do.· 

Where is he? 
i 

I ' 11 talk to . you about that .. later •. ;1-:.~.-
- ~· 

Okay. 

I had nothing to do with it, uh~ well maybe I did. 

Maybe I had something to do.with· it because I didn't 

come forth earlier ·you know •••• 

Yeah. 

•••• to say what I had to say. But I saw the man, I 
I 

wasn't involved in_ it. I didn't shoot at atiybody, ·. 

but I saw the man that shot MARTIN LUTHER KI\NG·. . •·· · 

And you've already •••• 

Yes I di°d. 

You've already called the police department 

investigated him. 

I've already called."Washington Post." 

And what did they tell you? 

I don't know what they told me. 

5 
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UF 

RLER 

i 

• . . • j 
I've called you.· I've ·called Mobile. I'vl called 

Atlanta. · I've called Memphis. I've called and talked 
. I 

to this judge, uh ••••. I 've talked to, uh, Warden DAVIS 
/· . ~--,.I . 

at the penitentiary in Tennessee.· I've done already 

talked to him~ 

· Well okay. Well I ..... 

Lady, I'm blind and I don~ t:'.····know · how long 'm g·on 

· live. But I'm gon tell you ••• that man did riot kill . 

MARTIN LUTHER KING .. They've got the wrong man., 

Well okay. I got the situation and I'll, 

I'll pass it on. 

I appreciate it. 

Okayo 

Wait ••• are you in Bessemer? 

Yes sir. 

(unintelligible). 

· I - . ·_ -

Well that's where it came from. 

something else. 

Now let m tell you 

1-

1 

'· 

- Where what came from? 

Where information came from • 

. Are you in Bessemer? 

. That's where it all came from in Bess·emer, Homewood · ..... ,. 

· right? Now and do you know the man ••• are ou still on? .. 

I Yes I'm (unintelligible) 

Okay you know they said the man, the.gun 

KING came from Homewood whatever right. 

I 
tihat 

at 

killed · · 

Woods_boy. 

I hope you're getting_all this down •. Thee was WOODS 

boy that sold him my gun._ You see lady •••• 

·uh huh. 

I'm the man that brought the gun. 

6 
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UF 

? 

UF 

? 

Now then ••• 

What kind of gun was it? 

That wasn't the· only •• ·.no-w:' wait a minute. That's~ 

that's where everybody got screwed up·. Ho · many guns 

were there was bought? You>don't know that do you? 

No sir, (unintelligible) 

The law. don't even know it. 

I'm not up on, onf uh, the killing. 

Okay, yeah •• owell but,_it was, uh, it was, uh, it was 

a tragic thing right.•' But you got the wroJg man. 

There was more guns -~oug~t that day th~ wJat the law 

knows · about. Oka~ ..... wi11·· you have him tJ ,. ~--··•··· 

call me if you don •·t mind. 

Who do you_want to call you? 

The police .. 

You want a sergeant to talk to you? 
... 

Yeah. 

Okay. Hold on just.a second. 

Now wait .•••• 

Hello. 

.Sir ...• 

Hello. 

I 
1 

I 
Sir didn't you want to talk to~ sergearit? 1 

· 1 

Sir ••• Mr. MARLER •••• Hello •••• I gues·s he's h~ng 
I .. 

7 

up. ·-
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. •. ;•· ....... 
.,_ .. : . ;, . - :-.- . 

. . :;,· --.-~;.,\: ,.:·._ / :·.: : .• ·.- _; . 
. ( :. :: -::·. :.:_,:~-- ::_ ·- .. 

. :··- ---~:-: :·_ :·: ·. · >131~1iig1i~·~,-ii~~--
. · · · .· · · December 5 ~ 1979 . ' 

... ·. 
·- ··, ._ 

-·· f • : 

Re:. 

- -VICTIK ::: , · t: 
IY:,,\., . .. 

' ! ~ ... - . . .-.-. ·. ·.-.::t:}~0::;:_~-.... 

On Novemb~r .;9~>1979, Pa~;.··~~ar~f;Y~ler,. 1ie}~i:.>.;-__ ·-:·;:_.'._::·}~~;/·t, :\.:: 
Ea.st 10th- Street, _Anniston,· Alabama,. telephoni~lly pon..::Iiff}/_:::::><:'):·.i. r· · 
tacted the Washington, D.C. office. of the Federal ;e11reau.j{_t,~/-',:'/,:::<<)< •·_-{ .\,. 
of Investigation at which time he related. the. :followlng:_;,,;.:.:(:.:::: .. : ~:: -:,- __ . ·,-< . ~-- ·.:· . 

. . --·. -~~~ '. .. ··1·n Septembe; -~;-- ·o'~-~~b~r-: 1~7~. ·; ~~--::iJJ:~;,..~-- Jro;;~;~fi1f E-:~::\it\.:•:·t"::) -• i.=··:· 
were arrested at the VFW Ball in Anniston, Alabama, \:ro11~-./-._><:f:·I~·;z.;:/=_c::. 
ing a fight resulting from drinks. His brpther, wh~n put-::. · - -::,·_..-_" •· .­
in jail, wa.s beaten by the officers. This 1s not a. ra.cia.1 ··._ · •::,.,·_ · ·.:. · ,:· 
matter •as the poliCe officers_ and his. brother 'IV~ f1te~: , . ·. -• ./ '; .. 

On June 15, 1979, Paul Bernard Marler appe~red .. ·· . ·· < .__-/.·;.: 
a.t the Am1iston, A~abama,. Resident Agency, obviousl,1~under · -.-·,/::'_: · .:. 
the influence of either alcohol or narcotics •.. Throu bout .-. · ·· '·' ·\-·:: ·' · 1-
the intervi~w, Marler would doze off or begin· crying

1 
un~_-·--:· ·· ·.-\}/:~-~_,' · 

explainably. Marler complained that in 1970 he and ~is · : · 
brother, "Duke", bad gone to the VFW Club in Annisto~ to . 
pay. their dues. While there, they began _to dri~ an~ trouble . 

·_ broke out between them and some of . the patrons or bartenders . • 
· at the club. Marler stated that seeing his brother ~n a _·· · · 
· '! ight with several other in.di vidua.ls, he then broke a. . 

__ ----~-'!~tle_ and ___ cam_e· to his brother's assistance_. ___ , ~~rler\ s_~ated 

I 

-~----------------------This document contains neither recommendations nor eon~ 
clusions of the FBI. It 1s the property of the FBI ~nd is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are nq"t;,_t.o_ . .@~i't'!?" 
distr_ibuted outside your agency. · · , ....... ,1 •. -...~ ·· · _-; .. · 

8 . ~_:: ~t/;:r··;_ . IL~ 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No, 

JAMES EARL RAY; 

. I 

U.S. Deparm,JlfJustll 
Federal Bureau of Inves+tion 

Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
.July 23, 19 s2· 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING-VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS-CONSPIRACY 

Captain E. Robins, Jefferson County Sheriff's . 
Office, Fairfield, Alabama, advised Paul Bernard MJrler 
had telephonically contacted the Sheriff's Office .i~: .Bessemer, 
Alabama, and stated James Earl Ray did not kill Maltin 
Luther King. Capta"in_.Robins advised this conversation 
was taped and he will make a copy of the tape available 

· to the Federal :aureau of :tnvestigati·on. .. r· .;.".fl•-·····~~ . 

' .• ... 

This document contains neither 
:reoor:·,t•i~ndat ion~ nor ccncl':.:r;:i.ons of" 
th~ FBI. It is t~~ pr~rerty of' i/1/~ 7 d3 -_f (S-
the ?3! ~~~ is 108~~~ ~o ~rur zsoncy; 
it an<l :l.t~ co:nte-:-.~,s ,:-.-;;~ not. to be 
dj,nt i·i'.:.m:c~1 ,:--1..it.siile your agency. 

seAR.cHeti _IN:~ 
SER11LIZED ~ _ 

/ AUG 4 - 1982 

I FB:I • WASH. FIELD 0 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
I 
I 
I 

I 

Date of tran~crlptl~~~I J:..::ua.::l:...Y,__=2;..;:3 .... ,,__-=l:..:9~8:.a2=-
I 

l 

- I 
CAPT. E. ROBINS, Jefferson County Sheriffis 

Office, made available a tape of a telephone-conversation 
on July 11, 1982, by PAUL BERNARD MAR,LER, the transJript~ 
of which is attached. :.:.>.": · 

. ; ·, 

: .. : . 

j 
Investigation on __ _.7'-l/'--=1 .... 5'4-/ ..... 8.._..2 ____ at __ F~a ... i .... r_f~i ... e .... J ..... dJ...4,-~ ---'-'A .... J .... a ... b ........ a~rn~a.._ ___ Flle i BH 4 4 -17 4 O 

.• ·. 
:• ...... 

by ___ S_A __ P_E_TE_R __ J_O_H_N_B_O_D_K_I_N_: _m_J-; l _________ oate dlctated, _ _.,7-'-!/-=l=-=9"-'/:.....:::.8-=2'-------

-- - z I -
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It Is the property of the FBI and ls loaned to your agency; 
It and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency, I · -

. - I . . . I 
Flll/DOJ 
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,:,., 

RLER 

RLER 

Jest~ng • 2, 3.. T~sting 1, 2, 3. • 

Female Sheriff's Office 

Sheriff's Office in Jefferson County? 

Yes sir. 

(unintelligible) 

Okay. 

My name is PAUL, p Au L BERNARD MARLER. 

What is-it? Is it PAUL or·POL? 

PAUL, PAUL. 

Okay. 

BERNARD .MARLER, M A .Et L E R. 

MA R L E R? 

Yes ma'am., 

Okay. 

U'm up in Calhoun County. 

Calhoun? 

Calhoun County. 

Okay. 

I'm a white male. I's born I'm sorry 

I'm calling in referenc~ to JAMES EARL 

RAY. 

JAMES EARL RAY? 

· Right. 

Okay. what, what about JAMES EARL RAY? 

He didn't kill MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

He didn't kill MARTIN LUTHER KING? 

3 

. I 
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RLER 

• No ma'am we did it: 
·-

You did. Who., who-was 
; 

LEO DENHAM. 

LEO DUNHAM? 

L E O ••• DNH .•.• D E N HA 

D u N H ••• 

DN •••• DUN •••• 

DUN ••• 

...• HAM. DENHAM 

... HAM. DENHAM. 

you besides •••• · 

M. 

Right. LEO fired the shqt~ JAMES RAY wa a punk. 
. . I . 

He never shot anybody. He ain't never been that brave. 

Okay ••• have you, have you called the poliJ~ department 

to investigate? 

I've called the "Washington Post." I·had called, I have 

talked with the warden in Tennessee ••• War en·DAVIS and 

you can call that okay and verify it. 

Did they,tell you to call us or ••• ~ 

No, no. 

I just don't think·I'm gon be·here that l,ng~- I.just 
I . 

·. want, I just don't want JAMES RAY to die for something -·····. · 

that he didn't do. Now he might be, theylmight·lock 
. . I 

him up forever I don't know. That's up to JAMES you 

know.·. JAMES was, he was, uh, he was, . he. J,as a ni tty, · 

he was a punk anyway. But JAMES didn't kI11 that 
I ---:'-

nigger. I didn't mean to say that. JAME~ RAY didn'-t 

kill MARTIN LUTHER KING. · We did. I -

You, you and this LEO DENHAM. I 

LEO killed him. I didn't kill him, but I\was_there: 

I 

'I 
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RLER 

RLER 

RLER 

Yes sir. What, what, you live in Calhoun County? 

I just gave you that. 

What's your,_. uh, what '·s your. address? 

716 East 10th Street and I'm at 238 ••• sev nteen, 

I seventy-seven. 

238 •••• seventeen, seventy-s_f:ven? 

Yes ma'am. 

And your address was seven sixteen? 

I whatn't involved in it. I saw it. 

Do you know where he'is now? 

Yes I do. 

Where is he? 
;i 

I' 11 talk to you about that-··1a1:_er ~'.'";,._;:.: . .,~ 

Okay. 

tt 

I had nothing to do with it, uh, well may e I did. 

Maybe I had something to do.with-it becauJe I didn't 

come forth earlier ·you know ••••. 
\\ 

Yeah • 

•••• to say what I had to say. But I saw he man, I 

wasn't involved in_ it. I didn't shoot at anybody, 

but I saw the man that shot MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

An~ you've already •••• 

Yes I did. 

You've already called the police 

investigated him. 

departmedt 
. . . I 

I 
I've already called "Washington Post." 

I 
And what did they tell you? 

I don't know what they told me. 

5 

and 
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MA 

UF 

MA 

UF 

MA 

UF 

UF 

UF 

- - . I've called you.· ·I've ··called Mobile.· _ I 'ie called 

Atlanta. I've called Memphis. I've call~d and talked ·,. I 
to this judge, uh •• _- •. I've ._talked to, uh, w

1

arden DAVIS 

at the penitentiary in Teri~essee. · I've do~e already 

I 
I talked to him. 

I 
\. 

Well okay. Well I .••• 

1 
Lady, I'm blind and I don!t know how long I'm gon 

I 

1 . I "d I • ive. But Im gon tell you ••• that man di 1not kill 
I 

MARTIN LUTHER KING. They've got the wrong\man. 
\-· 

Well okay. I got the situation and I'll, {unintelligible}. 

\ 
I'll pass it on. 

I appreciate it. 

Okayo 

Wait ••• are you in Bessemer? 

Yes sir. 

Well that's where it came from. Now let me tell you 

something else .. 

Where what came from? 

Where information came from. 

Are you in Bessemer? 

.. That's where it all came from in Bessemer, Homewood 

·right? Now and do you know the man ••• are ydu still on?. 

Yes I'm (unintelligible) ·. . I 
Okay you know they said the man, the gun tha~ killed ·. 

KING came from Homewood whatever right. Thaf Woods ___ boy. 

I hope you're getting all this down. Theretas WOODS 

boy that sold him my gun •. You see lady •••• _ I 

Uh huh. 

I'm the man that brought the gun. 

6 

I 
I 
I 
I 

\ 

I 
I 
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RLER · 

? 

UF 

? 

UF· 

• 
Now then ••• 

What kind of gun was it? 

That wasn't ·the only ••• now wait a minute. That's, 

that's where everybody got screwed up. H~w many guns 

h b I know ··t·•-ha\t .. were t ere was ought? You::·-don t do you? 

No sir, (unintelligible) 

The law don't even know it. 

I'm not up on, on, uh, the killing. 

Okay, yeah ••• well but:-it was, uh, it was, uh, it was 

a tragic thing right. s But you got the wrd1;g man. 

There was more guns bought that day than what the law 

knows about. Oka~ •••• wi11·you have him tb 
,· ;,,.,-·"···· 

call me· if you don •·t mind. 

Who do you want· to call you? 

The police. 

You want a sergea·nt to talk-to 

Yeah. 

Okay. Hold on just.a second. 

·Now wait .••• ,. 

Hello. 

Sir .... 

He°llo. 

you? 
... 

Sir didn't you want to talk to a sergeant? 

Sir ••• Mr. MARLER •••• Hello •••• I guess he's ~ling_ up •. ____ _ 

, I 

7 

'• -·· .. 
. ': -·· .. 
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. t-~·.-:.::_~·:;'.::.·· .. • _ .. _ ...... : ;.··• ... _. - -···- . -. - _._,-..... -. 

, . . Bii:.,1:J;:,.am5; A½~ta >:?':.~1:·:; . <;:Jl,f -<!;> •. 
. ··-.":.··. - .. ·. -· .-:/::.-,.-;·:-_;: .·· :_.::·_:'_·. __ ,;_":[_:~_:_~_::_._::_:;_:. __ ;_: ... ·. __ ··::-: -~(~::~---; . 

. . . -: .• . . . .. ·.::·: :-- :- · ... _·. __ : --~··:· ~ .. .. .:. . . . . . - . . ';.• - ~ 
. .. . . .... :·- ... _-::. .. .. ·•:-.·-:-·, · .... :--.---~->-- <;;:_-~-:->·--

: ----~_:-:·_:·-._.~. --~ .· _. .. :·:;-- · __ ~. -_. -~----~~ ... -.\~_-:~_-:_·_·::.~---~- :·· -.· 
. -: . :~.·-.·.~\ _;· .... _ .=·· ·. . . 

.·, .. : 

Re:_ RiCK TOWNSLEY•>:.· ·_ ··::·. - - . <,·:·- .. _. .· . . ;. __ /_,: .. · .. >. 
' . . . 

TERRY WAL~; · . . . - . , :/~:~>>:,L. 

=~IS~!, ~L~CE ~~AR~i@;:t , , .. ·"• 
CECIL BLOSTER, FIREMAN, .. _. _. . .. 
ANNISTON FIP.E · -DEPART!.'EN'l' ~ _ .. , 

. ANNISTON t ALABAMV . . ' - -• .. 
PAUL BEP.NARD · ER - VICTIK <· · t: 
"DUKE" MAR - VICTIM : --·.. . · · ·· -~-, · 
CIVIL RI .... - ·_- . .-•.-~:;::_r:·~:- . _ ... ".. ..... 

. . .-.. . - <'-_:.--:-,. - .. - . . ... ;;,.:.:;;-·:-- - - : -\ -ii":)~{\ - -. --: ---- -, 
_. ..· On November -19,·::'1979, Paul· Bernard' Jla.rler, 71G~;~_fiF-->,._:·::.·:.:··i{;:·l <:: 

Eas~ ·10th- Street, _Anniston,· Alabama,· telephonically ccl,n~T;}\:~.\-·:>.\:.,.: ·.·::·:_~- /· -
tacted the· Washington, D.c.· office of the Federal Bureau-.:tYti ,·'·-;-: ·: ·:,;c'·_-··.:,:: ~,::. . - I .. .., ... : .••. -~.· . ..·: . . :. ·~ = • ,. . • .:.. 

of Investigation at which time he related the. following: \:~·/·:-.:--;: -..'. -~- 0 -· • • ••• ·_ ·:· : •. 

- - _.- . _ . . .. . . - - -:·-, /:;: __ ;.·:: .. ·:. -. :·· .. :· ·-< - .-_.. ·>_:=;t,;j{j:;~:--_= .. :_-=:::-, ,.· ;\_-·-(:j~r;?~Xt:/:_\?,o:,_:·;_·: .. ~ ,~-~-· ... : 
· .. ·.·-~ ... .;'. In September o~ October-1970, he a.nd:_his brother-~:'>:··'.,!:r::-:.\:>./ ·>. ·_­

were arrested at the VFW Ha.11· in ·Anniston," Alabama, fGll~:;/~_\:-~·}>/:~::-;:t._:. ~':::. 
ing a. :fight resulting from drinks. His brother, when I put ~ : · · · ·. -- ->-· _._.: :·. : · 
in jail, was beate;iby the officers •. This is not a. ra.cia1 --:-. . •_:- ,,_·. -__ · -·· 
matter as the police officers and his brother were white. · . · , · _:. ·,. : . . . . . . - . -_ ·. .· .... I . -... ; .... _; _··._. · ... ~ 

On June 15, 1979, Paul Bernard Marler a.ppea.'1~d .:.-_- -: · - · · 
a.t the Anniston, Alabama. Resident Agency, obviously under·· _-_,J_·,,·.· ,.• · 
the influence of either alcohol or narcotics. -Throughout.-. · ·.• __ :_}:::.\:, ---~ 
the interview, Marler would doze off or begin· crying un~ .... -· .>_.:_-_.:.~--~-: 
expla.ina.bly~ Marler complained that in 1970 he and h~s -· : · 
brother, "Duke", bad. gone to the VFW Club in Anniston. \to . 
pay.their dues. While there, they began to dri~ and ~rouble 
broke out between them and some of.the patrons or bart~nders _ 
at the club. Marler stated that seeing his brother in\ a - -· · 

. fight with several other individuals, he then broke a · · . 
~~~tle_ an~--~a.m_e· to bis brother's assistance. Ua.rler s_fated 

Th~s document contains neither recommendations nor con1 
clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI anq 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not;,~t.o . ..@ •i"-'~r,x 
distributed outside your agency. t ., ...•..• , ,:,.,1. •· '···:..:: 

,-••;t•I-.=' _iL~ 
8 ·- ··•· ••.-~ ... -.I 
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-~ lVIemoralfdum a / ' : 
~ . ~ 

To DIRECTOR, FBI 

From 

Subject : 

SAC, BIRMING747-l740 / 
JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KI~G-VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS-CONSPIRACY 
00: MEMPHIS 

Date July 

Enclosed·for the Bureau are ·the original and 
three copies of a letterhead memorandum containing I 
investigation by the Birmingham Office. Enclosed for 
the information of the Atlanta, Memphis, Mobile and 
WFO Offices are two copies of an DHM containing resu1 ts 
of investigation by the·Birmingham Office. 

ADMIN'ISTRATIVE: 

The Birmingham Office is not interviewing 
PAUL BERNARD MARLER in connection with this matter 
due to his.mental incompetency and he is an alcoholi 

·I 

2-Bureau (~4-38861) (Enc~ 4) 
2-Atlanta (44-2386) (Enc •. 2) 
2-Memphis ("44-1987) (Enc. 2) 
2-Mobile. (157-2627). (Enc. 2) 

(2)-WFO· (Enc. 2)~V-\ 
!-Birmingham 
PJB/acm · 
(11) 

I 

l* 
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Memorandum 

To 

From 

Subject : 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) 

JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING-VICTIM· 
CIVIL RIGHTS-CONSPIRACY 
00: MEMPHIS 

Date July,.43, 1982 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original a,d. 
three copies of a letterhead memorandum containing I 
investigation by the Birmingham Office. Enclosed for 
the information of the Atlanta,·Memphis, Mobile and ! 

WFO Offices are two copies of an LHM containing res~l'ts 
of investigation by the Birmingham Office. . 

ADMINISTRATIVE:·. 

The Birmingham oifice is ~~~ i-nt~iVi"ewing I 
PAUL BERNARD MARLER in connection with this matter I · 
due to his mental incompetency and he is an alcoholic. 

I 

2-Bureau (44-38861) 
2-Atlanta (44-2386) 
2-Memphis (44-1987) 
2-Mobile (157-2627) 

(S-W~O . (Enc. 2) 
I-Birmingham 
PJB/acm 
(11) 

(Enc. 4) 
(Enc. 2) 
(Enc. 2) 
(Enc. 2) 

s 1 ··--·-········'NDEXED 
F.:RIAuzrn (j/Jr •······-----

1 

---------- '~-·------------
/J /jl G ~ 1982 

l* I FB1-w1--0 
I 

" ---
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