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KRO28 WA CODE
1:41PM URGENT £6/11/76 GEG o .
TO MEMPHIS e

 MILWAUKEE ‘
FROM DIRECTOR (122~-186678)
MARTIN LUTHER KING, IR

FOR INFORMATION OF RECIPIENTS, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

HAS ORDERED A REVIEW OF THE FBI'S INVESTIGATION OF MARTIN
LUTHER' KING ASSIGNED T0 CONDUCT THIS REVIEW IS A TASX FORCE

VORKI&G UNDER DIRECTION OF THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPON-

SIBILITY (OPR) OF THE DEPAerzar OF JUSTICE. THE ATTORNEY
GENERAL HAS Iuozcarso THE REVIEY IS TO RESOLVE rus FOLLouI&
FOUR QUESTIONS.

(14) -VAS THE FBI INVESTIGATION OF XING'S ASSASSINATION
THOROUGH AND HONEST? ,

(24) IS THERE ANY EVIDENCE THE FBI WAS INVOLVED IN THE
ASSASSINATION?

(3¢) IS THERE ANY NEV EVIDENCE WHICH HAS COME TO THE
ATTENTION OF THE DEPARTMENT conczanzuerruz ASSASSINATION?

(4. DOES THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE BUREAU AND KING

- 66-2189-1
i‘eﬁ“ﬁi"m'”? Eﬁ‘%r
JUN 1 1 1976

T3l + MIMPHIS

n? B 5198

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




PAGE TwO
CALL FOR CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS, DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS OR
OTHER APPROPRIATE ACTION?

THIS REVIEW IS A CONTIXUATION OF A."PARTIAL REVIEW"
'RECENTLY CONDUCTED BY THE CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION OF THE
DEPARTHENT UNDER DIRECTION OF ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
Jo STANLEY POTTINGER. AFTER THE TASK FORCE OOMPLETES STUDY OF
ASSASSINATION FILES IN SELECTED FIELD OFFICES, IT WILL CONDUCT
‘Examzuarxou OF OUR INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION OF KING AND ANY
" SECURITY. FILES RELATING TO BASIS FOR THE INVE VESTIGATION., ALL
PERSONNEL ON THE TASK FORCE ARE AUTHORIZED TOTAL ACCESS TO
PERTINENT FILES AT FBIHQ AND IN THE FIELD. THIS WILL INCLUDE
COVER PAGES OF COMMUNICATIONS CONTAINING IDENTITIES OF SOME
FB1 SOURCES, INFORMANTS WHO WERE NOT AFFORDED SYMOBL NUMBERS
AT THAT TIME AND INDIVIDUALS WHO EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED CONFIDEN-
TIALITY. INFORMANT FILES ARE 0T T0 BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE
TASK FORCE WITHOUT PRIOR FBIHQ AUTHORITY. l ‘

THE OPR REVIEW BEGAN AT FBIHQ ON MAY 1o, 1976, WITH REVIEW.

OF ASSASSINATION FILES OF FBINQ AND WASHINGTOH FIELD OFFICE,

THE TASK FORCE NOW DESIRES 10 REVIEW kIHG'ASSASSIHATION
;4FILES In THE MEMPRIS AND MILWAUXEE OFFICgS BEGINNING JURE 14,
1976, THE FOLLOWING TASK FORCE PERSONNEL ARE SCHEDULED 10
ARRIVE IN ﬂEMRHIS ON JUNE 14, 19762

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THREE ) .

FRED G, FOLSOM, TASK FORCE LEADER; JAMES WALKER; WILLIAM
WHITE; JOSEPH aégss_auo POSSIBLY MS. HOPE BYRNE. ESTIMATED TIME
T0 COHPLETE REVIEW IN MEMPHIS IS TYO WEEKS. FOLSOM HAS INDI--
CATED THAT THE ONLY FILES HE ANTICIPATES REVIEWING IN MEMPHIS
IS THE KING ASSASSINATION FILE (MEMPHIS 44-1987) AND POSSIBLY
FILE CAPTIONED "SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, MEWPHIS, TENNESSEE;
RACIAL MATIER™ (MEMPHIS FILE 157-1092), Q

THE SIXTH MEMBER OF THE TASK FORCE, JAMES KIECKHEFER, 1S

SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE IN MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN, JUNE 14, 1976, iQ;

REVIEY ALL VOLUMES OF WMILWAUKEE ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION
(44-388)s SUBSEQUENTLY HE VILL JOIN-THE REST OF HIS GROUP I¥,
MEMPHIS. FOLSOM GAVE NO REASON FOR REVIEWING MILWAUKEE FILES
OTHER THAN THE FACT KIECKHEFER IS 10 BE IN MILWAUKEE ANYVAY AND
WHILE THERE COULD CONDUCT REVIEW, |

SAC, WEMPHIS AND WILWAUKEE ASSIGN COORDINATOR 70 HANDLE
LIAISON WITH TASK FORCE PERSONNEL AND PROVIDE OFFICE SPACE IN
‘uﬂicﬁ TO CONDUCT REVIEW. CONFIRM ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE OF
TASK FORCE PERSONNEL AND KEEP FBINQ ADVISED OF SIGHIFICANT
DEVELOPMENTS.
END

ME FB1 OK XJ¥
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NR228 WA CODE .

1:41PM URGENT.06/11/76 GEG

T0 MEMPHIS

" MILWAUKEE o e

FROM DIRECTOR (100-126678) o '

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.s'%‘*'\CVg I |
’ ]

FOR ‘INFORMATION OF RECIPIENTS, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

HAS ORDERED A REVIEW 6§/R

LUTHER KING. ASSIGNED TO CONDUCT THIS REVIEW IS A TASK FORCE

WORKING UNDER DIRECTION OF THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPON-

THE FBI'S INVESTIGATION OF MARTIN . -~

SIBILITY (OPR) OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, THE ATTORNEY
GENERAL ka§ INDICATED THE REVIEW IS TO RESOLVE THE FOLLOWING
FOUR QUESTIONS. .
(1.) YAS THE FBI INVESTIGATION OF KING'S ASSASSINATION

THOROUGH AND HONEST?
(24> IS THERE ANY EVIDENCE THE FBI WAS INWOLVED IN THE
ASSASSINATION? |
‘ (3.) IS THERE ANY NEW EVIDENCE WHICH HAS COME TO THE
ATTENTION OF THE DEPARTMENT CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION?

(4.) DOES THE RELATIONSHI?'BETEEEN THE BUREAU AND KING

JUN 11 1975

Bl MIMPHIS
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PAGE TWO
CALL FOR CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS, DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS ORf
OTHER APPROPRIATE ACTION?
THIS REVIEW IS A CONTINUATION OF A "PARTIAL REVIEW”
~RECENTLY CONDUCTED BY THE CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION OF THE
* DEPARTMENT UNDER DIRECTION OF ASSISfANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
Jo STANLEY POTTINGER. AFTER THE TASK FORCE COMPLETES STUDY OF -
ASSASSINATION FILES IN SELECTED FIELD OFFICES, IT WILL CONDUCT
« EXAMINATION OF OUR INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION OF KING AND ANY
SECURITY FILES RELATING TO BASIS FOR THE INVESTIGATION. ALL
PERSONNEL ON THE TASK FORCE AhE AUTHORIZED TOTAL ACCESS T0
PERTINENT FILES AT FBIHQ AND IN THE FIELD. THIS WILL INCLUDE
COVER PAGES OF COMMUNICATIONS CONTAINING IDENTITIES OF SOME
FBI SOURCES, INFORMANTS WHO WERE NOT AFFdRDED SYMOBL NUMBERS
AT THAT TIME AND INDIVIDUALS WHO EXPR?SSED OR IMPLIED CONFIDEN-
TIALITY. INFORMANT FILES ARE NOT T0 BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE
TASK FORCE WITHOUT PRIOR FBikQ AUTHORITY.
‘THE OPR REVIEW BEGAN AT FBIHQ ON MAY 18, 1976, WITH ﬁEVIEw
OF ASSASSINATION FILES OF FBIAQ AND WASHINGTON FIEPD OFFICE,.
THE TASK FORCE NOW DESIRES TO REVIEW KING ASSASSINATIO&
‘ FILES IN THE MEMPHIS AND MILWAUKEE OFFICES BEGINNING JUNE 14,
1976; THE-£0LLOHING TASK FORCE PERSONNEL ARE SCHEDULED TO ‘
ARRIVE IN MEMPHIS ON JUNE 14, 1976:
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PAGE THREE
FRED G. FOLSOM, TASK FORCE LEADER; JAWES WALKER; WILLIAM
WHITE; JOSEPH GROSS AND POSSIBLY NS. HOPE BYRNE. ESTIMATED TIME
| 0 COMPLETE REVIEW IN MEMPHIS IS TWO WEEKS. FOLSOM HAS INDI-
,careg THAT THE ONLY FILES HE ANTICIPATES REVIEWING IN MEMPHIS
IS THE KING ASSASSINATION FILE (MENPHIS 44-1987) AND POSSIBLY
FILE CAPTIONED "SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE;
RACIAL MATTER"™ (MEMPHIS FILE 157-1092).

THE SIXTH WEMBER OF THE TASK FORCE, qaﬁss KIECKHEFER, IS
SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE IN MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN, JUNE 14, 1976, TO
REVIEW ALL WLUMES OF MILWAUKEE ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION
(44-388), SUBSE@UENTL*,HE WILL JOIN THE REST OF HIS GROUP IN
MEMPHIS. FOLSOM GAVE NO REASON FOR REVIEWING MILWAUKEE FILES
OTHER THAN.THE FACT KIECKHEFER IS TO BE IN MILWAUKEE ANYWAY AND
WHILE THERE COULD CONDUCT REVIEW.,

SAC, MEMPHIS AND MILWAUKEE ASSIGN COORDINATOR TO HANDLE
LIAISON VITH TASK FORCE PERSONNEL AND PROVIDE OFFICE SPACE IN
WHICH TO CONDUCT Rsvxsw. 'CONFIRM ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE OF'
TASK FORCE PsésonggL AND KEEP FBIHQ ADVISED OF smxm‘xc:\;a:r-r~ -
DEVELOPMENTS. ' ’ |
END

¢

ME FBI OK KJW
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Date: 6/14/76

(Type. in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE ‘ NITEL
i (Precedente) )

TO DIRECTOR

FROM MEMPHIS (66-2189)c’

ATTN: DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR J. O. INGRAM

REVIEW OF FBI INVESTIGATION bF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING MURDER.

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO MEMPHIS AND MILWAUKEE JUNE 11,
1976.

BUREAU NOTE MEMPHIS HAS OPENED SEPARATE FILE FOR
ADMINISTRATIVE HANDLING OF THIS MATTER.

DJ TASK FORCE ARRIVED MEMPHIS EARLY AFTERNOON JUNE 14,
1976. TASK FORCE CONSISTS OF MICHAEL SHAHEEN, FRED G. FOLSOM,
JOSEPH F. GROSS, JR., WILLIAM D. WHITE, AND JAMES F. WALKER.
SHAHEEN WILL RETURN WDC JUNE 15, 1976, AND JAMES KIECKHEFER WILL
ARRIVE MEMPHIS FROM MILWAUKEE NIGHT OF JUNE 14, 1976.

' SHAHEEN HAS SPOKEN WITH NEWSPAPER REPORTERS AT MEMPHIS AND
HAS DISCLOSED HIS REASON FOR BEING HERE. HE INDICATED THEY WILL
WORK SEVEN DAYS A WEEK FOR BETWEEN TWO AND THREE WEEKS. HE ALSO

INDICATED THEY WILL WORK DURING PERIODS OTHER THAN NORMAL BUSINE
HOURS .
SEARCHED
E .‘r LZ -*
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PAGE TWO ME 66-2189

SHAHEEN INDICATED THAT ON THIS VISIT THEY WILL CONFINE
THEMSELVES TO A REVIEW OF MURKIN FILE, BUT ON SUBSEQUENT VISITS
MAY : INTERVIEW APPROPRIATE WITNESSES AS WELL AS CURRENT AND
FORMER FBI EMPLOYEES. ON THE PREMISE THAT ALL FBI OFFICES
HAVE SOME. INFORMATION PERTAINING TO MURKIN, TASK FORCE MAY
EVENTUALLY VISIT ALL FBI FIELD OFFICES TO REVIEW MURKIN FILES.
END.

2

oy

Approved: N Sent ... , M Per
Special Agent in Charge

GPG: 1975 O = 590-992
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3:45PN URGENT JUNE 14, 1976 PHC
T0: DIRECTOR (120-186678) /
MENPHIS L4=1SBT) @ dmie. ;Ll(
FROM: MILWAUKEE (44-388)
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

RE BUTEL JUNE 11, 1976,

JAMES KIECKHEFER, MEMBER OF DEPT. OF JUSTICE TASK FORCE,
ARRIVED MILWAUKEE OFFICE FBI 8:15 AM, JUNE 14, 1976, AND
INITIATED A REVIEW OF WILWAUKEE FILE 44-388. HE COMPLETED
THE AUDIT AT 2:58 PM AND IS SCHEDULED TO DEPART FOR MEMPHIS
7 P4 TODAY. | ] -

'HE ADVISED THERE WERE NO SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS.
ADMINISTRATIVE

FOR INFO OF BUREAU, KIECKHEFER IS A FORWER RESIDENT OF
MILWAUKEE AND HAS IMMEDIATE RELATIVES CURRENTLY RESIDING IN
THE METROPOLITAN WILWAUKEE AREA.

END

FBI ME CLR BES bl -2/87-&

SEARCHED TNDEXED
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(Mount Clipping In Space Below)

MemphisFiles |
On King Death
Under der Inquiry

vae Justice Department attorneys yes
terday reopened the FBI's Martin Luther
King Jr. fiies here, entering the Memphis
phase of their renewed inquiry into King’s

1968 murder.

Michael Shaheen, 35, a former Como,
Miss., mayor now in the Justice Depart-
ment’s internal mspwtxon division in’
Washington, said the inquiry will be “ex-
haustive,” covering circumstances of the
murder itself, various murder conspiracy
theories and the FBI's harassment of King
and later investigation of his death.

Shaheen said he and 2 team of 10 attor-
neys began the inquiry in Washington
about seven weeks ago at the request of a
Senate committee headed by Sen. Frank
Church (D-1daho). “We plan to spend
several months looking at the case from
every angle and in light of what appears
to be the bureau’s (FBI's) 15- or 16-year
harassment of ng. as disclosed by the
Church committeed

In charge of the Justice Depanment‘
Office of Professional Responsibility, Sha-
heen said he and his team, on aa unlimited
budget, will spend about 212 to 3 weeks in
Memphis and, eventually, peruse every
King file in all 59 FBI field offices in the
country,

“It’s too early to have turned up any-
thing yet . . » and we haven't noticed any-
thing surprising so far.” The bulk of the
inquiry likely will be centered in Mem-
phis, but “we’re playing it by ear,” ke .
said,

“Anything anybody could possibly think
of in connection with the Martin Luther
‘King case or James Eazl Ray will be done
before we're finished.” .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE 1

COMMERCIAL APPEA

MEMPHIS, TEXNN

‘Date: JUNE 15, 1976

Edition:
Author:

Edato: MYCHAEL GREIL
Tltle:MURKIN

Character:

orME44-1987SUB~-¢

Classification:

Submitting Offfce: }IEMPHIS
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Dete:  6/18/76 !
Transmit the following i , . PRAINPEXP- o2l . |
(Type in plaintext or code) ;
{
Via TELETYPE NITEL 1
(Precedence) 1
L e e e i e meR e v wee A e e e W G Ree e e e i T ﬁh‘*"”'mﬁ“—ﬁwh*w'h'”'ﬁ!ﬁf_-‘.ﬂh‘—L“T‘fﬁ"'-d--l
TO: DIRECTOR

FROM: MEMPHIS (66-2189)(P)
ATTENTION: INTELLIGENCE DIVISION

REVIEW OF FBI INVESTIGA?ION OF DOCTOR MARTIN LUTHER KING.

" DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TASK FORCE HAS REQUESTED TO INTER-

VIEW SA JOE C. HESTER OF THE MEMPHIS OFFICE REGARDING THE
MURKIN INVESTIGATION. SA HESTER WAS THE CASE AGENT DURING
THIS INVESTIGATION AND THIS INTERVIEW TO 'BE CONDUCTED AS
PART OF THE TASK FORCE INQUIRY INTO MURKIN.

SA HESTER IS AGREEABLE TO SUBMITTING TO SUCH AN INTERVIEW

AND SUCH INTERVIEW WILL BE HAD ON JUNE 23, 1976, UACB.

END.
L6 218 1
JCH:mab “SARCHED
1 @ SERIALIZED
'NDEXED
! !LED{//’)J)

GPO 1 1975 O » 590-992

., 2 I _(SLR) st vee o)
7" NsSpecial Agent in Charge ) v
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Date: 6/22/76 ! D

| C9
Transmit the following in . CODED__ :

1

]

!

|

I

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE. . _ NITEL

(Precedence)

i o o o B P i o ok A6 P i e s 8w et e e 0 S e ,79_;....,_3..,._1.»..-1..,.....‘._.._,.-..e.f_,..;
TO: DIRECTOR (9&)%/ Mg |
FROM:  MEMPHIS (66-2189) (P) : '
ATTENTION: INTELLIGENCE DIVISION
REVIEW OF FBI INVESTIGATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TASK FORCE HAS THIS DATE
CONCLUDED ITS REVIEW OF MURKIN FILES (44-1987) AND HAS
CONCLUDED A REVIEW OF MEMPHIS FILE 157-1092, PERTAINING
TO THE SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE AT MEMPHIS, TENN.,
WHICH OCCURRED JUST PRIOR TO KING'S MURDER.
TASK FORCE HAS NOW REQUESTED FILES ON THE INVADERS
(157-1067) AND ON MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR. (100-4105).
UACB, THESE FILES ARE BEING TURNED OVER TO THE TASK
FORCE FOR REVIEW.
MEMPHIS HAS ALSO MADE XEROX COPIES OF ALL PRESS
CLIPPINGS MAINTAINED IN THE MURKIN CASE AND WILL TURN
THESE OVER TO THE TASK FORCE WHO ARE EXPECTED TO DEPART G

46 -2/

MEMPHIS ON OR ABOUT THURSDAY NEXT.

END. SEARCHED
SERIALIZED
JCH:ple NDEXED
(1) ~ILED L
Approved: —~ Sent (Cl 9*}}70 %QL M  Per W

ge i

AN GPO ; 1975 O - 590-992
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FBI

Transmit the following in. - PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintéxt or ¢code)

Vig me A RLETYPE | NITEL

|
1
|
i
!
I
Dete:  6/24/76 : S,
|
i
|
{Precedence) :
I

TO DIRECTOR
FROM MEMPHIS (66-2189)
ATTENTION: INTELLIGENCE DIVISION
REVIEW OF FBI INVESTIGATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TASK FORCE DEPARTEDMMEMPHIS
AFTERNOON OF JUNE 24, 1976, TO RETURN TO WASHINGTON. AN
ATTEMPT WAS MADE BY THEM TO REVIEW THE EVIDENCE IN THE
MURKIN CASE; HOWEVER, THE JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT WAS
OUT OF TOWN AND UNAVAILABLE TO GIVE PERMISSION FOR SUCH A
REVIEW.

TASK FORCE MEMBERS INDICATE THAT ONE OR MORE OF THEM
WILL BE RETURNING TO MEMPHIS SHORTLY AFTER JULY 5, 1976, AND
THEY HAVE INDICATED THEY WILL MAKE AN ATTEMPT TO INTERVIEW
JAMES EARL RAY.

END.
46-2181
' /9{ SEARCHED_______
j Pf 5 SERIALIZED__________
JCH/nkt 'NDEXED

‘ 1eplfr

. N - ,'.B [ =2
/
%,g %IA/ ﬁ I Qs
Approved: \| — Sent .. M Per: .
S en arge ’

GPO ! 1975 O ~ 590-992
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WREO77 wA CODE o | ~
S:04PH URGENT 6/38/76 SLR
T0 KANSAS CITY

LOS ANGELES

NENPHIS : ‘ -

SAN FRANCISCO
FROM DIRECTOR {1208-10667%)
MARTIN LuTHER KING, JR. °l f?g

,FOR INFORMATION OF wasAs CITY, LOS ANGELES AHD

SAN FRANCISCO, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS ORDERED A REVIEW OF

CTHE FBI S INVESTIGATION OF MARTIW.LUTHER KING. ASSIGNED TO

\OWDUCT THIS REVIEy IS A TASKX FORCE WORKING UNDER DIRECTION OF

'THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY (OPR) OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. THE ATTORNEY GENERFL HAS INDICATED THE
REVIE& IS TO RESOLVE THE FOLLOWING FOUR QUESTIONS.

(1> yAS THE FBI INVESTIGATION OF KING*S ASSASSINATION
THOROUGH AND HONEST? ~

‘(2.) IS THERE ANY EVIDENCE THE FBI UAS INVOLVED IN THE
ASSASSINATION?

(3.9 IS THERE ANY NEy EVIDENCE UJICH HAS COME TO THE
AfIENTION OF THE DEPARTMENT CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION?

44—0?/87-—

searcieo_ ivoexen
&/ SERIALIZED e [ p U
Moo ow o =y
o M\/ - UG 0 1g7
AN B WS

P opdge
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_ PAGE TWO

(4.) DOESIIHE RELAT IONSHIP BETWEEN THE BUREAU AND KING
CALL FOR CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS, DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS OR
OTHER APPROPRIATE ACTION? ’

THIS REVIEy IS A CONTINUATION OF A “PARTIAL REVIEY"

. RECENTILY CONDUCTED BY‘THE CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION OF THE

DEPARTHENT yUDER DIRECTION OF ASSISTANT ATTORHEY GENERAL
J. STANLEY POTTINGER. AFTER THE TASk FORCE COMPLETES STUDY OF
ASSASSINATION FILES IN SELECTED FIELD OFFICES, IT WILL CONDUCT
EXAMINATION OF OUR INTELLIGNECE INVESTIGATION OF KING AND ANY
SECURITY FILES RELATING TO BASIS FOR THE INVESTIGATION.. ALL
PERSONNEL ON THE TASK FORCE ARE AUTHORIZED TOTAL ACCESS 10
PERTINENT FILES AT FBIHQ AND IN THE FIELD. THIS WILL INCLUDE
COVER PAGES OF COMMUNICATIONS CONTAINMING IDENTITIES OF SOME’
FBI SOURCES, INFORMANTS WHO WERE NHOI AFFORDED SY!BOL NUMBERS
AT THAT TIME AND INDiVIDuAIs WHO EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED CONFIDEN-
TIALITY. INFORMANT FILES ARE NOT TO BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE
TASK FORCE WITHOUT PRIOR FBIHQ AUTHORITY.

THE OPR REVIEW BEGAN AT FBIHQ ON MAY 18, 1976, WITH REVIEY

'OF ASSASSINATION FILES OF FBIHQ AND WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE.

DURING THE'PERIOD JUNE 14-24, 1976, THE TASK FORCE REVIEVED

KING ASSASSINATION AND SECURITY FILES IN THE MILWAUKEE AND

MEMPHIS OFFICES. | ’

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THREE

" TO CONTINUE ITS REVIEy MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE

. IDENTIFIED AS JANES KIECKHEFER, yILLIAM YHITE AND JOSEPH

GROSS TENTATIVELY PLAN THE FOLLOYING TRAVEL: DEPART

wASHINGTON, D. C., JuLY 6, 1976, FOR XaNSAS CITY, REMAINING

THERE JULY 7-8, 19763 DEPART kAlSAS CITY JULY 8, 1976, _

TO ARRIVE AT SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE ON THE MORNING OF JULY 9, .

19763 PROBABLY DEPART SAN FRANCISCO JULY ‘11, 1976, TO ARRIVE AT

LOS ANGELES OFFICE 0N THE MORNING OF JULY 12, 19761 FOR Al

APPROXINATE FIVE DAY PERIOD BEFORE RETURNING TO UASHINGTOHN, D. C.
TASK FORCE HAS INDICATED THAT TRAVEL TO KANSAS CITY IS -

*BASED ON LOCATION OF PRISON FROM WHICH JANMES EARL RAY ESCAPED.

IN ADDITION TO KING RELATED FILES TASK FORCE DESIRES TO REVIEW
KANSAS CITY 157-472, WHICH INVOLVES All ALLEGATION THAT A KL AN
ORGANIZATION OFFERED TO XILL KING.

TRAVEL TO SAN FRANCISCO AND LOS ANGELES IS BASED O
AMOUNT OF TINME KING IS KNOYN TO HAVE SPENT ON THE WEST COAST,
ACCORDING TO TASK FORCE PERSONNEL. IN ADDITION TO KING RELATED
FILES, TASk FORCE DESIRES TO REVIEY LOS ANGELES }57-869, REGARDING
A PLOT TO ASSASSINATE XING AND LOS ANGELES 157-651, WHICH CONCERNS
A KLAN THREAT ON THE LIFE OF KING. ALSO OF INTEREST 1S
LOS ANGELES FILE 186-24345, SECTION C, CAPTIONED “COMMUNIST
PARTY, USA - NEGRO QUESTION,” CONCERNING ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE

t
{

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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' OF KINg. 1IN SAN FRANCISCO, OF PARTICULAR INTZREST IS 188-51914,
'CAPTIONED "COMMUNIST PARTY, USA - UEGRO QUESTION,™ WHICH PERTAINS
210 THE ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE OF XING IN HAVALL AND SACRAKZNTO.
SACS, KANSAS CITY, SAN FRANCISCO AND LOS ANGELES ASSIGH
COORDINATOR TO HANDLE LIAISON wITH TASK FORCE\PER$ONNEL AND
PROVIDE OFFICE SPACE IN yHICH TO COMDYCT REVIEW. CONFIRM ”
ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE OF T{SK FORCE PERSONNEL aAND KEEP FBIHQ .
ADVISED OF SIGNIFICA@T DEVELOPHENTS. ‘ ,
FOR INFORMATION OF MEMPHIS, TASK FORCE LEADER FRED G. | .
FOLSOM AND JAMES UALKER PLAN TO RETURN TQ MEMPHIS ON JULY 6, 1976.
THEIR PLANSWARE TO REVIEW EVIDENCE IN THE gésgssxuarlou CASE AND
POSSIBLY CONDUCT INTERVIEWS WHICKH MAY INCLUDE BOB JENSEN, FORNER
SAC OF THE MEMPHIS OFFICE, TWO FORMER ASSISTANT UNITED STATES
ATTORNEYS AND JAVES EARL RAY. THERE IS NO INDICATION AT THIS
TINE FBI EMPLOYEES ARE TO BE INTERVIEWED. MEMPHIS CONFIRI)
ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE OF TASK FORCE PERSOMNEL AND KEEP FBIHQ
"ADVISED OF ALL SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS.

END

FB1 ME JSD  CLR
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T0:  DIRECIOR (100-126678)
LOS ANGELES
MEMPHIS
" SAN FRANCISCO
FROM: KANSAS CITY (18@-12138) RUC
ATTN : INTD G- 19N , ’ f"‘é’)’ . .
MARTIN LUTHER KING , JR. |
' REBUTEL TO KANSAS CITY, ET AL, & 32/ 76.
THREE MEMBERS OF DOJ TASK FORCE OPR) REVIEWED KANSAS
CITY FILES ON 7/7-8/76 CONCERNING, IWESTIGATIONS OF MARTIN
LUTHER KING. |
THEY TOOK XEROX COPIZS 07 NEWSPAPER CLIPPIGS FROM
MURKIN FILE AND, INFORMATION RE .INTERVIEW DR. MARK D. FREEMAN,
LOS AYGELES PSYCHOLOGIST, AS SET FORTH IN LOS ANGELES TELE-
TYPE TO BUREAU, ET AL "4/20¢/ 68§, BUFILE 44-38861.
MEMBERS DEPART ING KANSAS CITY TODAY BY AIR 4 P.M. FOR
SAN FRANCISCO, WHERE THZY HAVE RESERVATIONS AT HOLIDAY INN
CONVENTION CENTER. NO OTHER SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS CAME T0

ATTENTION KANSAS CITY OFFICE. éé _ 0’2/}?

END. SEARCHEDYZ_ INDEXED,

FILED ¢
JSD FBI MEMPHIS  CLR SERIALIZED T
JULS 1978

FB1 - MEMPHIS
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Assassination Probe

Investigators for the U.S. Department

- of Justice in Washington, who have begun
-" a nationwide probe of the FBI’s files in

~ * connection with a new investigation into

the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther
- King, will be in Memphis next week to
conduct interviews with those involved in
. the case. Mike Shaheen of the Justice De-
partment’s division of professional re-
sponsibility, said two investigators will be
in Memphis beginning Tuesday to begin
the interview segment of the probe. Sha-
heen said arrangements have been made
“ for the attorneys to examine all King case’
. ‘exhibits, now in the possession of the
" Shelby County Criminal Court Clerk’s
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© WASHINGEN'. -- (AP) ~= A Justice
Department WK F0rce has found no evi-
dence that the FBI was implicated in the
murder of Dr, Martin Lutker King Jr. and
has concluded that the FBI investization
of the assassination was thorough @
honest

The task force mermbers 2lso said they
“found no evidence of any complicity” in
the assassination by the FBI or the Mem-
phis Police Department,

The task force today released a 149-
page report of its findings after reviewing
nore than 200,000 FBI docursents and
interviewing about 40 witnesses.

Former Atty. Gen. Edward H. Levi had
Taunched the probe to clear up questions
about the FBI farassment of the civil
rights leader and the lavestigation of his
death. L —

The task force s2id the evidence virtu-
201y rules out the possibility of a conspira
¢y to kill King, who was shot on the Lor-
;;g balcony in Memphis on April 4,

The evzdence indicates that James Ear)
Ray, who was arrested and pleaded guilty
to ge ctime, acted 2lone, the task foroe
sai

“The sum of all of lhe evidence of Ray’s ‘

guilt poiats to him sp exclusively that it ¢

.most effectively roakes the peint that no

one else was involved,” the report said,

“Of course, someone could conceivably
bave provided bim with Tegistics or even
_paid him to commit the crime. However,
‘we have found, po competeat evidme
vpon which to base such a theory.”

Tre task force said the FBI conscien-
tiously checked out leads suggesting a

conspiracy dut “the results were
A .

negative.”
The task force “has conciuded that the
jcvestigation by the FBI to ascertzin and

~ capture U the murderer of Dr. mmn Lu~

T ther ng Jr., was morwghly. honestly i
and successfully conducted,” the report
s¢id. “We found no new evidence which
s for action by state or federal
au:bo:itie’s."
- However, the FBI f{ailed to check some .
" Jeads which might have erased some still .
Jlingering mysteries about the case, the re-

said. “
Po‘gns included Tadiations that one or
both of Ray’s brothers helped him escape
in 1967 fren the Missouri State Prison,
The FBI leamed about that possibility
a:‘ter Ray was captured in Engiand on
nc S, 1963 but failed to check it out .

B i e

because it was ‘apparently coasidered
unimportant then, the task force said,

The report said it was understandable
that the FBI ctncentrated on learning the
xiller's identity and carching him and by
passed some teads about his astivities
prior to the 2ssassination.

As for the FBI's efforts to harass King
ard discredit him as a ¢ivil rights leader,
the task force called the campaign clearly
irproper bt recomimended against proge-
cution of anyone iavoived.

The late FBLRudicestor J. Edgar Hoo\er
instigated the Larassoent of King and be
and sore of his 1op feutenants are dead

and other top axdes :mo&ved are reured
from the bureay, the report nd

Ray’s former 2ttorney today called 2n
FBI investigation indicating James Earl
Ray acted 2lene in assassinating Martin
Luther King Jr, “a whitewash” and “a
cowr-up

“From the momert the shot was fired
there’s been a cover-up,” said Robert Liv-
ingston, Ray's former attorney. “It’s a
whitewash, § don’t realiy feel the truth is
ever going to be known if we depend upon
the FBI or the Department of Ju.moe to
bring us the truth.” Sl

Tum o Page 11 ~ FBI

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

=3
X



N g

1 é

?FBL-ere in King’s Death

A spokesworzan for the Tennessee Cor-
rections Department said Ray, now serv-
ing a 99-year prison sentence, had*no im-
mediate comment on the report and would
pot talk with reporters.

Rebecea Cottrill said Ray’s written per-
mission was required before anyone could
speak with the prisoner, whom she visited
at Brushy Mountain State Prison rear
Petros Thursday.

“He is extremely uncommunicative,™
Mrs. Cottrill said. “When I saw kim, he
Wwas pressing shirts in the prison laundry.
lp:;ggd right beside him and he didn?t
S ”

. The report developed by the Justice De-
partment’s “Moertin Luther King Task

Force™ found that during Ray’s imprison-

ment 2t the Missouri prison he told in-
mates he “hated Negroes.” It said he
vowed on several occasions to kill King

)

“Since that investigetion started, | felt
they would approve everything the FBI
has said and done in connection with the
Dr. Xing murder, I knew they would find
1o fault whatever with the Dr, King mur.
der. 1 knew they would find no fault
whatever with (late FBI director) Mr,
Joba Edgar Hoover. I knew they would
find no fault with anyone remciely con-
nected to it, '

“The only thing I'm surprised at is that
they hawent recommended Hoover for
sainthood.”

The Memphis attorney claimed there
bas been an effort to scuttle the FBI
investigation since it started.

“The forces behind the assassinations
are working full time to see that nobody
anywhere investigates these assassina. '
tions,” he said. “There are forces at work
trying to destroy the select committee of
Congress to investigate the assassinations.

“if the price was right.” “There are people ia this world who
Livingstenr$aid he never has placed any doa'g want any of these investigatichs
faith in the FBI investigation, ) , continued.”
- HARA Y ysa, s . _~4’= o s~ : —
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aquiry Finds-
o Conspiracy
_In King Death

By MORRIS CUNNINGHAM
From Tre Comvnercial Appes!
Washington Syreav
WASHINGTON — Jamses Earl Ray kill-
¢d Dr. Martin Luther Xing Jr, and the
evidence indicates he acted alone, 2 Jus-

.tice Department task force concluded

Friday after an exhaustive, eight-month
inquiry.

A 201-page report found the Federal Bu-
rezu of Investigation “thoroughly” and
“Loaestly” investigated King's April 4,
1963, murder in Memphis, and was not
itself implicated i1 the crime.

“We found no evidence of any compiiti-
ty oa the part of the Merzphis Police De-
parteest or of the FBI,” the report said.

Ruliag out a conspiracy, the report said
“the sum of all of the eviderce of Ray's
guilt peints to him so exclusively that it
raost effectively raakes the poict that no
oze else was involved.

“Of course,” the repert added, “some-
one could conceivadly have provided him
(Ray) with logistics, or evea paid him to
commit the crime. However, we have
found no competent evidence upon which
to base such & theory,

“. .. we found that conspiracy leads
.« » had been conssiéntiously rua down
by the FBI even though they bad no possi-

le relation to Ray's stories or 2o the
known facts,” the report asserted. “The
results were negative.”

The study was ordered 13st year by thea
Atty. Gen. Edward H. Levi after reports
surfaced of the FBI's persistent surveil-
lance and harassment of King inthe years
preceding his murcer,

It was directed by Michael E. Sheheen
Je., 35, who grew up {n Como, Miss., and
once was 2 faw clerk for U.S. Dist. Judge
Robert M. McRae Jr, in Memphis.

The task force’s report which came
after ¢hecks into 200,000 documents and
interviews of 40 witnesses, was $o sweep-
ing that it further uadernmined 2 faltering
Rouse et to mvestigate King's death
aloag with the assassinadon of Preswient
Kennedy, Snelifen; Yelehed by The Com-
mercial Appeal, declined o comment 03
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‘ The report named the late FBI Director
J. Edgar Hoover as the force behind the
FBI's years-long “illicit surveillance” of
King that it said inciuded “a series of ille-
gal surrcptiticu; entries.”

In several instances the report omitted
names and other details, such as when it
referred to “advisers” to King with
Communist connections and FBI bugging
King’s hotel rooms.

Asked about these instances, Shaheen

said the reason was to “protect the rights
of privacy.”

“The flames of Director Hoover’s an-
tipathy for Dr. King were fanned into
open hostility in late 1962 when Dr. King
criticized the bureau’s performance dur-
ing an investigation of a racial disturb-
ance in Albany, Ga.” the report said.

“The controversy was publicly rekin-
dled in early 1964 when the director testi-
fied before a House appropriations
subcommitee that he believed Communist
influence existed in the Negro movement.
King countered by accusing the director
of abetting racist right-wingers.”

The report said that in October, 1963,
Hoover received from then Atty. Gen.
Robert F. Kennedy authority “for techni-
cal surveillance of Dr. King’s residence
and the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference office in New York City . . .
and it was instituted almost immediately.”
Other surveillance followed.

However, despite past differences, the
FBI pitched in and carried out an honest
and thorough investigation of King’s mur-
der. It led to Ray’s apprehension, guilty
plea, and the 99-year-sentenc€ he now is
serving in Tennessee’s Brushy Mountain
Prison.

The report traced in detail the murder
in Memphis and the course of the investi-
gation that followed and culminated in the
arrest and trial.

While in general commending the FBI's
work in the case, the report at the same

- FES NP |

(Continued on Page 7)
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- As Ray’s Motive
In Assassination

(Cofticusd¥rom Page 1)
time was critical en some specific points. One was the
failure to learn more about Ray, his previous Life-style
and source of funds.

“In light of the fact that 2 good deal of mystery still
surrounds James Ray and the assassination, particularly
the means by which he financed his Life-style and travels,
we concluded that on the besis of the information which
was uncovered, the bureau should have pursued this line
of the investigation more thoroughly,” the report said.

It said the FBI leamed that Ray was zided by 2

family member during the manhunt, and also had had |,

contacts with two brothers and a sister while ia Missouri |
State Penitentiary prior to King’s rourder,

The report s2id it is possible that Ray received funds
from family members. However, it noted the FBI's opin-
ion that Ray financed himself with proceeds from a
seriesof robberies..

As 10 Ray’s raotive in shooting King, the report found
justification for a belief that Ray hated blacks.

The report dealt Ya—deétsi* with the recall, shortly

_before King was killed, of Memphis police Det, Edward

E. Redditt from & two-maa police detail that had King
under surveillance 2t the Lorraine Motel on April 4, 1968,
Redditt was recalled from the assignmeent, and placed
under guard himself, after police reported receiving a
threat against his life, Patrolman Willie B. Rickrond re-
maired on guard near the mote), heard the shot that
killed King, 2nd sounded 2n alarm. :

Tre task force found some instances where the FBI
failed to cooperate fully with the Justice Department and
U.S. Atty. Gen. Raresey Clark during the course of the
machunt 20d apprehension of Ray, but attached no sig-
nificarce to it,

It s2id the FBI prepared 2nd filed the <riminal com-
g!aint rather than leavieg it to the Justice Departrent to

0.

“The buresu selected Birmingham as the venue in
which to file the complaint in preference to Memphis
because the bureau “could not rely oa the U.S. attorney at
Memphis (the late Thomas L. Robinson), and ‘would lose
control of the situation’,” the report said.

At one point Clark complained to the FBI of being |
“kept in the dark,” whereupon the assistant to Hoover %o
whom he was talking “accused the attorney general of )
falsifications” and hung up, the report recounted.

The report’s major criticism of the FBI, bowever, '

electronic surveillance,

was restricted 10 the repeaed elec
King in the years preced-

including illegalibreak-ins, of
icg his murder,

| “We believe the persistert controversy between Dr.
King and Director Heaver:was a major factor ia the
bureau’s determination to discredit Dr. King ard uviti-

mately destroy his leadership role in the civil rights .

moveren?,” the report said.
However, the report said that in the Light of presi-
dential directives 2nd Hoover’s views, “it was under-
r standable that a security investigation should be initiated
ioto the possible influence 'of the Communist Party,
US.A, on Dr, Martin Lutker Kirg, Jr. Two of King's
¢close advisers, at the outset of the security maatter, were

reported to be Communist Party members by scurces,

relied upoa by the bureau,

“The security investigation continued for aimost six .

‘years uatil Dr. King’s death. It verified, in our view, that

one alleged Commuaist-wasa very iaflucatial sdviserto:

Dr. King («d hence the SCLC) on the strategy and tac-
tics of King's leadership of the bleck civil rights move-
mert of the early and mid-sixties. Arother had ro such
weight although be seemed to be of use to King.”

-

“King himself rnever varied publicly or privately

from his commitment to noaviolence and did not zdve-
cate the overthrow of the government of the United
States by violence or subversion,” the report said. “To
the contrary, he advocated 2a end to the discrimination
and disenfranchiseraent of minorjty groups whish the
coastitution 2nd the courts denounced in terrms as strong
&s his. We concluded that Dr. King was no threat to
domestic security.”

The task force recommended corrective measures to
prevent 2 repetition of the harassment of King but said
“because the five-year statute of limitations sas long
since run, we canzot recommend criminal prosecution of

any bureau personsel; posi-erspresent, respoasible for

§epossidble eriminal harassment of Dr. King.”
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To: SAC, Albany

/
/%ﬁpg{' Director, FBI
{BUREAUWIDE~INFORMATION PROGRAM, 77-5

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TASK FORC
ON FBI INVESTIGATIONS INVOLV
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, J

Attached is a copy of a three-page news release
which was made by Attorney General Griffin B. Bell on
2/18/77 pertaining to the report prepared by the Department
of Justice Task Force which conducted a review of our
security investigation, as well as our investigation
regarding the assassination, of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

There also is attached a copy of the Task Force's
report, together with its exhibits. Copies of this report,
including its exhibits, have been made available to news
media by the Department of Justice.

I have made the following statement in response
to inquiries regarding the Task Force's report which have
been received at FBIHQ:

"I noted with great satisfaction the conclusions
of the task force that the FBI's assassination probe
of the Martin Luther King slaying was ‘credible and
thorough'; that there was no evidence of a conspiracy; -
and that the report clearly indicates no complicity )

g:i ﬁffvm

on the part of the FBI in this assassination. U‘,Jt
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Airtel to SAC, Albany

RE: DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TASK FORCE REPORT .
ON FBI INVESTIGATIONS INVOLVING
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

"There are portions of the report which describe
objectionable actions on the part of the FBI.

"Guidelines, procedures and our determination
to be completely observant of civil rights and the
dignity of man will prevent a recurrence of these
activities."

If requested to comment regarding any of the
conclusions of the Task Force or concerning the contents
of its report, you should feel free to quote my above-cited
statement. However, you should not expand on my statement
or volunteer observations of your own.

In addition, you should not hesitate to refer news
media representatives who make inquiries about matters covered
in the Task Force report to the Press Services Unit (Ext. 3691)
of the External Affairs Division.

Should you receive inquiries regarding the
availability of copies of the Task Force report, you should
state that the report was released by the Department of
Justice and that the FBI has been advised that copies of
the report are being printed and will be available for
purchase through the Superintendent of Documents, U. S.
Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402.
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I. INTRODUCTION

A. The Mission Of The Task Force

1. The Problem

On Novenber 1, 1975, William C. Sullivan, former
Assistant Director, Domestic Intelligence Division,
Fedefal Bureau of Investigation, testified before the
Senate Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations
with Respect to Intelligence Activities. He related th.‘at:
from late 1963 and continuing wntil the assassination of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., King was the target of an
intensive campaign by the F.B.I. to neutralize him as an
effective civil rights leader. Sullivan stated that in
the war against King "No holds were barred." (Senate
Report No. 94-755, Final Report of the Select Committee
to Study Governmental Operations with Respect to
Intelligence Activitiés, Bock II, p. 11). This and other
testimony describing this F.B.I. cownterintelligence
campaign against King reached the public through the
news media. As a consequence there was a regeneration of
the widespread speculation on the possibility that the
Bureau may have had some responsibility in Dr. King's
death and may not have done an impartial and thorough
ir{vestigation of the assassination.
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2. The Attormey General's Dirsctive

On. Novenber 24, 1975, the Attormey General of the.
Uhited States directed the Civil i{ights Division of the |
Department of Justice to wndertzke ;'a. mvi& of the files
of the Department and its Federal Bureau of Investigation
to determine whether the investigation of the assassination.
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. should be recpened. More
particularly it was sought to be determined: (1) whether
any action takeﬁ in relation to Dr. King by the FBI befcre
the assassination had, or may have had, an effect, direct
or indirect, on that event, and (2) whether any action was
taken by the FBI which had, or may have had, any other
‘adverse effect on Dr. King. Recommendations for criminail,

disciplinary or other appropriate action were requested.

3. The Review w to Aoril 26, 1976

In the next four months, the Assistant Attormey
General in charge of the Civil Rights Division, his
principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General and the
Chief of the Criminal Sectior; of the Civil Rights
Divi#on, acting as a review staff, variously read porticns

of the FBI headquarters file c¢n a person
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who served as an adviser to Dr. King, portions of the FBI
headquarters security file on Dr. King himself, portions
of the FBI headquarters file on the assassination investi-
gation, some Department (as opposed to FBI) files relating
to Dr. King, and other Bureau documents including everything
on Martin Luther King, Jr., held in the late J. Edgar Hoover's
official, confidential and personal files.

‘By a memorandum to the Attormey General dated April
9, 1976, the Assistant Attorney General in charge of the
Civil Rights Division submitted a 51 page report of the
Chief of the Civil Rights Division's Criminal Section dated
March 31, 1976, embodying the results of the three-man study,
limited to the above listed files, and concentrating almost
exclusively on the pre-assassination surveillance of, and
counterintelligence activities against, Dr :King.

The Assistant Attorney General recocmmended the

" creation of a Departmental Task Force to couplete the

review he and his team had begun. He also recommended an
Advisory Commlittee of distinguished citizens to advise with
the task force. The further review proposed included inter-
rogation of material witnesses, reading all the pertinent

field office files and reviewing all of the headquarters
‘files relating to Dr. King and possibly to other civil rights

activists., A recommendation was made to review tapes secured

3
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by electronic suxrveillance with-a view to determining
which of such materials should be and could be. legally
destroyed. The Assistant Attomrmey General felt that
the FBI should assess the culpability of its agents
involved in the wrongdoing by the principals named in
the report. His memorandum to the Attorney General
concluded that probably criminal redress was time-
baxred, that civil remedies might be available to

the King family but might also be more embarrassing
than helpful, and hence that consideration be given
to a direct payment by the settlement process or by
a private bill to compensate the King survivors, or
with the swrvivors' concurrence, the King: Foundation;
if this last issue were left to the task force or an
Advisory Commission, it should consider the pros and
cons and recommend as it sees fit.

The Attorney General forwarded the Civil Rights
Division memoranda (and comments thereon fram the Deputy
Attormey General, the Solicitor General, and from staff
meabers and the Assistant Attomey General of the Criminal
Division) to the Counsel, Office of Professimal Respon-
sibility, The Attorney General charged the Office of
Professimal Responsibility with the work of completing
the review begun by the Civil Rights Division. His memo-

randum states:

-4- 1
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"My request for the review
involved four matters. First, whether
the FBI investigation of the Dr. Martin
Luther King's assassination was thorough
and honest; second, whether there was
any evidence that the FBI was involwved
in the assassination of Dr. King; third,
in light of the first two questions,
whether there is any new evidence which
has come to the attention of the Depart-
ment concerning the assassination of Dr.
King which should be dealt with by the
appropriate authorities; fourth, whether
the nature of the relationship between

* the Bureau and Dr. King calls for criminal

prosecution, disciplinary proceedings, or
other appropriate action.

As the fourth point, I again note
that from the partial review which has
been made, Mr. Pottinger concludes ‘'we
have found that the FBI undertook a system-
atic program of harassment of Martin Luther
King, by means both legal and illegal, in
order to discredit him and harm both him
and the movement he led.' Assuming that
the mjor statutory violations relevant
to this conduct would be 18 U.S.C. Sectim
241 and Section 242, Mr. Pottinger's memo-
randum concludes that any prosecution con-
templated under those acts would now be
barred by the five-year statute of limita-
tions with the possible exception which
would exist if there were proof of a con-
tinuing conspiracy.

As to the matter of new evidence
with respect to the assassination my wunder-
standing is that the Department has never
closed the Martin Luther King file and
that mumerous allegations of the possible
involvement of co-conspirators are promptly
investigated. The thrust of the review which
I requested, however, was to determine
whether a new lock at what was dome by the
Bureau in investigating the assassination
or in the relationship between the Bureau

-5-
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and Dr. King might give a different
emphasis or new clues in any way to
the question of involvement in that
crime. At this point in the review,
as I read the memoranda, nothing has
tumed wp relevant on this latter
point. -

The review is nct complete.
Mr. Pottinger and all those who have
comented upon his memorandum reconmend
that the review be coopleted. Mr.
Pottinger also has made other recommen-
dations upon which there is some differ-
ence of opinion. In my view, it is
essential that the review be ccapleted
as soon as possible and in as thorough
a marmer as is required to answer the
basic questions. In view of what has
already been dme, and the tentative
conclusions reached, special emphasis
should be given to the fourth question.
In conducting this review you should
call wpon the Departwent to fimmish
to you the staff you need.

My conclusin as to the review
conducted by the Civil Rights Division
is that it has now showmn that this
caaplete review is necessary, particu-
larly in view of the conclusion as to
the systematic program of harassment.
If your review tums up matters for
specific action, we should discuss the
best way to proceed on each such case."

B. 'I'he Task Force. And The Method Of Review

The Cousel of the Office of Professional Responsi-
bility selected three attorneys from the Civil Rights Division,
Joseph F. Gross, Jr., James R. Kieckhefer and William D. White,

one attormey from the Criminal Section of the Tax Division,
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James F. Walker, and a retired attormey Fred G. Folsom,
who is currently a consultant to the Tax Division with
37 years of experience 1n Civil Rights Division (which
included homoeide cases), Criminal Division and Tax
Division prosecutions. As the senior man the latter
was designated to head the task force. This committee
or task force began its work on May 4, 1976. 'The committee
was further staffed by the addition of two research analysts,
Ms. Hope Byrme and Mr. Geoffrey Covert, two secretaries,
Ms. Vercnica Keith and Mrs. Renee Holmes, and two clerk-
typists, Mrs. Leroylyne Mxray and Ms. Dana Boyd.

Consideratim of a tentative outline for an eventual
report based on the chronology of events in the relationship
between Dr. Martin Luther King and the ngei:al Bureau of
Investigation brought the task force wp against the fact
that the field of the history before the‘assassination had
just been plowed twice: once by the Civil Rights Division
memoranda of March 31, 1976, and April 9, 1976 and once
(among other kindred subjects) by the Senate Select Committee
to Study &ven@tal Operaticns with Reépect: to Intelligence
Activities (Senate Report, No. 94-155 94th Congress, 2d
Session, Books II and III).

By way of contrast, however, the matter of the assas-

sination of Dr. King and the ensuing investigation had been

af
e
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Judged by the Civil Rights Divisien's Assistant Attomey
General and his two assistants primarily on their famili-
arity with the Department file on the investigation as it
had progressed since 1968. The Civil Rights Division's
Martin Luther King, Jr. , review memoranda reflected that
a study had been made of only the first 10 sections of the
FBI headquarters file on the assassination investigation
and only a random in'spection was done of some of the remain-
ing 74 sections.. There was no factual discussion or analysis.
The conclusion was reached by the Civil Rights Division staff
that "the Bureau's investigation was comprehensive, thorough
and professional" QMmphy memorandum of March 31, 1976, p. 6).
It was determined therefore to begin the task force's study
with a complete review of the files on the FBI's investigation
of the assassination. It was the consensus of the review
team that by approaching the whole task by first examining
the character and coapleteness of the murder investigation
an answer coald be made to the Attorney General's question
as to the Bureau's performance in that regard and also an
answer could be indicated to his question going to the Bureau's
possible responsibility, if any, direct or indirect, for
Dr. King's death.

After the examination of the FBI's investigation of

the murder of Dr. King, the review team proceeded to go

-8-
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back and complete the inquixy into the Bureau's pre-
assassination relationship with Dr. King, WNecessarily
included aga;in in this second stage of our review was
the consideration of whether the FBI was in any way
implicated in the mmmder direct:ly or indirectly.

The task force made a particuler point of looking
at all the material in the FBI headquarters and fieid
office files on the Assassination Investigation, the so-
called "Murkin File" QAarkin being en acronym for Mmder
of King) 1/; the Martin Luther King Security File 2/; the
C&ninfil-scm File (Cominfil being an acronym for Commmist
infiltration; S.C.L.C., the initials for the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference) 3/; the fiie on Commumist Influence
in Racial Matters 4/ and the advisor to King File 5/.
The "Mukin" file was solely concerned with the mmrrder investi-

gation. The other four files provided a multi-focal view

1/ FBL KQ. 44-38861
2/ FBL KQ. 100-106670

3/ -FBI HQ. 100-438794

4/ FBI HQ. 100-442529 and the predecessor file
“entitled Comnist Parxty, U.S.A. Negro Question;
FBI HQ. 100-3-116

5/ FBI HQ. 100-392452

-9~
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of the Bureau's intelligence and countexintelligence
activities with respect to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
The scheme of citation hereinafter used will be to
minimize footnotes, place the source citation in the
body of the writing, and designate headquarters files
by "HQ" and number and serial and Field Office files
by city and muber and serial, e.g.: (Mexphis 44-1987-
153). Exceptions to this scheme will be explained when
made.

The more voluminous of the pertinent files in
addition to the FBI headquarters files and the Washington
Field Office files were located in Memphis, Atlenta,
Baltimore, Charlotte, Bixmingham, New Orleans, Los Angeles,
San Francisco, Kansas City, St. Louis, Omaha, Chicago,
Springfield (I1l.), Milwaukee and New York. These were
examined in place by visits by task force persormel. The

remaining files were xeroxed and forwarded for review in

Washington. Pertinent newspaper clipping files maintained . .

by the Department and by the Bureau and its field offices
were scarmed.

In terms of papers examined, more than 200,000
entries, many with maerous pages concerning both the
muder investigation and the security investigation were

covered. The five attorneys sitting together originally
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and later, as the work progressed, splitting up to

work singly or in teams together with the reseaxch
personnel, considered separate sections of each file
compiling notes, cammenting on, or reading aloud, or
noting for reac}ix}g by all of the camittee, !items of
significance. Notes were taken, when pertinent items
were encountered, on a serial~by-serial basis ("serials"
being each separate document entry of one or more pages
in the file). The resulting bocks of notes were then
reviewed and used in conjunction with the original-source
serials for the development of the statements of fact
herein. In addition witness interviews were reflected

in contemporaneous memoranda which aided in the development
of the facts recited.

Selected portions of the so-called Official and
Confidential files which had been kept in the office of
the late J. Edgar Hoover, same sensitive files in the
office of a Section Chief in the FBI Security Division,
and the files of former Assistant Director William
Sullivan were reviewéd. So also were the pertinent
files of the Attornmeys General. The task force attorneys

reviewed the transcripts of key intercepted telephone

and microphone overheard conversations of Dr. King

“and his associates. These were spot checked
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for accuracy against the tapes of t@ose surveillances.

A canvass of other investigative agencies was made to
determine whether their files reflected that intelligence

or counterintelligence requests had been made upon them

by the FBI in relation to Dr. King -This included the
Defense Department, the State Department, the U.S.
Infbrmatioﬁ Agency, the C.I.A., the Secret Service, the
Postal Inspection Service, the Internal Revenue Service's
Intelligence Division and the Treasury Department's Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. The material tummed wp
by ;hese agencies was exsmined, albeit little of consequence
was.discovered. Relevant portions of the investigation reports
of the Memphis Police Department on the King murder were
xeroxed and studied.

In addition to official files, the task force persomel
considered published material from the public sector dealing
with Dr. Martin Lutﬁér King, Jr_, and his assassination.
Included in this category were a viewing of the Colurbia
Broadcasting System 's program on the death of King in its series
"The Assassins,' a National Broadcasting Company ''‘Tomorrow'
program of April 4, 1974, and perusal of books and articles
on the Southern.Christiaﬁ Leadership Conference and the role
of the FBI in relation to the mumder of Dr. King (see
Bibliography, App. A, Ex. 6). This lead to some waluable

-12-
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evidentiaxy matexrial - principally the oral and written
statements of James Eaxl Ray - which was used to buttress
the reconstruction of the facts of the mmder and of the
FBI investigation.

Some 30 interviews were conducted, principally in
the assassination phase of the task force study. They were
helpful in supplementing the results of interviews done
during the mmder investigatio.

During the review of the Memphis Field Office files,
an cn-s?te inspection of the crime scene was conducted and

the exhibits in the office of the Clerk of the County Couxt

for Shelby Comty, Termessee, were examined.
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II. THE ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION

A. Events Swrrounding April 4, 1968

1. The Poor People's Campaign

To understand the movements of Dr. King during this
critical period, it is necessary to briefly discuss the
Poor People's Campaign (POCAM), originally called the
Washington Spring Project. in which he and the SCLC were involved.
POCAM was scheduled to begin the first week of April 1968,
and involved recruiting some 3,000 poor wmemployed blacks
from 16 localities in the United States for the purpose of
going to Washington, D.C., and petitioning the government to-
improve their economic status (HQ 157-8428-51).

The _pIan was to camp on the Washington Montment or
Lincoln Memorial grounds (HQ 157-8428-132). During the first
and second weeks, demands would be made of congressmen and
heads of departments, such as the Secretary of Labor. If the
demands were not met, nonviolent demonstrations were to be
conducted (HQ 157-8428--109).

Dr. King's plarned travel schedule for February and
March included trips to 9 major cities and visits to various
points in Mississippi, Alabama, South Carolina, North Carolina
and Virginia (HQ 157 8428-75). By mid February Dr. King had

become discouraged with the. lack of progress in recruiting and
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‘training demonstrators (HQ 157-8428-206). During this low
point in the POCAM Dr. King was pursuaded to alter his plans

and to go to Memphis, Temmessee, in support of a strike involving

the city's sanitation workers.

2. Memphis Sanitation Worker's Strike ,

On February 12, 1968, approximately 1,000 sanitation
workers employed by the city of Memphis called a wildcat
strike. The strikers were represented by Local 1733 of the
Arerican Federation of State, County and Mmicipal Bmployees
who demanded exclusive recognition of the union as bargaining
agent, setting up grievance procedures, wage improvements, .
payroll deduction of union dues, and a pramotion system as well
as a pension, hospitalization and life insurance program.

(HQ 157-9146-X1). ‘

The NAACP intervened in the strike because all of
the sanitation workers, excluding drivers, were black. A
militant ‘young black power group known as the Invaders was
similarly interested in the strike. The group consisted of
about 15 members, mostly high school dropouts, and was a cell
of ‘a larger group known as Black Organizing Power (BOP) headed
by Charles L. Cabbage and Joim B. Smith. The alleged puxpose
of BOP was to. stimulate a sense of black identity, black pride

and black consciousness in young blacks.
-15-
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The strikers were also supported by a group of black
ministers, commected with the Memphis Interdenominational.
Ministerial Alliance, who adopted the name COME (Commumity on
the Move for Equality). It was members of this group that
were instrumental in bringing Dr. King to Merphis. On March 3,
1968, the Reverend James M. Lat«;son, Jr., pastor of the
Cmte@ Methodist Cmrch,'lMa‘xphis, and member of OOME, stated
on a television program (WHBQ-TIV) that he wanted to bring
Dr. King (and other heads of civil rights orgMcim) to
Memphis in an effort to unify the entire black commmity
behind the demands of the strikers (HQ 157-9146-X23). The
" intervention of these various black cammunity organizations
caused the city of Memphis to be concerned about the racial
overtones of the strike and the possibility of violence
(HQ 157-9146-X1).

Dr. King made his first visit to Memphis in support
of the strike on the night of March 18, 1968. On that occasion,
in addressing an estimated crowd of 9,000 to 12,000 people at
a rally sponsored by OQE at the Mason Temple, he called for
a general protest-day on March 22, 1968. All blacks were asked
not to go to work or school on that day and were urged to
participate in a massive downtown march. Dr. King and his

party stayed at the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry Street, on
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the night of March 18, 1968 and left Memphis shortly before
noon on March 19, 1968, ostensibl& to go to the State of
Mississippi in connection with the POCAM (HQ 157-9146-X39).

The City of Memphis was virtually paralyzed by a
16-inch snowfall on March 22, 1968, resulting in the post-
ponement of the pla'rmed mass march to March 28, 1968. Dr. King
returned to Menphis on the 28th, arriving at the airport at
approximately 10:22a.m. By‘that time approximately 5,000 to
6,000 people, about half of whom were of school age, had
congregated at the Clayborn Temple (located at 280 Hernando St.)
for the start of the march. According to the plan of the march,
the sanitation workers were in front with the remainder of the
people following behind. The march was to proceed north on
Herngndo to Beale Street, thence west on Beale Street to
Main Street aﬁd north on Main Street to City Hall.

The march got underway at approximately 11:00a.m. and
had proceeded to Hermando and Beale before it was joined by
Dr. King. When the front of the march (led by Dr. King)
reached Main Street, teenagers and young adults at the rear
of the march near Third and Beale (two blocks from the front
of the march) ripped the signs off.their poles and began
breaking store windows and looting. Mass confusion developed .

and the police moved in to quell the disturbance. The
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