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nagarded as a Ma~xist-~lllJ-. 
KL-rig's reluctance to take actton regarding O'Doll may be attributable _ 

to C31tber 0£ two .footers 01' to a combination of both. The ·first involves KL,g'e 
repr->rted cbtlication to ?i5anism-Leni.."ltsm.- In Febnm-y, 1962, S-~y Levison 

· passed the word to Gus !!all timt •·r~ is a \.molebearted r.ias:TJst who bas studh..~ 
_ it (If:a:.-::1.sm), beliaves ·tn it and a'.!,rees with it, b"t\ beeause of h1s being a minister ,. 
of rel~.s;.on, dooo not cl.,re to espouse it p-t1~llily.' li'urtlier, L, t:;.arch, 1932, !1 
Leviso~ told a Comr.1m:dst P3rly fa."l.Ction.ary th.flt I-Gn.~ \"3S concerned abtrJt a · ; i; 
.. comm~'11Bt label" 00L1'j "p:im12d ,on us'1 b1.'lt. that, at the same time, he w:1nted . I; 
to do everything posafule to evidgnce frientls.i'1ip tmva.rd the Savi.et Union. 52 ~U) -; 

MoreOV'er, Ein.l bas been ooscribad within tbe· Communiat Party as a . 
true, genuine M:..~tl1.:1t-Le.nL'list fro..rn tho top oi his head to L~e tips or his toos. ·. ; 

. ~ feeli:.g _within ~ho ~omm.uni.qt P.arty is tbat King ts defln1tely followmi ~u.'\ ;. • 
M.a:rxtst-i.-eninist bne. . . . .. , "} . : 

'rhe Second Facto.r 
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' ·:.i . 
1.>arty•s Role a\ Bid1en One Ji/ 

ii In these ''battles," t.ha communL(Jts and their sympathizers usually ;; 
are fe.w in num,ar 1n comp?-!":ison to the total number of participants in any . ; 
pa:rtic~ Incident. ·T110 major role bei!\~ played by tbe Party 1a still a ou1:1PortL.,g ·, 
one, with Communist Po.arty affiliations carefully concealed. rrhis i.CJ •,in:. line vrlti1 
vm-ni.ngs issued ;:el)eatediy· by Party leooera, who encoura,~d ,vloosprend 
particf~¢ion· in nu~ su.v,port of the !;~arch on \iVas..'li.1"1&ton, for ~mmple, . but not 
in such a ·way fri::tt it wo-ald create the tmpresaf.on that the Party vm.s trying ?> ) 
take over. 79 80_ . . . ·\ U 

' - . 

J\..im. TJ Heighten TeP..sion 
. 

L, short, the Communist Pnrty10 primary purpose lms 00011 to add 
fuel to th-9 fire at tlla local level to keep the racial w~est at fe-ver pitch at tho 
nat1m:al level, wacre fue 1~ hopea to oorive tts greatest bcoofit throug-h stteh 
important channels as I'.i.~a.rth1 Luther ,~[ing. ( (A ) 

At the intermediate level, the Party continues to utlli2..e its other tools 
of pr.opagan.:b ~ld agitation to br~n.~ as much pres.sure as pos[lihle to OO'"'L&l" on the 
over--all situation~ PaI'ty newar;opers·a.."'ld Party-s]'.l!)nao:red publications p0:11" 

; I 

uu~ tit."Ol~ca.i~ a.ii.m::u t::i.~ ,~~::::-;~L~t.li.Wl6 ~~ i.s;;.::ao.i~i.i:;. ~uili~~~a~-~ y,.:,l ~.f, .... £·..:....,;,:..:.;_~~ . 
ori~l!lte a.ru.l c:u-c1.1late leaflets. circulars, and petitions, and oor.ei:iard Con,1"! .. ess 
and_ tha President ,vith letters and telegranis de~ action of one so:i't °t ',~ 
another. . . · . . v1 . i 

. . \ 

Shift L, 'I'n.cties Considered 

The I~ty policy to conceal .Its role in auJ;);->Ol't of rru:ml unrest v-ms a 
major point of €3iBcussi~, at the Party's National Ewecutive Con1 mittee 1n0t~tin; 
in New Yark City, Octoter 1 .. 0, 1G63. The r.neeting was domi.-'l...'ltedbby repo:rts 
and <liscussirulS concerni.r."'11 the situation a11d ways the Party can intensify i1/J 

11
) 

role i:n rew:ion to it •. 81 8-'i 83 . . · ~ '1 
. , 

As a rem1lt of tbe dlacussionB at the meeting,- t!1e Nation. today i a 
confronted with tilO _p1·onpect of a major shut in communist tactics. The :Party 

. vir.m~.lirea the thne as bci.-,g ri!.)8 to accelerate 1ts 01:>en wralt a!'ld increaoo its 
nillitancy, not 011.ly 1n regard to the Negro movement but also in regard to the 
Part-;'a over-all activitles. . . ( U) 

j 

ii 

' \ 
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Grc~er '.MIU.ta.'lcy Urged 

·-The Parf;,J1s·-Nat1o~l Secretary, Benjamin J. Davis, pointed out that· 
the tem_p--~r o.f too Negro P...."'0:110 ut tiw prenent time indicates a,.,. an:;;lr/ mooo. He 
sa1,.rt~l8 · ~more .~llitant ele1.-ne~n:s of thtB l\iegro movement are emcrgin3 in the 
strum~la w.d t'.re Invi.'13 an impact on L'i-te movomont. lie atltbd Ui.,t tha otr'..tt;:;;lo 
must go ·ooyond sit-ins and· mans demonstrati0n3·, and he visual!2ed civil 
disobedience on a nntio:nl sc..'1.lo. · He then said the Party. should enoo.n-age th3 . 
mo.:it advanced pr~posals "i\7ib~ the l,Ter,."o movement, c0:."1ti.ttua mass· activi?:y , Hi 
in co~'Wction ,r-m:Il it on an i.'lteru.1!fied pbna, a,.~ urge toe Ne~o people to continue · lJl 
taking to tile streets. Davis concluded ~;at the Prurty must act,-:vely i.'llject itooli ·1 

Into tile stru.~le in the 8cr..1tl1, · L'1!iltrate all of tha Negro organi~!'J.tions \"":Tii:hi:, ti;.e :·i 
Negro-ma,cment, o.nd p.rovi®.the ?Ereou.~l for "some kind of a new left ce11tol"

0 
' 

that wa.tld unito the 1,!e[.;ro peog!Je. " 84 · . _ . _ ( u._ 
~ . . 

The ~.l'TJ1 s leadcl!', Gus Hall, delivered the ma1n re~~t at too meetin3, . 
and it nlso constituted a clrillen_~g den1Bml for e::~nnded cominu..rust action. HaTIJ 
observed that there am 20 rnillf.~--i Negroes and co~.tlesa ·whltea ilr,olved L"l tiin 
cm:rco.t sttar-;glc,a.'1.d, he s:iid, u10y rapreaent tiis mo.st tmpo~:t.mt "li"ili:u tlw · 
cou1~im.~~-<:a.1:~~~~ ~5tl'fM moment in· bistary to advanee L'le cause of com-l IA._\ 
UACAl:U.'3Lil ;u.; &..:iu.::; .I. ..aw.Wu . • . · . '-;J 

This reference to ilia Negro movement as a 0 lin!t" the r~ must 
aai.~ ru?.S been ropsated fre{-iu0:illy by Party leaders at· rec~mt mooti."l;';ra. Xt 1s 
n ... ~. ~ 4'~1 .... ""l""' t··---··•····~ c-1.,.,., • .. ,-,:, .... ,.!;.,-,.- r~,;,-l.,..~ -:, .... ..,, 1'!--~'ll'llor,., ... -~ ~?,".) , • .,~ ... ,c ... .f.•~~ nF ".fT t· -;: (V -~-... 

..Ji'~ ~"' ~-....:..1 .... :;;.,i..,.J · -...i,_ .;;.4 t..:...._v .J' ~ ~ '--•-:'°.;.-~• .l. ,.;.~;.., iJ ~ v ~;u:.._., , .• .,;....!~~~ ~ \w;..-.. ..... ~"-W1i'.J,.:> -.;iJ,. \o • _., -· ~ .• i . .;.,:~••~ 

wl10 m1c@ strecoed that O 011a muzt be ~tie at each. ro.:ticu!m.· i:~mncnt to fi.;.1.d tiQi: 

·; 
-! 

' 
·1 
·1 
·/ 

I 
.! 
! 

.:! 
l 

apee. bl li.-rr.t m the c.tlain Vl:D.ch one mu.st g:?a:Jp vrlth all one's .misht in orcler ~er-. ·0 , 
hold tha whole 'rl1'1in, mlel to rnake lasting preparations for the transition .tQ ~ U lt 

.... 

' .J.. 

~ 
I-'-
c' 
I-'-
ct 

!Z 
0 

I-' w 

next link. •• " · · · . l! 

. The Party Intends to grasp with all its might the llnlt v.mich the Negro . :1 · · ';;'. 
move~~nt h1 _general n;m 1\';artin Luthm.~_ Ein~ in pa-rt~uJ:.;ir represent to n1ake 'i LA) I 
~ansit10n in tho 1-~ty a role on tba national scene. . t. , , ·: 
Perl~ of Growth Envl9ioned . . . t · :J 

! ; 

~ 
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f,J 

b 

I 

i 

in waj.ch the Party's organization will be renovated.' In this connection, a 
proposal already h~ye§B made to establish ne~ Party training schools as. u_)· 
quickly as possible. · - . ·\__ 

. . p 

/ 

Conclusion 

In short, the current atmosphere in the Communist Party is marked 
by a vigorous spirit of enthusiastic optimism and a determination to launch 
more open, aggressive action on the national scene. As the situation now· 
stands, Martin·Luther King is growing in stature daily as the leader among 
leaders of the Negro movement. Communist Party officials visualize the 
possibilitr of creating a .. situation whereby it could be said that, as the - ( ) 
Communist Party goes, so goes M:artin Luther King, and so also goes the\___ L.( 
Negro movement in the United .States. · . . · 

-11-
i !' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



' I 

~, 
II 

I ---

I 

I_ 

I,_ 
I 

1· __ 
=· 

- . 
!_ 

... · .. 

· .. ' ,. 
• I 
~ '. 

SOURCE NUMBER 

1 

2 

. i' 5 

6 

7 

0 .., 

9. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

/ 
; 

i 
t ,. 
·\" 
l. 
\-

\ 
\ 

...... . ., . 

' 
f 

1 

I 
I 
,' 
i 
f 
i 
I 
I 
I 

i 

(Inf 0. from Hall) 100-106670-unrec.. ;; ! 
after 157·; original in 100-3-75-1898. -:;i 

r ·j 

Political .Affairs, 12/62, 4/63; 
./100-3-116-85; Nat. Exec. Commit- ·:. 

tee, 10/1-6/63100-3-69- . 

(

100-392452-210,. p. D; 10ll-i06670- · ~ 
162, p. · 2- . 
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CC of letter from King to O'Dell, 7-3-63, encl. 
with letter to Director from AA G, Burke :Marshall, · ·/ 
9-20-63, re Hunter Pitts 0' Dell ~ 
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Bunter Pitts O'Dell enclosing cc of letter from ~ · 
· . Letter_ from A.AG Burke .Marshall, ~-~u-03, re ~ 

·.King to O'Dell ((j, . / 1 

. . ' 
New York Report, 10-4-6~ re Hunter Pitts 0' Del}<,:b. ·; 
pp. 7-8; ·100-358916-222 · .. · . . . "--'-< ! 

,,,r . ..· lU! i: 
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New York Letter, 9-11-63, p. 2. re lVlartin Luther 
King 

100-407018, unrec. ser. airtel, NY, 8-21-63; 
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Top~
. r -r;r A~tel, New York, 
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4:14 p.m~ October 25, 1963 

MC.:-.-!OH.ANOU.:-J TO r..tR. TOLSON 
- I\.'il!. B~L:·J.CNT 
AH\.. ll~O.Ua . · 

· · · The Attorn-?.y Genei·al called and advised !~a.there was 
a lot o! talk at the Cenfa.g:on rei..4-arillng the qocun:.ieut, Con1m:mis.u1 
and the Neg:·o--i~ Cur.rt:nt Analy~is,. "~tecf.10-l (j-ijS, ·vi1ich ha,~·­

.been i:o:ls.sei:n.in,ted to t.£1-,~ .t.uihtary and i11tcUIJ1:nce aiencles b;; Hie -
l~ureau. The ,.'\.ttor:ney General .:w.tk1pated. that t!1is iniormaU.on 
would leak 0'1t as w~e uiilltary ~udu't like the hegroes. 

1"be .t\ttorney Genci:al felt we shoald get back all cople$ 
o! the doe;u.ment. r told hhn we .hu.d a tally or all copies ~n;:i w.:a 
would get tnez~.1. Iro.ni alta;;~ueles to whlcn. ttiey were· dis1,e..u.dnat.eJ.. 
Tl1e rea:.7on to be 2·.hu-'"' ~-n .. ~~·~:!:::.;·::::;.~!~~.I~ .1.~v~r:.ioms. l ai~o 
to!\'.l ilie1 it a:iy _newEipu.pir.s ask.ei:i a.b01"'"t thli>, no comment woulc. he 
rµade an-& no z:1ention would be ruad~ t.bat sach a documcmt eXi1;ted. 

-4:40 p.111. 

l advised the Attorn-ey General that Liaisvn repre­
G~ntatives bau been .sei-d: to get au· t.opieb oi tllis document. 

The Attorney General wants. ali coJ,ies disseniin:atoo to 
Department oiHclals re<.:.alled also. 

~ OCT 

, 

JE.::'!'&tla'-----· •--"'·• .. X 

. ·: 'I!,;- -

I,. 

.. '' 

---•·----·-

-,.~_.r-~.: . .• .. :r·;~: ·; ., ... __ .. 
,__' 

I ' 
: .. J] 

I 

l 
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__________ :_____;.----· ·-----~---------

IC 
Initial- . .. QG .. . .Activity .. Recorded.---· --· ____ .. · · . . . 

I.C. SA Howard G. K:i-nnally, Jr. 

DORA from Atlanta, Ga.·, Area Code 404, 755-8226 to LEVISON I 
Orie .of · e· io stations in L.A. is insisting that Dr. KING make an I 
al O t e NP-g oes in L~Ao to· stop rioting and Dr. KING W) uld like you to i; 

m one: o-r t-wo. notes on what he should say. They want about 5 minutes. :: 
Th N egroe·s ' ve broken into some · gun stores . and · they ha"7e guns and those ~ 
ar kni es a d are covering a bout a J.40 block area. The police ca.n' t do -
hi . with the, • o When the ministers try to s top them, they ljluri1p on the ·• 
st s ••.•. Dr. fCING says that what he says will lrnve to be something general 1

~ 

'like, " e c n 1 t "'in this way. 11 Also a man from "The New York Times II called 10 

· has· given -mo 2 questions that he would like Dr. King to an::n-rnr·. 1
// 

1. Dr. King said in his statement the· other day that sBver-,, 

1 
l:i.. peace g 

&_Viet Nam 
~- ce -roup 

) ;.to JO SON 

ole 
t' t 
re 
i'o 

to 

! escala 

.ther 

~-~gt 

1111\der 

~Lghts 
~hmmen 

ave approached him to make a statement about the -situation ! I 

lso to appear at rallies. · They would like _to know which ' 1 

oached him. 
2. They would like a text of the statement he v,tlll send 

CHI MIN o 

J}. They said that Dr. KING is following the path of non­
in IM BEVEL 1 s speech the other day, the editors of 11 'l1he 'fimes 

c!".~dc that BEVEL is more militant, and they would like Dr. i-:ING 
this and would like to know if BEVEL was speaking as an ind i viduaJ 

onfe ence. 
4. How will the letter to the governments be tran_smitted'? 
5~ Should we stay in Viet Nam if the South Vietnamese want 

JI 

< I 

6~ Could he be more specific about his attitude toward the ■ 
f th war in South Vietnam. . I' 

. .~ 
7. Dr. KING said in h:Ls statement th~ t he was not blaming .

1
1

1 for the war and they would -like to know who is to blame. 
8. \Jhat specific proposals about the machinery f'or c1 iscon- I 

wou d he have? 1~ 

9. Is he .thinking ser·iously of g"oing to Viet Nam, and if' so: 
furcur stances? -

lt) •. · EEVEL said something in his speech today tha.t the civil 
ent as been legislated out of existence.and they want Dr. KING 1 s 
hat. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



IC 
lrt . Initial. OG Ir me 

n· -­

n 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
II 
ll 
IJ 
IJ 

IJ 
IJ 

l'"-\ 
i..., ... ..J 

· Activity Recorded 

DORA to LEVISON (CONT'D) 

LEVIS.ON: Those questions are not too/ di.fficul t to answer. 
't,he last question even gives you a clue as to the way they 
are thinking. They think of the whole thing in terms of 
he has a big plan for doing something when as a ·rriatter of 
fact he d oesn I t. His plan consists solely of this letters 
so much of this he is going to be able ·to answer by saying, 
11 That 1 s as far as I've gone at the present time. 11 Mos~ 
reporters will try to draw him into going further until 
they h?. ve a real story o He has no intention of going there1 
at the-present timeo He hasn't formii:iha.ted specific 

I 
proposals for ending the war and hasn't said he has. 
T:trese won't be too difficult to respond to in a re sponsi ble'r"-

1 
and fai~ly direct wayo Let me call you back. j ) 

I ! 
I 

1Ji1Z :··~~:~:.: i~~e .... J ....... ~ ... . Employee's Name Date Stamp· 

'
1 
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11 

'11 :0t:.'_. __ · ML ':OG', .Thomas J. McGuire W3187-13 ~nnr:4· -IS- 1-,· 
;J (:STANLEY LEVISON) to 11DORA" @ 404-755-8226 (?) • 

1 

·L recontacted D regarding the questions posed to Martin r 

Luther King by ·New York Times. . , · 111 · ~---- l. Among othei;-s, National SANE, Women Strike for Peace, If/' 
Student and Faculty Group in Berkeley, Calif. . ri

1 

2. • When the text is finalized, a copy will be made available, 
lltA B. RITZ R 3. The emphasis James Bevel places on peace activity in fl 
llill.J9ent• elet e relation to civil rights activity differs from mine /I 

to B eau. because I am not presently proposing any change in the I 

• 

directions or the character of our civil rights work. ,, 
He has the right to express his own analysis and has 
done .it. 

4. These details have not been planned as· yet. . : 

• . 5. I believe we would have no moral or juridical basis for I 
, remaining if a soverign government demanas that we leave 

its territory. , 

'

. SAC 6. Escalation is expressed in so many degrees and is relate, 
to escalation ·on the other ~side so that I can <ft!iscuss 

..: ASACi it only in concrete terms. It is impossible to .~.1u1xrl 
generalize. . 

- 3 1~ There is blame on both sides because each has made . ,1 

-SU_P_i: responses to readily through means of violence,..: ~ f 
lm.U!Erll.gUXE~D!X:i:~:e:nunrlmmx.m:rucnx:sxmxmilax:.bid ! 
without an earnest search for reduction 0f violence. : 

• 1-
/ 

I am encouraged by restraint President Johnso~ has 
1 

.manifested both in acto on and in wonis, and 1 believe 
the exercise of restraint will ultimately lead faster 

· to constructive negotiation then will the flexing of th£, 1 

muscles of military power m:t which the whole world_ ;' 
knows we possess in terrify_ing abundance. _ fll 

B. -- I have not formulated specific proposals for ending the; I 

IJ_ 
• . 

II 
1 

.IJ 
IJ 
Ii 

I-~!?.~~~.:1'age .......... ! ....... . 
·o SAT AM 8-14-65 ay ................ ·oate ................... . 

war and I am not sure I have competence ··in that area. ..,, 
I _have no plans to go to Vi~t Nam. .~ 
I do not agree with James Bevel I s view that the ci½il. t_,, 
rights movement has been legislated out of existence. 

· We still have so far to go I cannot see the endof the -= 
road even now. I see the need for a miltiplicity of .-­
additional legistative reforms whmd:h will take years ;~ 
of struggle ful.ly to achie.ve. . · /ii 
Employee's Name D e Stamp ,I 

::it.~lil,;t, . 'lllllllli-
. ..,....-t.1.'·•··1--l~DEJrP,?-~ '~ 

TJ;ti . . E. ........ SERJJ{u7«?..., .. ,:.,_ FrJf:.t.l / 
~ f: " · · - · \ AUG J 11u'.1:"ii-.:;: ___ ,__ 1 

;-,-=1, f' l -~ ~ : - . · -,nv' 
:....,,,., L ,,, '!..J ·' . , FBI.NEW YO . 
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con•t w3187-13· 
.. 11. There are no plan:{ for a letter to the U.N. because 

it is not a combatant nor an ally of any combatant. 
This does not imply that ·it has no role; its role .. 
is substantial but different. 

12. I have no body of plans which coul6 be the subject 
of discussions. I am expressing a point of view which 
~ill be self explanatory and I sincerely hope useful 
for those who have the responsibllity to make plans. 

.-(Press release on behalf of Martin D.iuther King reggrding 
racial sttuation in Los Angeles.) -= 

I kfuow that you have grievances that are hard to live with::, -
I know that any Negro canm.ch the end of his patience and -
want to strike out and strike back. But it is not courag ~ 
nor militancy to strike out blindly. Our enemies have ~ 
alvays hoped that we would lose our heads and _riot agains (; 
the guilty and innocent alike. This enables them to :;:;: 
argue that we haven•t decency or good sense. I speak . 
to you.as one who had to march with other Negroes against 
guns, clubs, dbgs and whips and who won victories over 
cruel and barbarous sheriffs and klansmen. We won 
victories because we had a greater weapon-discipline, 
cool heads, and iron determination not ·to provoked into 
violence. Our adversaries have always known what to when 
we lost our heads-it gave them a i:l.hance to ·beat our heads. 
They have never lrnown what to do when we refused to be 
sucked into the trap of violence. 
Tonight thw whole world is watching you. If you want all 
America to respect you, if you e.ant the world to knm1 
that you are men put down your weapons and your rocks. 
Get a committee together to draw yo demands. If you 
want my help I will sit with you and plan how -jlo improve 
your conditions. 
Negroes in the South w_ere not lessoppressed than you and 
we hav"' run Jim Crow from thousands of places without 
using a rock or a bullet •. We made millions of White 
Americans sick and ashamed of their practiues and by 

.. our discipline won many to our side. You are harming 
yourselves not the segregationists. Tonight in the 
South, the segregationist is delighted. He has made 
you lose your temper and for a few momements of 

Employee's Name Date Stamp· 
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· ·coll I t W3187-13. 
emotional excitment and relief you are conducting 
yourself wi thoub l![B. reason, wi thour a name and wi thou:b _ 
a· goal. You are not an army of Negro peE)ple ii' you fight 
without reason. Our people are not rioters and are not 

·-·~ · looters. Come· back to our ranks ·where there is room 
i'or honest courage and militance-where r.ealand permanent 
vict~ries have been. won and will oo_ won in the rightway. 

The man who co~ls off, who puts down his waapons and 
stands ftup~-~:tth:·.:o:t;1if.y his body is the man oi' courage. 
lllon't let us down here in the South. Don't discredit brave 
Negroes injails in Johannesburg. Don't set yourself 
back. You can still win a great victory by halting 
the fighting because there is more honor and dignity 
in looking the other side squarely in the eye and demanding 
your rights than there.is in struggling in blind fury. 
In the name of brave Negroes who have died in the 
Bouth over the past ten years oi' bitter struggle. I appeal 
to you to end the hostilities so that together we 
can march forward for real gains for our people everywhere. 

DORA stated that shew ould relay the statements 
to KING for his approval • 

•-· -1___1____!_-r-------i-----

c::;~-~::ag• ';:·~=~s 
................ bate ................... . 
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.. AM-· OG . Paul R. Tonra (B9252 Cuts 55-57) 

· .·. ·. · BEA LEVISON dials "5602 11 and UNFEMALE answers. 

BEA: This is Mrs. Levison. We are leaving around noon 
today for a week and I'd like to leave a number for you. 
We're going to be out in Hampton Bays at a place called 
Bennett's Cove. And the number there is 516 RA 8-0416. 

.i; --c--

1........_ 
·:""""= 
i1 
11 • IL 
iii= 

. i= 

You can give .that number to anyone who callso Of particular __ 
importance, my husband is expecting a call from Georgia. !'-
We'll be there until .next Sundayo (END) ~-

!~ 
If--

t3· AM OG Paul R. Tonra (B9252 Cuts 57-59) 
I":: 

I~ -I .. :-;· 

I 

• I 
I· .. 
I 
I 
I 
I 

STANLEY LEVISON tells Operator he wants to place a person 
to person call to Reverend Andrew Young, 404 522 1420, in 
Atlanta, Georgiao- UNI1ALE advises that Young is not in. (END) 

l.o NY3810-s-::- 4 g ................ Page ................... . 
Employee's Name Date Stamp 

lay···-~-~~.: .. Date ~-=-~~.-.:~?.. 
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:< 

I ,. 

·I·C. _.Daniel J • .1.•l.a.loney ·whi!.:;e r:;1.i,5- 2-" 

-IC 

£perator calls s~y~ there is a long distance call for 
Hr. S anley I.a vir1.son Bee Levi :·son says he can be reached 
at JU 26020 tnd DJM • 

Paul R. Tonra (R8223 Cuts 35-49) · 

"ANDY11 calls STANLEY LEVISON. 

STANLEY: I had only one copy and I can't find it 0 

ANDY: Can you give me a couple of ideas of what you had in 
it? 

STANLEY: After the research committee sort of discarded it, 
·r mentally discarded it. But I might sit down i'.or an hour, 

j 
l 
i 
r 

I ii' there is thB;t much"time,· and try to reconstruct something.j 

11 
I 

k 
I 

ANDY:·Let me read to you what I've got~ 'The Southern ! 
Christian Leadership Conference is based on the faith that ! 
all men are sons oi' God and therei'ore all men are brothers. 
This concept oi' brotherhood know_s no national liMi ta tions. 
Men of Asiai are no less brothers. than men of Eur9pe. The 
war in Viet Nam is a serious challenge to our concept of' 
brotherhood 0 We theref'ore encourage Docto:r--Na.ptin · Luther 

-King., Jro, our-...President, and the Staff or the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, to proclaim our philosophy 
of Non Violence and assert its relevance in international 
coni'lict such as now rages in Viet Namo We further urge 
that Doctor King and the Staf'f' make possible a mature 
non violent understandinG of the issues of this world 
shaking dilemma to the members of our affiliated(ph) groups; 
since many of these groups in southern communities have 
access to only the most conservative war mongering viewpoints 
in their local press •. However, we must still affirm that 
the primary function of our organization is to secure full 
ci~izenship rights for the Negro citizens of this country 
and that our major ~ontribution to world peace and brother­
hood is to create a trµly democratic society here in 

I America. Our resources are not sufficient to assume the 
1 -i---· urden of two major issues_ in· our society. We would there-

\oa1--- io~rge that the efforts or SCLC in mass ~emonstrations 

J '3. " / 0 -p,, J Employee-!.s.._Nam_e 
.. ;·· •• :···· age f, T .... ]/..... ~ 

t4;'.'.f.!t. __ Date '-/-{--,f,t 
() {\(\ 
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and action:movements be con.fined to the question of racial. 
brotherhoodo In the event of continued escalation of the 
Viet Nam conflict, however, we ~B~pect the right of Doctor 
King and the administrative committee to alter this course 
.in the interest of the survival of mankind and turn the full 
resources of our organization to the cessation of bloodshed 
and waro This we feel to be our bounden duty as ministers 
and laymen and adherents·to the way of love and the philosop~ 
of Non Violence.' 

_STANLEY: You've got everything from the standpoint of 
concepts in it that need to be saido 

ANDY: The part Martin didn't like was where I said 'we 
therefore encourage 1 o He said that yours was more 
'commending' Martin. Luther King. 

STANLEY: Whera you said you encourage Martin Luther King or 
encourage the.affiliates? 

ANDY: 'We therefore encourage Doctor MLIC, our President, 
and the Staff of SCLC to proclaim our philosophy of Non 
Violence and assert its relevance'. 

STANLEY: I like what you said about the primary purpose of 
the organization is racial brotherhood in the U.So And yet 
you left yourself a perfectly proper opening in ~he event 
of, you said, escalation of the waro I ~<l ... t!9Jl~ __ !._o a~d 
1 in .,t?;i~,~ ... ~Y~_!?J~ __ Qf ... .P.~.r.il.o.us_e_s_c.~J..?-i::i._011.! o ~ecause esca1.a:t1on. 

· -as- s·o many degrees o And I think we I re all agreed that it I s 
when it gets to be really perilouso So I think you-dealt· 
with that_ very soundlyo As far as.the ideas are concerned, 
I think you've got a very good balanceo You deal with the 
confusion that Jim Bevel createdo And nobody can come 
away from something like this in any kind of confusion 

. about the posi tiono 

ANDY: Now can we rewrite that section about we commendo 
(reads again 1 We therefore encourage MLK etco) 

STANLEY: At this point ·wo.uldn't it be sound to take that 
concept that I had in a paragraph that I wrote you in a 
letter. 

Empl_oyee's Name Date Stamp 
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.·' .ANDY: I can I t find tha to 

.STANLEY: I know that that started with one sentence I 
thought was importanto And that is you could say we 
recognize, or it is clear, that Doctor King is one of the 
foremost moral leaders of the world. As Nobel Peace Prize· 
laureate, as a minister of the Gospel, his conscience 
obli°gates him to express his conaern that humanity could be 
brought to the brink of doomo 

ANDY: His conscience compells him to 
' 

STANLEY: To express his concern that humanity could be 
brought to the brink of doom:o Making these views clear is 
a contribution to all humanity. 

~: Do you want to put that 'we commend hmm'? 

STANLEY:. Noo 

~: I 1m sorryo ~ You just dictateo 

STANLEY: You could say 'We commend him for making clear, 
we commend him for expressing his ·views which are a 
contribution to all humanity.' I'm inclined to think that 
that's as far as you should go in encouraging him to do 
this or that. I don't think you have to specifically say. 
that he should bring it to the affiliateao I would leave~ 
that outo It's true, but I think it would be regarded as 
Peace monger.ing. Let me read this to you and see if any 
part of it can be includedo It's a statement that Martin 
wrote i'or Look magazine on what he hopes the world would be 
like 25 years from nowo 'I hope that world Peace_ will have 
become secure, not because a balance of terror will have 
paralyzed mankind but because most of the world's people 
will have realized that non ·violence in the nuclear age 
was life's .last chance 0 I hope that militarism and mass 
ignorance will have become ugly relics. of a vain. quasi 
civilizationo I would expect the world to blush with 
shame to recall that three decades earlier a human being 
was graded by the· color of his skin and degraded if that 
color was non \vhiteo I would expect the Christain era to 
begino 

Employee's Name Date Stamp · 
OIJ............ Page .... . .................. . 
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. :ANDY: That's very good. 

STANLEY: I wonder if you could say we endorse or we recall 
Doctor King's statement, and then quote perhaps some part or 
thiso 

ANDY: Let 1 s just include it and don't quote ito 

.STANLEY: Alright. (Rereads above statement f'or Andy to take 
_downo) 

ANDY: I'll work that in,._ This is very helpful.. I 111 get 
this together and get it over there right away. Thanks a 
lot, Stano (END) 
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Paul R. Tonra (B9173 Cuts 38-45) 

STANLEY LEVISON places call.to the Thomas Jefferson Hotel, 
Birmingham, Alabama and asks for Miss Dorothy Gaines(ph). 
( No answer). LEVISON then asks to speak with Mrs. J\fACDONALD 
in Doctor King 1 s suite~ He is connected with her 0 

STANLEY: I 1ve been on the phone with Andy a couple of times 
about the Draft Resolution on Viet Namo Andy had asked me 
for the first draft· that was written and I couldn't .find it. 
I just located it and I wondered if I could dictate it to 
you so you could give it to himo I know he's over at the 
(doesn't finish sentence)o 1 This convention is inspired.by 
the appeal of all the living Nobel Peace Prize laureates 
calling for an end to ·the hostilities in Viet Nam. The text 
of that statement is as followso Then just leave a blamk· 
because I think he1,has that. We applaud the action of our 
President, Martin Luther ~ing, the 1965·Nobel Peace Prize 
Winner, in signing the statement and we fully endorse lts 
sentimentso We crall on all organizations to join with us 
in formally endorsing the appeal, recognizing. that ·without 
international peace in the nuclear age the quest of 
humanity for a fuller life and a moral existence can become 
meaningless in a few terrifying moments o~ total planetary 
destructiono. We may have the power but weltiave no right to 
decree the end of the human race because nationalist· 
egotisms dominated our sense of humanity in one insane 
instance of the.thousands of years of the life of mano That 
it. -··· 

Mrso MACDONALD: Thank you so mucho I 1 11 give this to 
Andy• (END) ·· 

NYJ810-s~~ 5 
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TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

REQUEST 

SAC~ NEW YORK 

SUPV. JOHN.J. KEARNEY, 414 

STANLEY LEVISON~{Ci) 
IS-C lf.>' 
NY 100-111180 ., 
BU 100-392452 

-
· DATE: · 8/6/63 

PERSONAL.FOLPER SAC --· 

Authority is .,irequestej tC? contac~ NY 1300-_S* on J_ ,. 

8/8/63. _ & &.uA .3CJ.:::Ji /.J;J-. / "'~~-I eff..-:.,,: . y-,,,_-f2~~ _;cy ~.~ J 
LAST CONTACT li\)( 'J 

The last contact·with NY 1300-S* was on 4/8/63, at 
which time valuable data concerning financial records of CPUSA 

· cover companies were obtained, along with Lt.""VISON's connection~ 
with the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and MARTIN · 
LUTHER KI~G. . . · . . c-,) . 

The purpose of this contact is to obtain inf'ormation 
·concerning LEVISON1 s present association with HUNTER PIT.rs O'DELL, 
MARTIN LUTHER KING and CLARENCE JONES.· . . (\a") 

. f'0t.tt. ~ 
S,ECURITY '/ 

I Full ·security ia assured. 
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__ (' ...,t:()n\~j 
TO LEGAT f I I 
FROM DIRECTOR FBI (100-106670) 

November 10 196 
f I f) d j C'.ct -f e. .s t)ffi A I I\J~c ~. i [g() c) 

(fR,en.DL~ Ft)~€i~rv ~rr,e.w....,c; t:t.k'.c 
· f>&el.J<: ':I) (t-F1A) 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., SECURITY t-IATTER - CO~NIST. 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., WHO ·rs TO RECEIVE THE NOBEL 

PEACE PRIZE I:-! OSLO, XOR1,~AY, DEC~IBER TE':,-;, ~EXT, PL_.t_:-;5 T0 ;:S 

IN ·-:.•.-~ ,..,~ __ ,...,. -·-~ f:::_ i/) HIS ADVIS0?..5., :SAY..\?,D ~::STI~J, ~AS co:-;TACTED ?EGGY D:.:?:. ..\ . : 
.:r-> ·-·,~ .... 

:~;- Z::; ~. f ] Jit .RES IDE:·ff 1i .. 1-10 IS EXECl;TiVE. DIRECTOR, C..;l·l?AIG:·;· FSR :-~-;;c·L~_.;.;. ~-
: j - I •• . • :-

;;: :::: I •. : -
'- ~ I • 

?- !DISAR~L6i.~IE~T. RUSTE; REQUESTED HER TO ATTE~1PT TO ARRA:-;GE FJR ;~ 
~1 i~ . ~ -~ 
:3·········••■ ·TO RECEIVE KING. RUSTIN DESIRES \::: I_. -~ ,~ ·1 IT NOT APPEAR AS THOUGH THIS IS KING.' S IDEA AND .PREFERS._. :;· 

.·.·. ~ TO A.~NOUNCE THAT cl .. IS INVITING .KING. DUFF CHECKING nno .i~ 
.... 

THIS MATTER. 

RUSTIN IS DEPARTING FOR • I NOVEMBER ELEVEN, NEXT, 

FOR PURPOSE OF CLARIFYING A CONFUSION SURROUNDING KING'S TRIP 

IN DECET:-!BER. CONFUSION INVOLVES FACT-.. THAT 

SFP:bgc 
· (12) . 

DESIRES TO RECEIVE KING: BUT-. HAS BEEN OPPOSED BY 

. . ..:0.¥..:Z.:: .. ~.::.: ... :·:·:.~· .......... ::.~: ....... ..;.._._ ...... . 
,· EXEZ..: .. ,.,T F.R Ci.. ,.Z!Y,T-'.":'I ;.: r r,-=:r:-; " --".':='J, ... .,., 1·.LO!'T ·-·--- ... - -··· .,._ .. , __ '-"•.. ...~ 

SCILDUT F. C1-·' ·-,-:.,,-.y· . : • · ·- • • · , 
_.;.,.:..a- .. -,..;J..:. • .L,J• ..... : ..... _ .... _..;.,. 

EXE~ . .;. '"7."f,"""'~T re~ i".. -·'""'":J' · 

·. ·NOTE: See memo Baumgardner to,Sullivan, 11/10/64, same 
caption, SFP:bgc. 

l - Foreign Liaison Unit (Route 
· NATIONAL _-SECUTUTY IN"?·:)~.J,(\TION 

,;-:_ 1:J~1a 1~fr_:)r'.E!::d J}i°::l.:li)2...:/e . . . 

through for review) 

S.;:t,3ect- to C·i•·-:,1-,:,.<.\1 :::t,.,,.,--.-:•1·n11c . 
, .. :- . . .1-- f.1-i~-~ ,-.,<-A..~•JV v ~UE COPY 

... - .· 
. -- --~ .. - ' .. ~ '"-"•"'ti-• .. 
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(~_,'Du{\\ (L ~ 
CABLEGRAM TO ,., 
RE: - MARTIN LUTHER KING,. JR. 
100-106670 

CERTAIN ELEMENTS ·BECAUSE KING A BAPTIST. RUSTIN IS TO 

ALSO DETERMINE WHETHER KING WILL BE ABLE TO MEET WIT~ 1111111111-. 
· KING IS_ SURROU~IDED. BY ,)-1..,~!EROUS ADVISORS HAVI_:~G ?RESE~--~T 

OR FORl-iER CO:~fC:UST co~::-;ECTI8::s. HE HAS ~L.\IX'IAI:•;ED x-; 

ASSOCIATIO~-; .,.JITH ,A:-;o RECEIVED G:.iIDA:,;cE AXD COl::~SEL FP.0:1. 

s ECRET co:-·r-m~asT PARTY, CSA, }~EMBERS :;oTwITHSTA:•J)Ii\G ADVICE: 

TO KIXG ABJUT THEIR cm•f:fTJ:;IST BAC:ZGROU~\l)S. Ki~7G IS ALSO . 

· SOME OF 

KING'S ACTIONS IN THE RECENT PAST ARE OF A NATURE WHICH 

- ·_• -RUSTIN IS A FCRMER 

MEMBER OF THE YOUNG COMMUNIST -- LEAGUE AND -HAS BEEN CO~ICTED . . 

ON A HOMOSEXUAL CHARGE. 
+'FPJ'R· 

· YOU ARE INSTRUCTED TO IMMEDIATELY BRIEt JI l . • 

CONCERNING THE BACKGROUND OF KING :AND RUSTIN A..~D OF THEIR 

INTENTIONS RELATIVE TO A KING - - MEETING SO THA'F :f'iF/ t) 
. J if I MAY IN TURN TRANSMIT THIS INFORMATION ON A HIGHLY 

.; 2 

. .· .•.. 

.· ·-· 
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. c~~"){\~12.j 
CABLEGRAM TO --
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
100-106670 

.. 
CONFIDENTIAL BASIS TO THE PRIME MINISTER . 

• ,I 

. i 

. WAsHINGTON, D. C., BEING APPRISED. INFORMATION AS TO 

KING'S CO~IUNIST ASSOCIATIONS CLASSIFIED QUOTE SECRET 

., •.. : 

- 3 -
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OPR/F~~JM .L; KING 
TASK FORCE 

fli;,ldet ;,g 
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APPENDIX B (1 
(X)NTEITT'S 

M::!rroranda of telephone i..11terviews or conversations 
and personal interviews are contained. in this appendix 
in aphabetical order, as follows: 

Baity, James T., September 27, 1976 
Barnett, James 0. , September 27, 1976 
Baurrgardner, F .J., December 22, 1976 
Bloeser, Richard, July 15, 1976 
Boatwright, James R., September 23, 1976 
and Cx::tober 20, 1976 

Buchanon, John T., 0:tober 15, 1976 
Canale, Phil M., September 21, 1976 
canipe, Guy w., Jr., July 7, 1976 
carlisle, John, September 20, 1976 
and September 22, 1976 

Crumby, w.o., September 17 ,1976 
Dollahite, Vernon v., July 6, 1976 
D.vyer, Robert K., July 6,1976 
Ghormley, Judson E., July 7, 1976 
Hamilton, Edward A., September 27, 1976 
Hester, Joseph, June 23, 1976 and. 
July 8, 1976 

Hollonan, Frank, September 15, 1976 
Howe, Ray, July 8,1976 
Huie, William B., September 15, 1976 
Internal Security Division Representatives, 

September 8, 1976 
Jensen, Robert, July 7, 1976 
Johnson, R.T., December 21, 1976 
Lesar, James H., December 13, 1976 

and December 14, 1976 
IDng, Richard E. , December 30, 1976 
M:lcdonald, James C., Septernber 16, 1976 

and December 22, 1976 
~anuel, Philip, September 20, 1976 and 

September 28, 1976 
M:::Collough, Marrell, July 12, 1976 
McFerren, John, July 9, 1976 and 
November 16, 1976 

M'.:Gowan, Clen J. , December 23, 1976 
McKay, I.Duis, July 8, 1976 
M:>ntedonioo, Eddie L. (Attorneys for), 
July 8,1976 
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Navsum, Floyc E. , Sr., July 8, 1976 
Peelrron, J.S., December 21, 1976 
Phillips, Seyrrcr, December 21, 1976 
Bay, Jerry, DecerrilJer 20, 1976 
Redditt, Edward E., July 8, 1976 

and Septerrber 28, 1976 · 
Richrrond, Willie B., July 7, 1976 

and September 28, 1976 
Rival to, Arthur J., September 27, 1976 

· Routt, w.E., Septanber 27, 1976 
Snith, Jack, September 27, 1976 
Tines, Graydon P., September 20, 1976 
Stanton, Hugh, Jr., September 17 ,1976 

and Septerroer 23, 1976 
'Wallace, Norvell E. , July 8, 1976 
Zachary, Nevelyn E., Septenrer 15, 1976 lU.) 
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INDEX TO APPENDIX C 

Appendix C contains voluminous notes taken from 
FBI Files and other sources, records of the Merrphis Police 
Department and letters of James Earl Ray to William Brandford 
Huie. These documents are being retained. inthe Office of 
Professional Resp::)nsibility and are surnnarized herein as 
follows: 

Volume 
N:>. 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

V 

VI 

VII 

VIII 

IX 

X 

XI 

XII 

Content~0Ll(U) GJ<eEPT AS Nore'!,} 

MIJRKIN (HQ 44-38861) 

MURKrn (Memphis Field Office: ME 44-1987) 

Atlanta Field Office (MURRIN; MLK Security; 
OJMINFIL--SCTC; CIRM; CPUSA-Negro Question; 
Miscel.; MLK Racial Matters and Coretta King). 

i 

Field Office Files- Al.1:>any through Indianap::,1~· ~ ~ : 
(MURKIN; MLK Security; CIRM; CPUSA- Negro· ( t . 

Question; COMINFIL-SCLC-; .and I.evison Security \,A, 

· Field Office files- Jackson,•ille through ('~ (C\~ 
St. !Duis (MURKIN, .MLK Security; CIRM; ~ 
CPUSA-Negro Question; CQ\UNFIL-SCLC; and 
Levison Security) 

Martin Luther King, Jr. , Security 
(HQ 100-106670} 

Stanley D. Levison Security (HQ ·100-392452} ~( ~')-

New York Field Office (MLK Security; Levison l \A\ 
Security and roMINFIL-SCLC} \ 

CIRM (HQ 100-442529) 

COMINFIIrSCLC (HQ 100-438794) 

CPUSA (HQ 100-3-116) 

James Farl Fay Handwritten N:::>tes to 
William Bradford Huie 
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' ' ·-··· -·-···-~ -"'-•··-~-.-... ., .. ~•--·•· ·-~... . 

Interview of Seymor Phillips 

Mr. Seymour Phillips was interviewed at his office on December 
21, 1976, by James R. Kieckhefer and Joseph :F'. O-ross, Jr. Mr~ Phillips 
was a Supervisor in the Connnunist Party United of the Internal 
Security Section, Domestic Intelligence Division, starti~g in the 
summer of 1961 and became Unit Ch:tef in 1964. He is presently 
employed by the FBI. Mr. Phillips was coopertive and had a good 
recollection of his dealings with the intelligence investigation of 
Dr. King. 

Phillips advised that in 1963 the Comnnmist Party United was 
headed by Unit Chief. Iarry Garley and, in additio~ to hi2:J.Self, there 
were two other Supervisors, Robert C. Denz and William G. Shaw. With 
regard to the duties of the supervisors in his unit, Phillips stated 
that assignments were designated by subject matter and also by 
geographical location. The Section Chief of the Internal Securi-ty 
Section at this time was Fred J. Baumgardner and his #1 man was Dick 
Corman. The Domestic Intelligence Division then had as Assistant 
Director William C. Sullivan and as his #1 man, Joseph Sizoo. 

Phillips was questioned in some detail on the events from August, 
1963, until December of that year with respect to the initiation of 
technical surveillance and CODTTELPRO activities against Dr. King. 
He related that in August, 1963, his unit assisted in the preparation 
of an analysis (the 8/23/63 analysis) of communist infiltration ir: 
the Negro population. Phillips also advised that he had prepared a 
synopsis for the analysis, but Mr. Sullivan later rewrote the synopsis 
which was forwarded to the Director. Philli:PS noted that Sullivan had 
previously been Chief Inspector of the Central Research Section of the 
Division, and had assisted in the preparation of some of' the 
Directbr 1s publications on conmrunism. 

Following review of this analysis, Phillips stated that the 
Director returned for a period of time every piece of work from the 
Division on King or the Communist Party with cryptic remarks. Phillips 
advised "there was considerable traffic of this nature at this time. 11 

Philli:Ps further stated that a separate record was kept of the "blue 
ink" (Hoover's remarks), but he believed this record was no longer 
available. It is Phillip's opinion that both the Director and 
Assistant Director Sullivan believed that there was communist influence 
on Dr. King rhrough his relationship with Stanley Levison; IIanter 
Pitts O'Dell and others. He doubts very much whether the time and 
manpower would have been spent if they had thought otherwise. Phillips 

SECRET 
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bimSelf classified Levison ana O'Dell as vecy dangerous people.~) 

Several weeks later, Phillips remarked, the first monograph 
on King was written. It was prepared by Charles D. Brennan, then 
Assistant Chief of the Central Research Section (Brennan later 
became #1 man to Baumgardner). Phillips recalled that Baumgardner 
brought the Brennan draft to his unit in order to have each fact 
authenticated. Iater, Baumgardner directed another check of the 
monograph to insure that the Bureau could substantiate this report on 
King and his assoicates. 

·Phillips then explainedthe supervision of the King file. He 
stated that the Internal Security Section was responsible for super­
vision of groups or organizations while the Subversive Contral Section 
monitored individuals. Initially, Bill Forsyth, a Supervisor in the 
Subversive Control Section had responsibility for the King file, but 
Baumgardner wanted the King matter under control of the Interna.l 
Security Section. For a period .of time there. was a.ual.·.r.esponsibility, 
between the two sections but later.the case was handled solely by the 
Internal Security Section. 

Phillips said that he was on leave when the-meeting with agents 
f'rom Atlanta took place concerning .the use-of. COINTELPRO against 
Dr. King at the SOG. Phillips said he did not-know why COINTELPRO 
was started against King. He further stated he was told, after the 
decision had been made, about misur coverage of King and his associates 
at the Willard Hotel in January, 1964. He added that this was 
unusual since the Supervisor of a subject matter was held responsible 
for being aware of such activities, and was supposed to be able to 
render an accurate status report on a case at any given time. 

Phillips said that the Director wanted to be kept advised of 
King, and that the Director probably approved every COD·JTELPRO 
activity against him. Since th-= Director was personally involved in 
the handling of this intelligence case, the iDI.Portance of it could not 
be over e:m;phasized. It was a "hot potato." Phillips remarked that he 
may have initiated some recommendations under COINTELPRO, but only if 
a previous type of a similar nature had been approved such as blocking 
an honorary degree to be given King. 

Phillips stated that he received directives f'rom Sullivan, Sizoo 
and Baumgardner. Baumgardner told him that he was to be advised of 
all activity in this case. Yet he would at times receive an innnediate 
order f'rom Assistant D-lrector Sullivan and then be pressed to decide 
whether he should first carry out the order or first advise his 

.SECRET 
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Section Chief. 

Phillips did not add anything to his previous written statement 
on the letter found in the 11Sullivan papers." 
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TO 

SUBJECT: 

/ 
Mr, W, C, Sullic!~ 

C, <--
_couMUN1 ST PARTY, USA 
NEGRO QUESTION "is .;: ·,=-- -· c·· ..... . 

. ., i i I/ . • . i 

• 

-1. : .' ., · . 

1 - Mr, 
1 - Mr. 
1 Mr. 
1 - Mr. 

:) 

Belmont 
Sullivan 
D.E.!lloore 
Baumgardner 

I _ 

Trott.-, __ _ 
Tele . Room __ 

Holm• • --
Gcindy __ _ 

Reference is made to . the enclosed material · on which the 
.'1. Director bas written: "This memo reminds me vividly of those I 
1, received when Castro took over Cuba: ·Yoµ contended then that Castro and 
~ his cohor.ts were not Communists and not influenced by Communists. Time 
~ alone proved you wrong. I for one can't ignore the memos re King, 
~\ P'Dell, Levison, Rustin, Hall et al as. having only an infinitesimal . 

-~ effect on the efforts _to exploit }he American Negro by the Com.munist~CA.) 

~ The Director is correct, We were completely wrong about · 
) .,'~'-~ bel:l.eving the evidence was not sufficient to determine some years ago 
""( . that Fidel Castro was not a communist or bnder communist influence. On 

-~~ ~ nvestigating ·and writing about communism and the American Negro, we , ~ t had better remember this ~nd profit by the lesson it should teach us .(.LA) ..:..:_ 

~ I do think that much of the difficulty . relating to the memoran-
~ dum rightly questioned by the Director is to be found centered in the 
~ f word "influence_._:• We do not have, and no Government agency or private . . 
-~ organization has, any yardstick which can accurately measui·e "influence" , , 

f 
JM:1 -th.is particular c·ontext, even when we know it docs exist such as in \ 
.,\ he case of the o~vious influence of .the ~-?.~-~ea_~-~9 . p,?~~~i.~t St:lilleX~. :·· 

i~evison over Martin Luther King and King's influence- over otller7retro '.;: 

\ 

'-1-eltde-Fs. · Personally, I believe in the light of King's powerful 8 
dem~gogic speech yesterday he stands head and shoulders over all other h 

~ Negro leaders put together when it comes to influencing great masses of :~; 
~ Negroes, We must mark him now, if we have not done s_ o_ before, as t~~( :\ 1 

~ l)!Q§L..Q!\P.g;~!'-0.ll.e._li!!_gr~_<?! _the future in this ~on_Jl:9.!lL ..tn.e_standpoi -.._, UJ I 
, ~ Qf . . c.ommunism, _ _i;h~ N_~gr:~. ana _ n~~!911a.~-,-~~~!.¥.. ., -· · i~ I 

l_ · · On determining O'lembershi~ of Negro/~ {~-·i~/ ~~-~uJJ° ~'l/.{y, ' :j 
~~~we are.not confronted with the same problem. · We do have here accurate 
~" yardsticks for establishing membership. Of course, our standards are 
~ very exacting, This means there are many Negroes who are fellow-
~ trav:ellers, sympathizers or who aid the Party, knowingly or unknowingly, 

but do not qualify as members. These we must not ignore. The old 
~~" communist prin~ple still holds: "Communism must ·be , b4ilt with non-

'

communist h~s" Therefore, it may be unrealistic ·to limit ours0iv3s as 
•~ we have been /Ito -~IL~<;> l~.!.e.!i.c ,proof or definitely conclusi~e Hlence 

! I 
I 

I 

;::: _J;;~'~·~·,·:~· :,;,ru;~f~:/2a/ - - -s·· . ., t ··>?l", 
wcs71:1 ;<;ij_w~-Dr.'.',~1!1; -·· sE.'vT n,_rY;rnR ~'? 0€C 5.l'961 / It~·- --:-r6 to·/ 

--. , J§'} G .1.. v .{ ~ · , ;, D/l-3 -~';- IV ,. / , - ,, ·-- . . ' ·--~ ~ - - / . - --. 
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont 
RE: COMMUN! ST PARTY, USA 

NEGRO QUESTION 
100-3-75 

• 

.. 

l that would stand up ~!!_!~_sj:_i)ll_<;my _in __ gqui:t or before 9~ngres~~-~-~al 
comm~_tt~~s that the Communist Party, USA, does wield substantia1 
1:'il-Yiuence over Negroes which one day could become· decisive. (M) 

The memorandum which the Director penetratively questioned, 
while showing in the details the communist impact on Negroes, djd 

··-f suffer from such limitations. . These 1111!,i tations. we will make e!ery 
effort to lift in the future. The great amount of attention this 
Division is giving to communist activi·ties directed toward the Negro l14) 
should enable us to do this.. · 

For example, here at the Seat of Government, the Negro -
communt"st question takes up as a whole the time of one supervisor and 
during the past few weeks four me"'n have been so occupied. Additionally, 
(1) specialized instructions are regularly given the field on communist 
infiltration of the Negro; (2). monographs have been written on the 
subject and widely disseminated; (3) regularly disseminated are memoranda 
and reports; (~) August 2~, 1963, we devoted t~e entire Current Intelli­
gence Analysis to the communist plans for the Negro March of August 28, 
1963, (149 copies of thts,Analysis were disseminated to 44 agencies of 
the Government}, (5) much material on the issue is given to Agents at 
In-Service; and (6) an SAC Letter is under preparation in this Division 
now giving the field the benefit of what we l'earned from the Negro March 
on Washington and issuing instructions for increased coverage of liJ) 
commupist influence on the Negro •. 

· ·. As the memorandum pointed out, "this Nation is involved in a. 

I ::;.iQ!ia_~~~~{f r;~~
1~!i~;-~.:::Y. t-~~mm~:r~;::~J~J::~~J:ts ~~-~~~f ~!t!·~~ mi 11 ion 

Negroes constitute tnegreatest single racial ··target of the Communist 
Party, USA. This is a sombre reality we must never lose sicht of. We 

, will do eyerything possible in the troubled'future to develop for the 
Director all available facts relating to Negro membership in the Communist 
Party, plus the more complex and difficult to ascertain influence 
of communist organizations and officials ove~ the leaders and masses(of) 
Negroes. · ~ 

We regret greatly that the memorandum did not measure up to 
what the Director has a right to expect from our analysis. ( L() 

RECOMl.iENDATI ON: 

For the information of the Director. j 
/) vJ,e 

,t 
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To; Mr. A.H. Belmont 
' 

From~ Mr. W. C. Sull~N;rt( u ?- j y 

Date: 

Re : CO!tMUHI ST PARTY, U,SA. 
N.EGHO QUESTION 
COM:.:m JIST .. n,rLUI;NCE IN RAC:AL .MATTERS 
INTELHAL SECURITY - C 

Predtcat :i.on: DECLASSI 
OU ID 

• 
/ I 

V 
·------- .. 

Raference is made to the enclosed memorandum dated 9/16/63 
·and ·to the attached proposed SAC Letter. ( IA ) 

On returning from a few days leave I have been advised of 
the Director's continued dissatis:action with the manner in ~hicL : 

\ 
we prepared a Brief on the above-captioned matter and subsequent~, i ·. 
memoranda on the same subject matter. This situation is very ,. . 1 , 1. , , -

disturbing to those of us in the Domestic Intelligence Di vision { ;'.' · 
responsible for this area of work, and we certainl y want to do ~ 

I 
everything possible to correct our shortcomings. \'le absolutely will 
not be stubborn about admitting any mistakes we have made or be 
stiff-necked and unbending concerning our analysis of this m&tter. 
The Director indicated he would not approve our last SAC Letter 
u ntil t here was a clarification and a meeting of minds relat i ve to 
the question of the extent of communist influence over Negroes and 

I 
their leaders. In this memorandum I will seriously and sincerely . 
try to clarify a most regretable situation. It is prepared not on 

· official office memorandum but rather on plain bond believing that 
this discussion need not be made a matter of official reco_rd -~ ~ -·,X 
/ .. . :f·.(_Vf.j}·;:_ r :f~'.1 

Common Agreement: ' .r'O I 
J •• ,. ) ~ ~. 

· ':_ . 
First, I am sure we all are in agreement on the following 

which was in both the cover memorandum and the detailed brief 

J 

a'tta.ched: (1) for the past 44 years the Communist Party, USA, has 
spent enormous sums of money and ceaseless efforts to influence 
Negroes and to make communists out of them; (2) the 19 million 
Negroes in the country today constitute the greatest single racial 

·1 target of the Communist Party, USA; (3) Negro leader Martin Luther 
, . King, ~O.~_t_e_<!_ to be a Marxis_!, does have as an extremely .. important 

advisorl§tanley~vison, a secret Communist Party member; ; (4) we 
are right now in this nation engaged in a form of .social --revolution 
and the time has never been so right for exploitation of the 
Negroes by communist propagandi~ts; and .(5) , .: the Communist Party 

:".- could in the future make prodigious strides ~and great successes w_i th 
the American Negro to the serious detriment of our national security . 
In addition to the above, the 1naterial furnished contained many pages 
of specific examples of communist, ~olic~es, ~~~s---and .· tttivi ties 

... , •nC(' ~\.\ / . - - · ,. . ' / I • .- • ' . ' "'~\I, / ( . . . •· . . ' . . ' 
Rl'\ ... 1 osures ~ ?- :vl -l ~ · ._. ', 1 OCT-1 , .· 3/ ;' · 

----- -,r1 
~ '· , 

7 
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont 
RE: COMMUNIST ::?ARTY, USA 

NEGRO QUESTION 
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS . 

showing communist involvement in Negro racial matters in this nation, 
relativ~ to which we can all agree. t,'75=}(£t) 
Essence of the Situation: 

The essence of the situation seems to be this: We 
presented what facts there are in our files in the Drief in question 
and I know that the Direct.or certainly would not want us to do other 
than this. sThe position taken at the time the Brief was written was 
that, while there is communist influence being exerted on Negroes 
and Negro leaders, it ·--~a$..JlOt reached the point of control or 1 

dom~P..?-.!~•\ This historically h.a~ -been-the--·position···of-t1ie-·1:for&/au ): 
inthis matu~r in light of file reviews going·back ten to cwent lt, 
years. ~ ~ ~ /\l'l~-st" ~ t~ f"LSi.-·v\ · -

l ~ ~• \~•~.--.--0-•' ,,·;.~.c.i~ · 
The Historical Position: era ".uL . <.l.J ?- 1o.. 

For example, in a detailed document prepared on Communist 
Party and the Negro in 1953, we find the statement referring to "the 
failure of the Communist Party to attract even a significant number 
Qf Negroes in the United States to its number." -Another example is 
to be found in an analysis in this same field prepared by the Bureau 

·1n 1956 to the effect that communist efforts have been "unsuccessful 
on -;;:= state or national level" in infiltrating "legitimate Negro­
fraternal, protest and improvement organizations," although they made 
limited success in some "isolated chapters. " The· Director's book., 
Masters of Deceit, published in 195fL states: "It became obvious 
that.the Party, despite great efforts, had failed to win over even 
a significant minority of Negroes." In 1960 the Director's statement 
to The Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate, reads: 
"It is no secret that one of .the bitterest disappointment;.:; of 
communistic efforts in this Nation has been their failure to lure 
our Negro citizens into the Party." In 1962 similar public statementE 
were made. On page seven of the Brief submitted to the Director 
under the date of August 23, 1963, this historical position was 
restated and it was said, "One of the bitterest disappointments of 
the communists has been their single failure to lure any significant 
number of our Negro citizens into the Party." This statement was 
set forth again in. the cover memorandum which the Director marked {U) 

The point I wish to make here is this: The fact tha~ thi~ 
has been our historical position in the Bureau for many years is no 

lreason to assume that it is the correct position at this time, as the 
Director has clearly explained. Times and conditions change and, as 
the·evidence mounts, naturally we need to change our position along 
with this evidence. · lU) 

.J 
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont 
RE: COMMUN! ST PARTY, USA 

NEGliO QUESTION 
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 

Inte::-pretation: 

• 

As we know, facts by themselves are not too meaningful, 
for they are somewhat like stones tossed in a heap as contrasted 
to the same stones put in the form of a sound edifice. It is 

.,, obvious to us now that we did not put the proper interpretation upon 
the fa_cts which_ we gave to_ the Director. (. '-4) 

Martin Luther King: 

We have been aware of the communist influence for nenrly 
two years on Martin Luther King, Jr., head of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, and in the comprehensive memorandum entitled 
"Communist Party, USA, Negro Question," dated 8/23/63 we set out 
information to the effect that a number of Negro leaders in this 
country have had subversive connections in their bac~grounds and 

f 
't:bnt·Ma:-:tin Luther K;-1i1-g, Jr., hasr--:~een dealing with~~tanley Levison, 

.a concealod communis!J as well asjiunter Pitts QtDell, a secret 
member of the National Committee of the CPUSA-:j As previously 
_stated, we are in complete agreement with ~he Director that _ 
communist influence is being exerted on Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and that King is the strongest of the Negro leaders. As we have 
stated before in a memorandum, we regard Martin Luther King to 
be the most dangerous and effective Negro leader in the country. 
In addition, we know ·the Party is directing a major effort toward 
strengthening its position among the Negroes inasmuch as we have 

1i11formation the Party plans t'o intensify its efforts to exploit 
the racial situation for the purpose of gaining influence among 
the Negroes. To this end, the Party plans to hold a highly se­
cretive "leadership meeting in November, 1963, which will deal 
primarily with the Negro situation. This meeting i"s to be preceded 
by a@us Hatl-?"barnstorming" trip through key areas of the 
country to meet Party people and thus better prepare himself 
for the November meeting. Furthermore, in the last:.few days 

IHal:Vhas advised an informant he contemplates requesting the 
~evison brqt.her~to set up an office in Atlanta, Ge·orgia, to -

' 

be used by\Jlunter Pitts O'Del[/which will serve as-the office 
for "Freedomways," a Communist Party sponsored publication, and 
as ~eadquarters for Communist Party acti~ity in the South.(~~) 
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who served as an adviser to Dr. K:fng, portions of the FBI 

headquarters securi~ file on Dr. King h:l.nself, portions 

of the FBI headquarters file on·the assassination :f.nvesti-

. gation, sane Depa:rt:nent (as opposed to FBI) files relating 

to Dr. King, and other Bureau docunslts inclucling everything 

on Martin 1nt:her King, Jr. , held· in the late J. Edgar Hoover's . "\ 

official, confidential and persooal files. ('7-/i(~J 
By a IIeJm"andun to the Attorney General dated April 

9, 1976, the Assistant Attomey General in charge of the 

Civil Rights Division submi.tted a 51 page report of the 

Chief of the Civil Rights Division's Criminal Secticn dated 

March 31, 1976, enbodying the results of the three-man study, 

limi.ted to the above listed files, and concentrating alnost 

exclusively on the pre-assassination surveillance of, and 

counterintelligence activities against, Dr. King. 

The Assistant Attorney General recomnended the 

creation of a Departmental Task Force to cooplete the 

review he and his team had begun. He also recOlll1Ended an 

Advisory Comn:l.ttee of disdngui.shed citizens to advise with 

the task force. The further review proposed included inter­

rogation of material witnesses, reading all the· pertinent · 

field office files and reviewing all of the headquarters 

files relating to Dr. King and possibly to other civil rights 

activists. A recOIIIIEl.dation was made to review tapes secured 

-3-
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back and ccmplete the inquiry :Into the Bureau's pre­

assassination relationship with Dr. King. Necessarily 

included again :In this secorui stage of our review was 

the consideration of whether the FBI was in any way 

:Lnt:>licated in the murder directly or indirectly. 

'!he task force made a particular point of looking 

at all the material in the FBI headquarters and field 

office files on the Assassination Investigaticn, the so-

called ''Murki.n File'' (M.irkin being an acronym for M..lrder 

of King) 1/; . the Martin lllther King Security File 2/; the 

Caninfil-SCU: File (Caninfil being an acronym for ·Camunist 

infiltration; S.C.L.C., the initials for the Southern Christian 

Leadership Conference) 3/; the file en Camunist Influence 

in Racial Matters 4/ and the Stanley David Iev.i.scn File 5/. 

'!he ''Murkin" · file was solely concemed with the nurder investi­

gation. '!he other four files provided a m.Jl.ti-focal view 

1/ FBI HQ. 44-38861 ·-
2/ FBI HQ. 100-106670 

3/ FBI HQ. 100-438794 

4/ FBI HQ. 100-442529 and the predecessor file 
entitled Camrunist Party, U.S.A. Negro Questicn; 
FBI HQ. 100-3-116 

5/ FBI HQ. 100-392452 

-9-
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I. 

I 

of the Bureau's ;intelligence and counterintelligence 

activities with respect to Dr. Martin wther King, Jr. 

'Ille scheme of citation hereinafter used will be to 

minimize footnotes, place the source citation in the 

body of the writing, and designate headquarters files 

by ''HQ" and IltlilDer and serial and Field Office files · 

l;>y city and nunber and serial, e.g.: (Manphis 44-1987-

153) . Exceptions to this schane will be explained when ( ~ (ll) 
made. 

· The m:>re voluminous of the pertinent files in 

addition to the · FBI headquarters files and the Washington 

Field Office files were located in 'Msrphis, Atlanta, 

Baltim>re, Charlotte, Bil:mingham, New Orleans, ws Angeles, 

.San· Francisco, Kansas City, St. Louis, Cm3ha., Chicago, 

Springfield (Ill.) , Milwaukee and New York. 'Ihese ~re 

examined in place by visits by task force personnel. The 

remaining files were xeroxed and forwarded for re'ii.ew in 

Washington. Pertinent nauspaper clipping files maintained 

l

i-~:-:-~--~the Departinent and. oythe-Bureau--ar.id:'its field offices 

were scanned. . 

I In te:rms of papers examined, m:>re than 200,000 

I entries, mmy with m:merous pages conceming both the 

ururder investigation and the security investigation were 

I covered. The five attomeys sitting together orig:inally 

"1 
-10-
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4. FBI Intelligence and IDcal Police Activities 

a. FBI Infonnants. Robert G. Jensen, the Special 

Agent in Charge of the Memphis Field Office, and Joseph 

Hester, case agent for MURKIN, have unequivocally assured 

the task force that there was no electronic surveillance of 

Dr. King in Menphis. It was explained that Manphis was not · 

in the mainstream of Dr. Killg' s SCLC activities (Interview 

of Special Agent Joe Hester, June 23, 1976, App.B). 

However, FBI agents did observe the sanitation ~rker's 

strike activities for intelligence purposes and the Memphis 

Police Department (MPD) and confidential paid infornmi.ts did 

supply infonnation to the field office {Interview of former . 

SAC Robert Jensen, July 7, 1976, App. B). 

Our investigation disclosed that there were five paid 

confidential infonnants providing :intelligence regarding the 

racial situation to the Menphis Field Office on a continuing 

basis. These individuals consisted of a sh:>eshine parlor 

operator, Mamphis State University (M>U) student, a college 

professor, a shoe salesman and a former MPD police officer. 

The :intelligence coverage provided by these individuals 

related to the activities of the Nation of Islam, Black Students 

Association of MSU, Students for a Darocratic Society, Black 

Organizing Power, Black United Front, Afro-hnerican Brother­

hood, Invaders and the sanitation "-".>rkers strike. '!here is 

-24-
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