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MAINTAIN AS TOP SERIAL

In 2016, the serial(s) removed from this file was accessioned to the National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA) pursuant to the JFK Records Collection Act of 1992 (JFK Act).

Under the JFK Act, originals of all material deemed assassination records must be accessioned to NARA.
Accession of these records is mandated by the JFK Act and public access to them is available through
NARA. If you wish to access the records through NARA, you must send your request to NARA at College

Park.

The following materials were removed from this file and are maintained in the JFK Collection at NARA:

Case and Serial Number(s)
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) .. the originals removed from this file and replaced with ' ] :

- duplicate copies of the.original were accessioned to the . i

.~ National Archives and_RecordsaAdministration-(NARA)‘pursuant i
Lo the JFK Records Collection Act 0f 1992. Provision of the |
- JFK Act allowed for certain information to be postponed from |
pubiic release until the'year 2017; therefore, the pages have ‘

NOT necessarily been released for public review in their

entirety. - l

» ' Under the JFK Act,
asSagsinationurecdrdszmu
cf whether the material .

'-infbfmation*pbshbonéd;

Qriginals to all material deemed

St be accesssioned to NARA regardless
s open in full or released with
‘Therefore, any documents or pages

cm FBI files accessioned to NARA pursuant to the JFK Act
o lenger considered the possession of the FBI. The
icate pages have been inserted strictly for research
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e
p
.
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. The copies contained nerein do not necessarily show
the most up-to-date classification.
To attain a'copy of the publicly released version of
any materials maintained in the JFK Collection at the NARA

faczlity in College Park, MD, You may contact the JFK Access
Staff, at 301/713-6620.

~

.. The following materiais were removed from this file
_and“a:e'maintained in the JFK Collection at NARA:

File & Serial Number

JFK Subrect Identifier
, {for NARA purposes)
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Fox Infoxmational Tusposes Qnly

. The criginais removed from this file and replaced with
~icate .copies of the original were accessioned to the-
ijat;ohél:Aréh;ves_and,RecordsaAdministration»(NARA)»pursuant _
- .to the JFK Records Collection Act of 1992 Provision of the.
- JFK Act allowed for certainh information to be postponed from
pubiic release until the year 2017; therefore, the pages have

NOT necessarily been released for public review in their
entirety.

" Under the JFK Act, qriginals to all material deemed

ﬂasSaSsinatiohnrecérds must'be accesssioned to NARA regardless -
. 9f whether the material is open in full or released with.
Enfofmation’péstponéd;"Théréfcre, any documents or pages

frem FBI files accessioned to NARA pursuant to the JFK Act
are no lenger considered the possession of the FBRI. The
duplicate pages have been inserted strictly for research
curcoses.

. The copies contained nerein do not necessarily show
the most up-to-date classification.
To attain a copy of the publicly released version of
any materlals maintained in the JFK Collection at the NARA

fac:lity in College Park, MD, you may contact the JFK Access
Staff, at 301/713-6620.

~

"« -The following materiais were removed from this file
ahd”a:e maintaineq in the JFK Collection at NARA:

File & Serial Number

JFK Subtiect Identifier
(for NARA purposes)
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rOUSE SELTCT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
FOR TUFCRMATION OF -RECIPIENTS, AT THZ CLOSE OF THI 94TH

CONGRESS, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CREATED A STLECT

Fo KEMNEDY AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. THIS COMMITTEE AND THE

p

OFFICE ¢F LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS,

REACHED Al AGREEMENT STIPULATING
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FOR YOUR INFORNATION,
CONTACTED FOR PURPOSE
Y LETTER,
TO ALL EMPLOYEES;
MEMORANDUN

TIFORMAT ION

AUTHORITY BEFCORE FURNISH

AS OUTLINED IN THE CODE OF FEDZRA
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The criginais removed from this f
. duplicate copies of the original were accessioned to the. .
'jNa:ional:Aréhiyes_and_Records.Administration (NARA) pursuant -
- to the JFK Records Collection Act of 1992. Provision of the.
-JrK Act allowed for certain information to be postponed from
pubiic release until the year 2017; therefore, the pages have

NOT necessarily been released for public review in their
entirety. -

* |
~ Under the JFK Act, Qriginals to all material deemed
ﬂassassihation~re¢drds1mustlbe accesssioned to NARA regardless -
6f whether the material is open in full or released with-
) information-postponed. Therefore, any documents or pages
cm FBI files accessioned to NARA pursuant to the JFK Act
e no lenger considered the possession of the FBI. The

uplicate pages have been inserted strictly for research
urrcoses.

ile and replaced with

1Yoty

Y £ B

The copies contained nerein do not necessaril
the most up-to-date classification.

Y show
To attain a copy of thne publicly released version of

any materials maintained in the JFK Collection at the NARA
fac:lity in College Park, MD, you may ceontact the JFK Access
Staff, at 301/713-6620.

~

“.- ‘The following materiais were removed from this file
aNG” are maintained in the JFK Collection at NARA:

‘e & Serial Number

JFK Subiect Identifier
{for NARA purposes)
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T 0-0(F sy, 7-27-76)

TRANSMIT VIA: Airtel

PREC

EDENCE:

CLASSIFICATION; DATE: __11/29/76

(This line for LEFT MARGIN.)

//;o: SAC, Memphis (66-2197)

4 From: Director, FBI

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
- Reurtel 11/17/76 and FBIHQ teletype to _all SACs
11/24/76. .

Refer to referenced FBIHQ teletype relative to
handling any inquiries from captioned committee.

SA Hester can be assigned full time to review the

Martin Luther King assassination files under SAC authority.

(Do not type BEYOND THIS MARGIN.)

(Do not type below this line.)
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R 2633087 JAN 77
F7 DIRECTOR (62-11729%)
TO ALL SACS ROUTINE ]
L IINE
CLEAR . A;oljﬂ@
/’ {J/ ”fr I
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS U
REFERENCE RUREAL TELETYPE NOVEMBER 24, 19276,
REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPT SET FORTH THE FACT THAT THT

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATION

n

(HEC) HAE 2EEN
CREATED BY THE NINETY-FOURTH CONGRESS TO INVESTIGATE THT

DEATH

OF. JOHN F. VENNEDY AND MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR.

/
GbNNECTION WITH THE HSC INVESTIGATION THE UNITED STATE

wn

DE"RTMENT OF JUSTICE HAS INSTRUCTED THE EUREAU TO HAKE AVAIL=-

" ABLE, FOR REVIEW BY THE HSC STAFF INVESTIGATORS, ALL MATERIAL
REGARDING THE JOHN F, KENNEDY ASSASSINATION AND MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR., ASSASSINATION AS WELL AS CLOSELY RELATED CASES,

IN ORDER TO PREPARE FOR THE HSC REVIEW, YOU ARE REQU

3]

STED

O

T

o
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PAGE TWC (62-117294) CLEAR

TO PREPARE AN INVENTORY OF ALL MATZRIALS AVAILADLE IN YOUR

i)

OFFICE REGARDING THE CASES SET FORTH RELOW. IT IS HOT

5]

0D OTHAT

NS

{

SURCAU TEPETYPT DATED DECTMBER 9, 1975, TITLTR “NARTIN LUTHEE
KING, JR.," BUREAU FILE 122-186673, YOU WERE SEQUESTED TO
INVENTORY ALL PERTINENT MATERIAL RELATIVE TO THE MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR., ASSASSINATION. IT IS, THEREFORE, N0T NECESSARY FOR
FIELD OFFICES AND LEGATS TO REINVEMTORY THAT MATERIAL AT THIS TINE.
FILES TO BE INCLUDED IN YOUR CURRENT INVENTORY ARE:
(1) THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOMH F. KSNNEDY
NOVEMBER 22, 1963 9y- N6
00: DALLAS SUREAU FILE 62-129868
(2) LEE HARVEY OSWALD ARSI IR
IS - R - CUBA

00: DALLAS BUREAU FILE 16

&
Ul
!
0
0N
\n
\n
w1

(3) MARINA M. OSWALD '
1S - R
SOBIR BUREAU FILE 182-126332
(4) JACK RUBY L.
LEE HARVEY OSWALD - VICTIN A

CIVIL RIGHTS SUREAU FILE 44-24916

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THREE (62-11729¢) CLEZAR [~ 4 /
(5) PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION O THE ASSASSINATION OF

PRESIDENT XENNEDRY (WARREN COMMIS

€5

JORD)
BUREAU FILE €2=-129853
IN PREPARING FIELD OFFICE IHVENTORIES FOR ALL MAIN
FILES RELATING TO ABOVE, THE FOLLOWING SPECIFIC ITEMS MUST

B

1

INCLUDED: (p) FIELD OFFICE FILE NpMBER, INCLUDING OFFICE
PREFIX; (3) TITLE AND CMARACTER OF FILE; (C) VERY BRIEF
DESCRIPTION OF FILE CONTENTS, INCLUDING WHETHER IT CONTAINS
ANY TAPED, ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE LOGS AMND/OR TRANSCRIPTS,
PHOTOGREFHS, BULKY EXHIBITS AND ANY OTHER SIMILAR MATERIAL
WHICH IS IN ADDITION TO ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE. IF ANY OF
THE ABOVE (TAPES, ETC.) IS NOTED, VERY BRIEFLY DESCRIBE.
INCLUDE STATEMENT DESCRIBING ALL SUBFILES RELATING TO THE
MAIN FILE; (DL ACCOUNT FOR SIWE/SCOPE OF FILE AND RELATED
MATTERS. FOR EXAMPLE, INDICATE NUMBERS OF SECTIONS AND
SERIALS IN FILE; VOLUME OF LOGS/TRANSCRIPTS AND BULKY
EXHIBITS; ETC. |

IT IS FURTHER NOTED THAT IM REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE
OF NOVEMBER 24, 1976, YOU WERE RENINDED OF THE FACT THAT

RECORDS POSSESSING EVIDENTIARY, INTELLIGENCE OR HISTORICAL

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FOURN(62-117290) CLEAR
VALUE SUCH AS THE KENNEDY AND KING ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATIONS
ARE EXCLUDED FROM OUR DESTRUCTION OF FILES AND RECORDS
PROGRAM AND SHOULD NCT BE DESTROYED. |
YOU ARE, THEREFORE, INSTRUCTED TO REPLY BY TSLETYPZ
SETTING FORTH YOUR INVENTORY REGARDING THE AROVE LISTED JOEH e
KENNEDY - ASSASSINATION FILES. 1IN ADDITION, YOU ARE REQUESTED
TC ARVISE WHETHER ANY MATERIAL RELATIVE TO THE MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JRMM ASSASSINATION (MURKIN) &ND THE ABOVE LISTEDR FILES
RELATED TO THE JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION MAY HAVE BERN
DESTROYED UNDER THE DESTRUCTION OF FILES AND RECORDS PROGRAM.
IF SO, INCLUDE A LISTING OF SAID FILES. THE HANDLING OF THIS
MATTER MUST BE UNDERTAKEMN INMEDIATELY AND GIVEN THE HIGHEST
PRIORITY. SUTEL YOUR RESULTS ATTENTION GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE
DIVISION, CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION, CONGRESSIONMAL INQUIRY UNIT.
ALL LEGATS ADVISED SEPARATELY.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

Transmit the following in

|
l
|
|
FBI |
{
Date: 1/6/77 :

|

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

FM MEMPHIS (66-2197) (P)
TO DIRECTOR PRIORITY
BT,
CLEAR
ATTENTION GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION,
CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS ’

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ALL OFFICES DATED JANUARY 6,
1977. .

THE FOLLOWING IS AN INVENTORY OF MATERIAL RELATING TO THE
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY:

(1) MEFILE 44-1166 - ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F.
KENNEDY, NOVEMBER 22, 1963, DALLAS, TEXAS; AFO. 00 DL.

THIS IS A TWO VOLUME FILE CONTAINING 263 SERIALS. THE
FILE IS COMPOSED OF LETTERS, MEMORANDA, AIRTELS, TELETYPES,
FD-302'S, AND LHM'S SETTIﬁG FORTH LEADS AND INSTRUCTIONS

FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF THIS MATTER AND CONTAINING RESULTS OF

(FSLHCRY (M- .
BFJ:mrp Rielld A-"ﬁiﬂia_&-
FILED — 6‘4
e
Approved: A\ / A Sent “Q \65; & Per'Men,
Special Agenfl in Charge -1 '

GPO : 1975 O - 590-992

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




P

FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

PAGE TWO (ME £6-2197)
THE INVESTIGATION. 1IN ADDITION, IT CONTAINS NUMEROUS
NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS TAKEN FROM MNEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN THE ARELA
COVERED BY THE MEMPHIS OFFICE. THIS FILE CONTAINS TWO PHQTO-
GRAPHS OF STEPHEN YVES L'EANDES. L'EANDES WAS OF INTEREST TO
THE BUREAU IN CONNECTION WITH THIS INVESTIGATION BECAUSE HE
ALLEGEDLY VISITED RUSSIA WITH LEE OSWALD. THIS FILE CONTAINS NO
TAPED ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE LOGS, TRANSCRIPTS, OR BULKY
EXHIBITS.

(2) MEFILE 105-891 - LEE HARVEY OSWALD, AKA; IS - R -
CUBA. OC DL.

THIS IS A TWO VOLUME FILE WHICH CONTAINS 134 SERIALS.
THIS FILE IS MADE UP OF MEMORANDA, LETTERS, AIRTELS, TELETYPES,
REPORTS, AND LHM'S SETTING FORTH LEADS AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR
THE INVéSTIGATION OF THIS MATTER AND CONTAINING THE RESULTS OF
THE INVESTIGATION. THIS FILE ALSC CONTAINS NUMERQUS NEWSPAPLR

CLIPPINGS OBTAINED FROM MNEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN THE AREA

!

COVERED BY THE MEMPHIS OFFICE. THIS FTILE CONTAINS PHOTOS

OF JAMES FREDERICK MURPHY, ALBERT OSBORNE, AND JOHM HOWARD BOWEN.

Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge
GPO : 1975 O - 590-992

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

FBI

Date:

Transmit the followingv in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

S R

PAGE THREE (ME 66-2197)
JAMES MURPHY WAS OF INTEREST TO THE BUREAU BECAUSE HE AND A
PERSON BELIEVED TO BE LEE HARVEY OSWALD APPLIED FOR EMPLOYMENT
AT THE STATLER HILTON HOTEL, DALLAS, TEXAS, ON THE SAME DATE,
OCTOBER 31, 1963. ALBERT OSBORME AND JOHS HOWARD BOWEN WEREL
OF INTEREST TO THE BUREAU IN THIS INVESTIGATION BECAUSE ALBERT
OSBORNE TRAVELED FROM NUEVO LAREDO, MEXICO, TO MEXICO CITY
ON A BUS USING THE NAME JOHN HOWARD BOWEN ON SEPTEMBER 26,
1963, WITH OSWALD. BOTH OSRORNE AND BOWEN WERE INTERVIEWED BY
RUREAU PERSONNEL. THIS FILE DOES NOT CONTAIN ANY TAPED
ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE LOGS, TRANSCRIPTS, OR BULKY EXHTBITS .

(3) A REVIEW OF THE INDICES OF THE MEMPHIS OFFICE REVEALED
NO MAIN FILE HAS BEEN OPENED BY THIS OFFICE REGARDING MARINA N.
OSWALD. |

| (4) MEFTLE 44-1165 - JACK LEON RUBY, AKA JACK RUBENSTEIN;
LEE HARVEY OSWALD, AKA ALEK J. HIDELL, O. H. LEE - VICTIM
(DECEASED); CR. 00 DL. |

THIS IS A ONE VOLUME FILE CONTAINING 120 SERIALS. THIS
FILE IS COMPOSED OF MEMORANDA, LETTERS, AIRTELS, FD-302'S

TELETYPES, AND LHM'S SETTING FORTH LEADS AND INSTRUCTIONS

Approved: Sent M  Per

Special Agent in Charge
GPO : 1975 O - 590-992

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

FBI
Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

PAGE FOUR (ME 6E-2197)
AND CONTAINING RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION IN CONNECTION WITH THIS
CASE. THIS FILE ALSO CONTAINS NUMEROUS NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS
OBTAINED FROM NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN THE AREA COVERED BY THE
MEMPHIS OFFICE. THIS FILE CONTAINS TWO PHOTOS OF JACK L. RURY
TAKEN IN NOVEMBER, 1963. THIS FILE CONTAINS NO TAPED ELECTRONIC
SURVEILLANCE LOGS, TRANSCRIPTS, OR BULKY EXHIBITS.

(5) MEFILE 62-1412 - THE PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION N THE
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY.

THIS IS A ONE VOLUME, 2 SERIAL FILE CONTAINING 2 AIRTELS
FROM THE BUREAU TO ALL OFFICES REGARDING THE REPORT PREPARED
BY THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT
KENNEDY. THIS FILE CONTAINS NO TAPED ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE

~ LOGS, TRANSCRIPTS, OR BULKY EXHIBITS. o
© (§) MEFILE 46-1174 - UNSUBS, AKA STEPHEN YVES L'EANDES,
JAMES F. RIZZUTO; FAG - FFI.
 THIS IS A ONE VOLUME, 13 SERIAL FILE CONTAINING TELETYPES,

ATRTELS, MEMORANDA, AND A REPORT SETTING FORTH LEADS AHD
INSTRUCTIONS OF THIS MATTER ANMD CONTAINING THE RESULTS OF

THE INVESTIGATIOM. THIS INVESTIGATION IS RELATED TC THE

Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge
GPO : 1975 O - 590-992

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-=36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)
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PAGE FIVE (ME 66-2187)

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY BECAUSE L'EANDES WAS
ASSOCIATED WITH LEE HARVEY OSWALD. THIS FILE CONTAIHS‘NO TAPED
ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE LOGS, TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOS OR BULKY
EXHIBITS.

NO MATERIAL RELATIVE TO THE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
ASSASSINATION (MURKIN) AND THE JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION
INVESTIGATIONS HAS BEEN DESTROYED UNDER THE DESTRUCTION OF
FILES AND RECORDS PROGRAM BY THE MEMPHIS OFFICE.

BT

Approved: . Sent . M Per

Special Agent in Charge
GPO : 1975 O - 590-992

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



"$D-352 {Hev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

7 |—— PAGE 4

.o, d: come up w1th a reahsuc
"Now' ‘~tSprague and ‘Chairman - Henry — MEMPIIS DRSS
.-asfarce .Gonzales, D-Texas, ‘have’ noisily, fallen sc;jjz TAR
f‘z._Congress -out, Gonzaléz' has fired', Sprague  and"
, ry. " Sprague has got the other 11'members- MEMPHIS, TENYN
We ‘say. ‘this reluétantl y,.for. when the.. of thie committee’, to.-tell him to 1gnore I faraid S

ouse‘ voted last September to . take the chan'mansdxsmlssal move. il
i another look At the two -murders; we saw = With thxs Jatest- Keystone Cops caper,
'\merit in.the move. "After all, it came the- committe¢ has so discredited itself. [ —
‘|after- dlSClOS\ll‘eS“ that ithi 'FBI and CIA' thatit. ought to’ go- ‘out of -businéss. No
- thad:- withheld -information ' from- each: -sensible. ‘person :is likely -to Dplace cre-
"|othér .and-from the Warren: Commlssmn dence- m any conclusxon 1t comes up. |__
mvesngatlon of: Kennedy death. ,thh o

.However! the grandl ‘named House Ametlculous unsensatlonahzed invés-
Select Commlttee on:: ssinations' has’ tlgatlon of the’ Kennedy and ng slay-

been. shdmg downhlll F‘om the start. It ! ings: -might ‘have -had " some 'value, It —_—
th‘edé as 1ts chief counsel "Richard mlght ‘have: convmced §ome conspiracy -

‘theorists-‘of ' what all, the evidence indi-
cates: that the assassmatlons were, com-
) ~ mitted by -Leé- Harvey Oswald'- .and " |pate:  2.14-77
psychologlcal James Earl Ray,\each acting alone.” .. | Edstion:

the« credlbxhty But’ the' ‘Sprague-Gonzalez: mess -can,
owledge convmce ‘nobody of anything, and:conse- -
: s’ Ti ound.’ Sprague s quently’ is ‘without value.. The deaths of .
pl o0-costly *and “ambitious and his. ' Kennedy and; ‘King were tragedies in‘our’ Title:
proposed electromc toys.a: threat to w1t- ‘history, »and":we , do net "honor *‘their .

. } S. ' . memories by. staggenhg on with a probe , —
: rmttee s hfe only untﬂ March 31in hope that has become a sick joke. S Charactery/, é ~°§i/ ? S — /g_‘

Author:
Editor:

Classiiicotion:

Submitting Office: f LuIP"IS

SEARTCHED!:esugued —

sEpaLIzED Cllecs
£

DEXED _

TR gD drec .
ER f/(/ |
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! D-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Iy

T

In Slayings Committee

By MORRIS CUNNINGHAM

Frem The Commercia! Appeal
Washington Sureau

WASHINGTON — Quarreiing members
of the House’s Select Committee on Assas-
sinations, meeting to settle differences,

wound. up after a four-hour meeting

Wednesday in greater disarray than ever.

Over the protests of Chairman Henry N.
Gonzalez (D-Texas) members adjourned
and walked out rather than confront
mounting budget problems and Gonzalez'
disputed disniissal last Thursday of com-
niittee counsel Richard A. Sprague.

Rep. Herold Ford of Memphis was one
of three members of the 12-member com-
mittee who didn't show up for the meet-
ing. The other two were out of the coun-
try. Ford was reported making a speech in
Shreveport, La. :

Gouzalez was starting to read a 13-page
“while paper” relating &is turbulent rela-
tions with Sprague when he abruptly was
choked off by the adjournment motion.

After the other members stalked out,
the chairman convened the news confer-
ence and proceeded with the statement in
which he denounced Sprague as “dishon-
est, deceitful and irresponsible.”

He said he had no choice other than to
fire the S1-year-old former prosecutor.
“There may be those who wondered at my
haste, but when one spies a rartlesnake on
the doorstep,
Gonzalez said. ™=

Walking out, the othér committee mem-
bers exhibited none of the defiance of last
Thursday when all 11, including Ford, had
endorsed a letter advising Sprague to
disregard his dismissal.

Gonzalez said Wednesday that
Sprague's termination is final and pointed
out that House rules empower committee
chairmen to sign pay and expense
vouchers.

Gorzalez said he has no intention of re-
signing and that other members of the
committee have no power 19 depose him,

“I wes appointed by the ' he
said, “and only the speaxer cun romove
me."

Under Sprague’s direction, the chair-

man said the coinmitiee 15 zieatly oy ceed-
ing us $%3,333 monthly bLudget. He said
Spragzue pointedly refused to make neces-
sary cuthacks in exponss ang
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Richard Sprague

made he will not recommend that the
panel's life be continued beyvond its
present March 31 expiration date

- Answering questions, Gonzalez revealad
a bizarre pattern of behind-the-scenes in-
trigue with secret transeripts of Sprague’s
statements at staff meetings being record-
ed and passed to Gonzalez, and Sprague in
turn conspiring against Gonzalez with
other committee members at secret

meetings. :
The apparently still-widening differ-
(Continued on Page 10) L 4
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Assassination Panel Delays

N

Ruling On Surveillance,
‘Rights Of Witnesses

(Continucd from Page 1)

ences within the committee obviously
were greater than previously indicated.

Sprague attended the meeting, sitting
silently but prominently on a front row
seat. He walked out with the other mem-
bers and did not hear Gonzalez’ later re-
marks. However, a Sprague aide stayed

and taped everything Gonzalez said. Gon- .

zalez named Reps. Richardson Preyer (D-
N. C.) and delegate Walter E, Fauntroy (D-
D.C)as members with whom Sprague had
met secretly, T

Sprague had no comment. Shortly be--

fore the committee adjourned, Gonzalez
“indireéctly accused Preyer, a former North
Carolina udge, vith desiring to take over

as chairman. Prever retorted that he :

wouldn’t take the job if it were offered.

The committee, charged with investigat
‘bing the deaths of President Kennedy and
" Martin Luther King Jr., spent almost all™

of the four-hour morning session, which
began at § a.m. Memphis time, bickering
over rules that Gonzalez had proposad.
They resumed after lunch,

After a seemingly endless series of

~ amendments and revisions, they tentative-

ly agreed to ban the electronic surveil-
lance and wiretanping Sprague had advo-
cated, and put restrictions on use of lie
detectors and veice analysis devices,
other measures proposed by Sprague.
They also tentatively agreed to assure

_that witnesses had opportunity to obtain

legal counsel,_and. wrote in other safe-
guards to protect the rights of persons
who may figure into the committee’s pro-

posed investigations.

But, after bickering over 12 pages of
rules, the panel voted to postpone final
action until a later meeting.

It was at this point that Gonozalez sought
o take up the problem of the searing
budget and his dismissal of Sprague.

Gonzaiez gai
can be syved e o i
carried out if the difterences are seitied.
A starting peint, he said, is to pare the
staff,

“The American people want an investi-
gallve comunittee 1t an emplovinent bu-
reau,” he said.

e e

: anding him new voucaers
costs, had kept handing

i ad hired six

Gonzalez said Sprague had ed st
former members of the staff of m;'lr‘mrl
Rep. Thomas, N_Dswning (D~Ya.), : é a.
inflated salaries and some at aimost dou

" ble what Downing paid them.

Downing headed the ccmmi:’fceca{mu hi
retired from Corxg{ess Jan. 3 5 JO e:l
was picked by Speaker Thomas P. O'en
t0,§flfc§§?fh:£ployes were to rgce'LXe \the
salaries they were prcmxsc‘f.l 9\\,‘1%"1.:;
Sprague,” Gonzalez saxd,' ) clgxpxc
costs for personnel alone woud c& =X

" ceeding our total funds by $20,000 a
i month.”

He said Sprague, rather than cuuin%

-to sign. One set of vouchers, te said, was

for $9,000 in expenses incurred }.;_fz
December, much of it for telephone cails
to Philadelphia. .

Gonzalez said Sprague, contrary to
House rules, had centinued his partner-
ship in a Philadelphia law firm and also
teaches classes at & Philadsiphia
university. ]

Gonzalez cited House rules which he
said prohibit such outside activities by
House employes. He said he wouli lsave
it to the House ethics commities to
investigate. L

-*With each passing day,” Gonzaléz said,

“the committee’s financial problams grow
deeper. Each day there are more unpeid
bills.”

The committee’s adjournient m
specified it will meet again Monday &t
noon behind closed doors.

" Offering the moticn, Preyer said the
committee nceded time to work out its
problems. )

Gonzalez said the committ

- stayed and tackled them is
cpen session.
hind ¢lss
involve na

ticnal security.
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The originals removed from this ‘

. duplicate copies of the original were accessioned to the. .
'f,Na:;ohal(ArchiyeS“and_Records;Administration-(NARA).pursuant ,
to the JFK Records,Collection Act of 1992, Provision of the.

- JFK Act allowed for certain ihformation,tovbe postponed from
pubiic release until the year 2017; therefore, the pages have

NOT necessarily been released for public review in their
entirety.

: |
: i
Qriginals to all material deemed - g
~assassination records must be accesssioned to NARA -regardless -

(©f whether the material is open in full or released with
W infbrmatidnfpbsibdhédf'“Thérefore, any documents or pages

 frem FBI files accessioned to NARA pursuant to the JFK Act

n0 leonger considered the possession of the FBI. The

iicate pages have been inserted strictly for research
coses. :

file'and réplacédiﬁithfd

' Under the JFK Act,

Sty

T

1

—
1
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n

The cbpies contained nerein do not necessaril
the most up-to-date classification.

¥ show
To attain a copy of the publicly released version of

ary materials maintained in the JFK Collection at the NARA
fac:lity in College Park, MD, you may contact the JFK Access
Staff, at 301/713-6620.

~

" The following materiais were removed from this file
and’are maintained in the JFK Collection at NARA:

File & Serial Number

JFK Subtect Identifier
{for NARA purposes)
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- Alrtel
3/17/77
To: SACs, Miami
em§~I§>(Fnclosure) ,
From: Director, FBI . 9JQW

HOUSE SELECT

Re

@’
COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

’K

Miami facsimile dated March 14, 1977, which

enclosed a copy of a newspaper article captioned “King ‘Panel
Might Call Miami Man," a copy of which is enclosed for

Memphis. No

information could be located in FBIHQ files

reflecting receipt :of the information allegedly furnished by
William Somerset relative to his claim that he overheard a

death threat

at a union affair in Waahington as set forth in

referenced article.

Miami promptly review appropriate tiles to determine
if there 1s any record of receipt of any such information
allegedly furnished by Somerseti} Also’ determine 1if your
office has any knowledge of the statement of Charles Sapp, . 1n

‘this article

that "I can't remember the exact day he called

me, but I'm certain the FBI got an immediate report on the
tip because the agents were in our office everyday, ‘and they

got the same
files do not
determine 1if
Miami Office
Miaml Police
information.
cerning this

information I sent on to the Chief." If your
reflect the receipt of any such information, .
there are any Agents still on active duty in the
who would have had any such contact with the
Department, and recall the receipt of any such
Do-not conduct any . active investigation con-
newspaper article. “SHLHM results.

Memphis review your appropriate files to détermine-
if there is any record of the information allegedly furnished
by Somerset re the "threat at a union affair" as mentioned in

the enclosed

article SuLHM results.

Y e \"‘;cb'&)

S fS ko
v Nﬁ;]fwmc&;‘/
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Alrtel to SACs, Miami and Memphis
Re: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

' Also, 1f not already done, Miami attempt to obtain
through an appropriate public source, a copy of the "Miami
magazine article dealing with the assassinations of King and
Kennedy," mentioned in this article. If this Miami magazine
article has already been submitted to FBIHQ, identify caption
and date under which it was submitted. A

T Regarding the inquiry by the House Sélegt Committeé
into the Kennedy assassination, the Committee recently - - :
furnished the following request: -

: "The 1ist of all FBI agents present at the November
10, 1963 meeting in Miami, Florida with members of the
Miami Police Department's Intelligence Section, at which
time the taped conversation between Joseph A. Milteer and
William Somersett was made available to the FBI."

Miami promptly adviselif‘ahy such meeting occurred
and if so, identify the Agents present. , ‘ :

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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The copies contained nerein do not necessaril
the most up-to-date classification.
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any materials maintained in the JFX Collection at the NARA

facility in College Park, MD, you may contact the JFK Access
Staff, at 301/713-6620.
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3/28/77

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (66-2197)
SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

- Re Bureau airtel to Miami and Memphis dated
3/1/77. |

A miev of the indices and appropriate files of
the mnﬁ.s Office revealed no information allegedly furnished
by. wxu.m smm regarding the “"threat at a union affair"
O § ' f published in the "Miami Herald,"
H:lani. Florida, 3/14/77. It is noted that Memphis indices

and: ﬁ.les 1mlieate that mszr's name 1is spelled as

‘no‘i further action contemplated by the Mewphis
office. SRR

2 - Bureau
- HMiami
l!emyh:ls

(4) “ﬁ,? 0/

51{4\\9 6(9-2197 %

- ¥ 9
IGEAL OOCUMENT SENT T
b, AL ARCHIVES (ﬁmmm
LIS R e ;,
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The Dade County links

le-2197-19

Is it mere coincidence that a Miami police informer was able to predict with

20

astonishing accuracy the assassinations of both John F. Kennedy
and Martin Luther King? Apparently, the FBI thoughtso .. ..

. ©Copyright, 1976
Miami Magazine Inc.

Nov. 9, 1963 — Miami Police tape-
record a conversation in which an
extreme right-wing political orga-
. nizer accurately predicts the assas-
sination of President John F. Ken-
nedy just as it was to happen 13 days
later. The man said the President
would be killed by shots fired “from
an office building with a high-pow-
ered rifle.” ;

Jan. 13, 1964 — The same man,
using an alias, withdraws $12,000
from a savings account at a now de-
funct bank in Provo, Utah. The man,
who lived in Georgia, had opened
the account the previous July.

@

Nov. 1, 1963 — A Cuban exile walks
into the Parrot Jungle gift shop and
tells a female employe he hates
the President and he could “shoot
Kennedy between the eyes.” He
has a “friend named Lee,” he says,
“who is also a sharp-shooter,” and
that Lee spoke Russian and German
and was living in either Texas or
Mexico. (Lee Harvey Oswald spoke
Russian, lived in Texas, and earlier

MIAMI MAGAZINE e SEPTEMBER 1976
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By Dan Christensen

e 7

Willie A. Somersett, informer

in the fall had been traveling in
Mexico.)
®

These intriguing incidents suggest
the surreal atmosphere permeating
Miami in 1963. Not only were many
newly arrived Cuban refugees
making raids on their homeland in
attempts to overthrow the regime
of Fidel Castro, but America’s home-

SERIALIZE @y e PTTED |

right-wing fanatics were
conducting a last-gasp effort to head
off the drive for equal rights by blacks.
For both, the prospects seemed
bleak, and for both, hatred focused on
John Fitzgerald Kennedy.

To Cubans, Kennedy was the ulti-
mate betrayer. He had backed out of
supportive air strikes when a Cuban
exile brigade landed at the Bay of
Pigs, and he had knuckled under to
Nikita Khrushchev in 1962 when he
pledged not to invade Cuba in return
for removal of Soviet missiles from
the island. Kennedy had committed
himself and, as long as he lived, a
return to Cuba would be impossible.

On the right-wing fringe, Ken-
nedy was hated for other reasons,
mainly his stand on integration. He
was feared also as a leader who was
setting the United States up for
some nebulous takeover conspiracy
by the United Nations and the de-
spised Jews, extremist documents
show.

®

Miami Magazine’s inquiry into
the assassination began with the
Miami Police tape-recording. Scat-
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Story behind the story

Miami Magazine writer Dan Christensen was watching the
CBS television report analyzing the assassinations last Abpril
when he heard Dan Rather’s fleeting mention of a Miami po-
lice taperecording forecasting the death of John F. Kennedy.
Since that moment, Christensen has spent hundreds of hours
exploring leads that document the desire of extremists in Mi-
ami to kill Kennedy. With the assistance of Circuit Judge Sey-
mour Gelber, he gained access to a wealth of primary materials
uncluding a copy of the tape-recording) and, almost by accident,
uncovered a rather astonishing link between threats against
Kennedy and the death of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. almost five
years later. In the first segment of his fascinating two-part
story, Christensen looks at the “Miami connection” in the Ken-
nedy case. Next month, he will reveal previously unpublished
material in which the police informant who taped the threat
on Kennedy predicted the death of King only hours before it ac-
tually occurred in Memphjs, Tenn.

tered references have been made to
the recording since it was uncovered
in 1967, most notably by assassina-
tion researcher Harold Weisberg
who published the transcript in his
1970 book “Frame-Up.” Investiga-
tion of this incident led to discovery
of the Parrot Jungle threat.

Circuit Judge Seymour Gelber,
then an assistant to State Attorney
Richard Gerstein, provided nearly
all the initial information about the
taperecording. Not only did he save
records and memoranda from the
investigation, he kept a diary. The
diary was invaluable in our research.
Gerstein too has been totally coop-
erative.

Their investigation, which cul-
minated in the taperecording of
Nov. 9, 1963, began in February 1962
after a series of local bombings, in-
cluding an attack upon the home of
Miami Herald editor Don Shoe-
maker. A few days after that bomb-
ing, Willie Somersett, a union orga-
nizer with extensive right-wing
political ties (he was a Klansman),
showed up at the Herald building to
offer his services as an informer.
Quickly, he began working for the
Miami police and the Federal
Bureau of Investigation. The police
were never advised of his ties to the
FBI. (Actually, he had worked for the
FBI, off and on, for about a decade, it
is now known). Over the next sev-
eral months, Somersett imparted
enough information to state investi-
gators to enable them to arrest and
convict several of the bombers.

After the bombing investigation,
Somersett remained on the payrolls
of both the city and the FBI, revealing

extremist activities. In April 1963 he
traveled to New Orleans for a meet-
ing of the Congress of Freedom party.
The COF, a confederation of right-
wing political groups, still exists,
acting, its leader Mary Cain of Sum-
mit, Miss., says, “to get patriot orga-
nizations together to discuss the is-
sues.” It was in New Orleans that
Somersett hooked up with an old
friend, Joseph A. Milteer, now de
ceased, the man who later made the
tape-recorded threats against JFK.
)

Willie Augustus .Somersett, at age
61 in 1963, was a mountainous fig-
ure who was beginning to feel the
agony of afflictions that eventually
would kill him. Dubbed agent ‘88’ by
Miami police, it was said he re
minded one of an Oldsmobile 88.
Gerstein described him as “a real
Sidney Greenstreet type.”

Somersett had lived in Miami for
about four years by 1963, sharing a

~room in a semi-flophouse with his

wife Peggy. He managed his union
affairs out of the old Dolphin Hotel,
headquarters for his pretentiously
titled National Federation of Labor.
He died May 7, 1970, in Goldsboro,
N.C, just a few miles from where
he had been born.

In an interesting sidelight to
Somersett’s death, his closest friend
in Miami, George Brackett, re
ceived a mysterious call at 3 am from
a man who claimed to be at Wash-
ington’s Walter Reed Hospital. The
man, who wouldn’t identify him-
self, told Brackett of Willie’'s death
and said he was calling because
Brackett’'s name was on an emer-
gency card in Somersett's wallet.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

.atives say Somersett died in
North Carolina.

Through the years Somersett had
been associated with right-wing
politics, but he disliked groups press-
ing for violence. Why he became an
informer is uncertain. Money?
Honor? Patriotism? It could just
have been his job.

@

Joseph A. Milteer, a wealthy rab-
blerousing racist from Quitman,
Ga., deve*>d his lfe to right-wing
causes, belonging to at least four
ultra-conservative organizations: the
National State’s Rights Party, The

. White Citizen’s Council, The Dixie

Klan, and the Constitution Party. He
rarely stayed at home, choosing in-
stead to traverse the country attend-
ing meetings and calling on other
true believers. At least once in 1963,
he visited Dallas.

When Milteer was at home, he
churned out reams of what he and
fellow Georgians called “yellow
sheets” in which he blasted Ken-
nedy, Jews, Communists, the UN,
local politicians and the federal gov-
ernment. He also sold tape-recorded
speeches of notorious patriotic
zealots.

When he wasn’t busy with poli-
tics, Milteer tried his hand as a mail-
order salesman for various novelty
items. And he bootlegged wine
from a still in a shed in his backyard.

Milteer died Feb. 28, 1974, two
days after his 72nd birthday — re-
portedly from burns inflicted when a
gas heater in his home exploded.
Several days later, a small cache of
arms and ammunition was uncov-
ered in his car. ®

Because of mysterious circum-
stances shrouding his death, I went
to Quitman to explore Milteer’s life
in detail. Since he had no known
relatives, his estate has remained in
probate, his dilapidated Victorian
home unexplored for two and half
years.

Milteer lived like a packrat. Be-
sides saving junk mail and trivial be-
longings of his dead parents, he kept
carbon copies of letters he sent dur-
ing his prolific career. Some were
cryptic. Most were mild. All belied
the deadliness with which he had
spoken in Miami.

Since Milteer’s death, the house
has been ransacked several times.
What was taken is unknown. A
neighbor told probate Judge James
R. Knight that she saw men in a
truck with Texas license plates cart-
ing boxes of Milteer's belongings
away.

The most fascinating evidence
found at Milteer's home was in a

MIAM! MAGAZINE » SEPTEMBER 197€

21



22

§

Using an alias, Joseph A. Milteer deposited $12,000 in a now-defunct
Provo, Utah bank in mid-1963. In January, 1964, the Georgia
racist withdrew it all at one time

bankbook tucked away amid piles of
letters in his closet. The savings ac-
count, No. 115376 from the now-
defunct Utah Savings and Loan As-
sociation of Provo, Utah, was made
out to one Samuel Steven Story and
Mrs. C. C. Cofield. The address given
was 212 South Troupe St, Valdosta,
Ga., Mrs. Cofield’s home. (Cofield
had been Milteer's common-law
wife for many years and ljved with
him until her death in 1971). When
the account was opened on July 31,
1963, an initial deposit of $5,000 was
made. There followed but two
others, one of $5,000 and another of
$2,000 on Aug. 20 and Sept. 24, respec-
tively. On Jan. 31, 1964, (52 days after
the assassination,) all $12,000 was
withdrawn abruptly and the account
was closed.

There is no doubt that Story was
an alias for Milteer. A letter to the
bank was found, typed on Milteer’s
“yellow sheets” with Story’s signa-
ture which matched Milteer’s;
along with it was another letter to
the same bank, dated the same day,
with Milteer's signature. Appar-
ently he had an account under his
own name as well. There is no
evidence to indicate Milteer ever
used an alias except during that
brief, crucial period.

It is significant that with excep-
tion of a series of invitations to
notables (George Wallace and Klan
leader Robert Shelton) to aitend a
Constitution Party meeting in mid-
October, 1963, no letters found deal-
ing with 1963 were found, despite
detailed correspondence for the
years before and after.

Unearthed amid the rubble of his
decaying house was part of a diary,
ostensibly by him, that briefly re-
counts events from July 8, 1963
through October 1, 1963. It mentions
the trip to Dallas and a meeting
with arch-conservative commenta-
tor Dan Smoot.

Unanswered questions about Mil-
teer’'s death abound. Apparently, he
was fatally burned Feb. 9, 1974 when
a Coleman stove he was using for
heat in his antiquated bathroom ex-
ploded. He died two weeks later.

According to the death certificate,

MIAMI MAGAZINE o SEPTEMBER 1976

Milteer died of “severe third degree
burns on both lower extremities.”
Marion Maxwell the local morti-
cian, says, however, the burns he
saw on Milteer's body weren’t
severe enough to have caused death.
In fact, he said they were already
partially healed. No autopsy was ever
performed.

Milteer himself mentions re-
ceiving burns similar to those that
allegedly caused his death in an un-
finished letter dated Jan. 27, 1964:
“I had an accident wherein I
knocked over a sauce pan of hot
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Joseph A. Milteer, extremist

water on the floor into which I fell
and the hot water burned the small
of my back.”

Milteer had attended the April
1963 meeting in New Orleans as a
representative of the Dixie Klan, a
notoriously violent faction of the
KKK based in Chattanooga, Tenn.
and advocated a coordinated assas-
sination program that would elimi-
nate a long list of prominent govern-
ment officials and businessmen. He
felt that the “patriot” organizations
should act swiftly because Kennedy
was on the verge of turning the U.S.
government over to the United Na-
tions.

Somersett, in recounting
meeting, said that the

the
visible

leaders didn’t discuss violence but he
said, “Not only Milteer, but others
said they would start as soon as it
was deemed necessary to prevent
the UN from taking over the US. . . .
They felt that the President of the
U.S. or the Congress was handing
over the United States to the UN,
that these people were the conspira-
tors, and (that) they should be killed
immediately. I am satisfied Mil-
teer is one of the high command in
the policy group.”

Earlier Somersett had said of Mil-
teer: “He is one of the most violent-
minded men in the country.”

Several times during his debrief-
ing, Somersett referred to “the na-
tional hidden hand of this organiza-
tion.” He theorized that it included
Milteer, several admirals and ex-
generals and assorted rightwing big
shots.

As he gave the testimony about
New Orleans, Somersett was earn-
ing respect and credibility with
Miami authorities. The FBI, in its
documents about the incidents,
called Somersett ‘“a source who
has furnished reliable information
in the past.” Gelber characterized his
informant in even more respectful
terms: “Somersett frequently uses
the expression ‘the most violent
man I know’ in describing a particu-
lar person (Milteer) . . . I am begin-
ning to suspect he is intuitively sepa-
rating the talkers from the doers.
Whereas we can only guess, Somer-
sett obviously senses who among
them spells danger.”

Somersett smelled danger at the
COF meeting. Toward the end of the
questioning about his New Orleans
trip, he said, “If the Congress of the
U.S. doesn’t cut the UN out, if it con-
tinues that way for twelve months,
there has got to be some viclence.
You could tell if you had been there
and stood around and seen the peo-
ple, the expression on their faces,
heard the way they talked. Those
people are people of means, finan-
cially, and educationally. They are
not there just for an ice cream party.
This can’t continue on, with the peo-
ple financing these things, some-
thing must happen. I will bet my
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head on a chopping block there wil¥ T i i

be some people killed by this time
next year and it will be in high
places.”

Somersett  encountered  Milteer
again in early October at a meeting
in Vero Beach. At that meeting,
Milteer again proposed violence
and announced that “the National
States Rights Party is going to move
in Miami fast.”

At Vero Beach, Milteer promoted
an impending convention of the
Constitution Party the following
week in Indianapolis. As a member
of that group’s board of directors, Mil-
teer helped formulate “plans to put
an end to the Kennedy, King (Mar-
tin Luther), Khrushchev dictatorship
over our nation.”

Gelber’s diary reveals that “before
they parted, Milteer confided to
Somersett he was certain that, Dixie
Klan Imperial Wizard Jack Brown
- - . either placed the bomb, or engi-
neered the act, which caused the
death of four children in the Bir-
mingham church bombing.” (The
case remains unsolved today.)

In Indianapolis, Milteer persisted
in calling for violent action. Jack
Brown, the man Milteer had
blamed for the Birmingham bomb-
ing, was there. According to Somer-
sett and another informant, Stanley
Pospisil, Brown implicated himself
in the Birmingham bombing, and
was “virtually bragging about his role
there.” Brown, according to Harold
Weisberg, was a gas station opera-
tor extremely active in the Klan.
“He was reported to be a ‘contact
man’ for the United White Party; to
have been an NSRP presidential
elector; to have died of a heart attack
in 1965.”

After the Indianapolis meeting,
Gelber suggested Milteer be tape-
recorded during his upcoming visit
to Miami.

Milteer arrived in_ town the
weekend of Nov. 9 and scheduled
breakfast with Sommersett at his
apartment. Detective Everett Kay,
Sommersett’s police contact, set up
a tape-recorder in a broom closet off
the kitchen early, then left. Somer-
sett was to plug the recorder in
when Milteer knocked on the door.

The well laid plans of the Miami
PD almost went awry when Mil-
teer showed up unexpectedly and
caught Somersett outside the apart-
ment. Willie kept his cool, however,
and plugged the tape-recorder in as
he looked at the nearby refrigerator,
saying, “This damn box gets all
frosted up if I let is run overnight. I
just pull the plug at night and put it
back in the morning.” With that, he
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Ramshackle mansion where Joseph Milteer wrote racist, anti-Kennedy tracts

and Milteer began their notorious
talk.

As Somersett led his duped friend
through a series of loaded questions,
startling revelations emerged. Not
only did Milteer implicate Brown in
the church bombing again, he also
told how Brown had tried to kill Mar-
tin Luther King. “He followed him
for miles and miles, and couldn’t get
close enough to hit him.”

Then he dropped his tape-recorded
bombshell.

Somersett: . . . I think Kennedy is
coming here on the 18th ... to
make some kind of speech ... I
imagine it will be on TV.

Milteer: You can bet your bottom
dollar he is going to have a lot to say
about the Cubans. There are so many
of them here.

Somersett: Yeah, well, he will
have a thousand bodyguards. Don’t
worry about that.

Milteer: The more bodyguards he
has, the easier it is to get him.
Somersett: What?

Milteer: The more bodyguards he
has the more easier it is to get him.
Somersett: Well, how in the hell
do you figure would be the best way
to get him?

Milteer: From an office building
with a high-powered rifle. How
many people does he have going

Photo by Ken Schiff

Tiny hotel room
where Milteer threats were recorded
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you krow about that?

Somersett: No, I never heard .
had anybody.

-Milteer: He has about fifteen.
Whenever he goes anyplace, he
knows he is a marked man.
Somersett: You think he knows he
is amarked man?

Milteer: Sure he does.

Somersett: They are really going
to try to kill him?

Milteer: Oh, yeah, it is in the work-
ing. Brown himself, Brown is just as
likely to get him as anybody in the
world. He hasn’t said so, but he tried
to get Martin Luther King.

After a few more minutes of con-
versation, Somersett again spoke of
assassination.

Somersett: . .. Hitting this Ken-
nedy is going to be a hard proposition,
I tell you. I believe you may have
figured out a way to get him, the of-
fice building and all that® I don’t
know how the Secret Service agents
-cover all them office buildings every-
where he is going. Do you know
whether they do that or not?

Milteer: Well, if they have any
suspicion they do that, of course. But
without suspicion, chances are that
they wouldn’t. You take there in
Washington. This is the wrong time
of the year, but in pleasant. whether,
he comes out on the veranda and
somebody could be in a hotel room
across the way and pick him off just
like that. '

Somerseti: Is that right?

Milteer: Sure, disassemble a gun.
You don’t have to take a gun up there,
you can take it up in pieces. All those
guns come knock down. You can take
them apart. -

Before the end of the tape, the con-
versation returns to Kennedy.

Milteer: Well, we are going to
have toget nasty . . .

Somersett: Yeah, get nasty.

Milteer: We have got to be ready,
we have got to be sitting on go, too.
Somersett: Yeah, that is right.
Milteer: There ain’t any count-
down to it, we have just got to be sit-
ting on go. Countdown, they can
move in on you, and on go they can’t.
Countdown is all right for a slow pre-
pared operation. But in an emer-
gency Qperation, you have got to be
sitting on go.

Somersett: Boy, if that Kennedy
gets shot, we have got to know
where we are at. Because you know
that will be areal shake. . .

Milteer: They wouldn’t leave any
stone unturned there. No way. They
will pick up somebody within hours
afterwards, if anything like that

around who look just like him? D.
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would happen, just to throw the pub-
lic off.

Somersett: Oh, somebody is going
to have to go to jail, if he gets killed.
Milteer: Just like Bruno Haupt-
mann in the Lindbergh case, you

know. .
The entire tape-recording lasts

roughly a half-hour and much of it is
either garbled or irrelevant. Each
voice is distinctly unique. Somersett
spoke his words quickly, infusing
each syllable with a thick Southern
accent. Milteer's high pitched, ef-
feminate voice dilutes the deadli-
ness of his words.

Kennedy came to Miami Nov. 18,
1963 for the Inter-American Press
Association
Americana. The Secret Service,
alerted about the tape by Miami
authorities (and certainiy by the
FBI who received the information
directly from Somersett), aban-
doned a planned motorcade. In-
stead, the President helicoptered to
Miami Beach.

In his diary, Gelber says a police
detective assigned to the case as-
sured him the Secret Service knew
where Brown and Milteer were.
Bob Newbrand, a local Secret Ser-
vice spokesman, says that he doesn’t
understand Gelber's statement: “I
know for sure we didn’t put him
(Milteer) - under surveillance. We
were never that much involved
with that. If anybody made a threat
we wouldn’t put him under sur-
veillance, we’d lock him up!” (What
really happened?) The contradic-
tions of Newbrand’s statement and
Gelber's diary - are staggering. If
Milteer- and Brown weren’t under
observation,. why weren’t they?
Was this simply considered a frivo-
lous threat? Miami- PD took it
seriously.

Milteer and Somersett were to
meet once more. On Nov. 23, the day
after the assassination, Somersett
traveled to Jacksonville where he
rendezvoused with Milteer before
making a quick trip to Columbia,
S.C. for a session with KKK mem-
bers. When he returned to Miami,
he reported to the police what he
had learned: “During the journey to
S.C. he (Milteer) told me that he
was connected with an interna-
tional underground. He said there
would be a propaganda campaign
put on how to prove to the Christian
people of the world that the Jews,
the Zionist Jews, had murdered
Kennedy.

“He was very happy over it and
shook hands with me. He said:
‘Well, I told you so. It happened like
I told you, didn’t it? It happened

convention at the’

om a window with a high-pow-
‘red rifle.’ I said, ‘That’s right. I don’t

itnow whether you were guessing
or not, but you hit it on the head pret-
ty good.” He said, ‘Well, that is the
way it was supposed to be done, and
that is the way it was done.’

“From the impression he gave
me, and what he told me, the Os-
wald group was pro-Castro. This
group was infiltrated by the patriot
underground who arranged from
there to have the execution carried
out and drop the responsibility
right into the laps of the Commu-
nists. I don’t think there was any
agreement with this little flim-
flam organization that Oswald be-
longed to ... I don’t believe Mil-
teer did it, but it might be a pos-
sibility that he knows who en-
gineered it. The impression I get
from him, I think the thing was set

~up to kill Mr. Kennedy in the South,

in some southern state ... Mil-
teer is too much enthused about it,
before hand and after, not to know
something about it.”

Later, Miami authorities tried to
get Milteer and Brown to come to
Miami where they again could
make taperecordings. On Dec. 4,
Somersett got a shock when he
called Milteer and discovered the
FBI had questioned Milteer and
Brown as part of a mass roundup
of extremists. From Gelber’s diary:
“Somersett is extremely concerned
about this turn of events. Milteer
did not accuse him of being an FBI
informer, but inasmuch as the
questioning appeared to be based
on the statements made to Somer-
sett, suspicion would .inevitably rest
on him . .. There is no chance of
getting Milteer and Brown to Mi-
ami now and there is a possibility
they will show considerable caution
in future conversations in Somer-
sett’s presence ... I wonder- why
the FBI picked these people up after
the President’s assassination rather
than before the act? All this man-
ages to do is jeopardize the safety of
our undercover agent. Based on the
Milteer tape, I had anticipated such
government action prior to the
President’s visit to Miami ... I
did not expect it as an afterthought
. . . There is nothing of substantial
value to be gained by this dramatic
move except to scare hell out of Mil-
teer, Brown and a few others. ..
It ruins our investigation and further
weakens the effectiveness of the
undercover agent, not only for us, but
also for the FBL.”

Declassified FBI documents, ob-
tained by Harold Weisberg under
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‘ In 1967; a super-secret investigation” o: a threat against
Kennedy turned up interesting information which an
FBI probe apparently had failed to note

the Freedom of Information Act,
-prove the Bureau was doing just
what Gelber's diary suggests. With-
out naming him, they identify Som-
ersett as the informant.

Perhaps the most fascinating doc-
-ument the FBI released deals with
its interview of Joseph Milteer by
agents from the Atlanta office. Mil-
teer, in that report, “emphatically
denies ever making threats to
assassinate President Kennedy or
participating in any such assassina-
tion.” He said he didn’t know Lee
Oswald or Jack Ruby. .

A 1968 Miami police memo on
Somersett relates how he traveled
to New Orleans and spoke with
some of then-District Attorney Jim
Garrison’s agents. Garrison was
conducting his JFK assassination
probe and requested Somersett’s
help. Somersett told his story and
mentioned”a letter he had received
from Milteer, dated Nov. 18, 1963
and postmarked Valdosta, Ga. Gar-
rison’s men wanted the letter, but
the memo never indicated wheth-
er Somersett gave it to them. He
never revealed its contents, but De-
tective Kay. confirms the existence
of the letter. Neither he nor anyone
else knows where it is today..

Other unusual disappearances of
information have hampered our in-
vestigation. The state attorney’s of-
fice, which keeps all its records of old
cases on file in a North Miami
warehouse, says the records on this
case, and all others pertaining to
the JFK assassination are missing,
despite a thorough search. No one
can account for their absence.

The Miami police -intelligence
unit, now called the Special Inves-
tigations Section, says there are no
files on the assassination. Kay, how-
ever, says he looked at such files only
six months ago, before his retire-
‘ment. We have no reason to doubt
his word. Do the files exist or don’t
they? In a quote that sounds as if it
could have come from “Catch 22,

former special section chief Major |

Herbert Breslow said: “If I found out
where it (the file) was, I wouldn’t
tell you anyway. I’d just say nothing.
You must believe me when I tell you
we don’t have any files, even though
I wouldn't tell you if I did.” The FBI

added a strict “no comment” on all
questions.

[ 3 N
The Parrot Jungle incident in-
volved different characters. Initial
information in this case came from
former Dade Circuit Judge Alfonso
Sepe, whom I contacted about the
Milteer tape.

During our discussion, Sepe re-

vealed a ‘“‘super-secret investiga-
tion” he had directed as assistant
state attorney in 1967. He had initi-
ated it because of exciting informa-
tion he received from a friend.

What he discovered was disturb-
ing. In sworn testimony taken by
Sepe, Mrs. Lillian Spingler, an em-

_ ploye of the Parrot Jungle gift shop in -

1963, told how a Cuban man had en-
tered the shop in late autumn and
“initiated a conversation with her
in which he stated that he could
write with both hands simultane-
ously and that he was a sharpshooter.
This Cuban male allegedly told Mrs.
Spingler that he had a friend
named Lee who could speak Russian
and German and was living in Tex-
as or Mexico, and that Lee was also
a sharpshooter. -Mrs. Spingler told
some friends, but the conversation
she had with the Cuban male was
passed off until the night -of Presi-
dent Kennedy’s assassination (22
days later) when Mrs. Spingler
was riding in a car with her hus-
band, a close friend and a relative
from New Jersey, on their way back
from Key West to Miami. Mrs.
Spingler said that before she heard
the name of the President’s assassin,
she remarked that she knew who
the assassin was. Because she had
told several friends, the incident
was reported to the FBIL

“l interrogated Mrs. (Ruth) Bast-
holm, Mr. (William) VanderWyden
(Mrs. Spingler's boss at Parrot Jun-
gle), and Mrs. (Aliese) Trigg. Mrs.
Trigg remembered learning of
Spingler'’s conversation from Mrs.
Spingler prior to the assassination,
and corroborated to some degree
Mrs. Spingler’s version.”

He also said he hated the Presi-
dent and “could shoot Kennedy be-

. tween the eyes.”

Sepe said the incident wés re-
layed to the FBI ‘in late December
1963 when Mrs. Spingler called

them. After a quick investigation,
FBI agent in charge, James O’Con-
nor told her to “just drop it and not
mention it” Mrs. Spingler is still

taking O’Connor’s advice and has re- -

fused to comment, saying only,
“They told me not to talk about it.
Goodby.” The FBI would say nothing.

The investigation the FBI conduct-
ed bears examining.
months after the threat relayed by

Mrs. Spingler, the man who made .

the threat was identified when he
returned to the Parrot Jungle and
was spotted. Alertly, Parrot Jungle
employes wrote down the license
number of his car. ‘They informed
the FBI.

Several weeks passed Dbefore
Special Agent O’Connor called Mrs.
Spingler to' tell her that he had in
custody Jorge Soto Martinez. O’Con-
nor told her that Martinez, at the
time of the threat, had been em-
ployed as a Fontainebleau Hotel
bellhop.

Martinez didn’'t deny having a
conversation with Mrs. Spingler.

He did deny making threats against’

the President or saying he knew
Lee Oswald.
From Sepe’s report: “Agent O’Con-

Several -

25

nor asked Mrs. Spingler if she want-

ed to come to the FBI office and
identify the man. Agent O’Connor
and Mrs. Spingler both state that
Mrs. Spingler refused to go to the

FBI office to identify Martinez be--

cause she was afraid of personal
harm.” Still, O’Connor was satisfied
that Mr. Martinez was not involved
in an attempt to assassinate Presi-

dent Kennedy and did not know Os- .
wald. So the FBI closed its investiga-

tion.
In 1967, Sepe threw some light on
the FBI's earlier report. He called

O’Connor and received the opinion . .

that Martinez had nothing to do
with the assassination. O’Connor
offered the theory that Mrs. Spin-
gler had “exaggerated the. conversa-
tion she had with Martinez and that
in all probability (had) misunder-
stood Martinez when he said that he
would like to kill Castro.” O’Connor
also obligingly pointed out that be-
cause of Martinez’ heavy accent,
Mrs. Spingler thought Martinex
said “Lee,” when he had said “he.”
Please turn to page 42

MIAMI MAGAZINE o SEPTEMBER 1976

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




T - A R R A P R S R SR S

@ tany gathering of affluent, well dressed men,

‘ t) ¢4  wenote witha great deal of satisfaction that a large

percentage of those present are
Wallachs - Dick Richmond customers.
Since 1948 we have proudly enjoyed

the continued patronage of men who are
most discerning in their appearance, as
evidenced by their tastefui

selection of a wardrobe.

Tobetter serve themand you,

and your fashion needs, we

are pleased to offer such distinguished
names in men’s apparel

as Walter-Morton, Hart Schaffner & Marx,
3 Christian Dior, Nino Cerrutti,
Countess Mara,

H.ﬁthaway, Bally and Freeman Shoes.

: You are cordlally invited to visit us in any of
ourconvenientlocations and enjoy the
fnendly warmth and quiet elegance that has
traditionally made shopping at Wallachs-
DickRichmond such a distinct pleasure.

lwallachs
Dick Richmond

201 £. FLAGLER, MIAMI ® DADELAND MALL ® MIRACLE MILE, CORAL GABLES

POMPANO FASHION SQUARE

= i LTy

A A AR A~ e S A . P S St e

MIAMI MAGAZINE o SEPTEMBER 1976

Continued from page 25

“Lee” could certainly be mistaken
for “he,” but ‘“Kennedy” doesn’t
rhyme with “Castro,” even when
spoken with an accent. Or by an FBI

man.
In her statement to Sepe, Mrs.

Spingler reasserted her belief that
she had heard Martinez correctly.
“I know — was sure he said Lee be-
cause I associated General Lee with
it . . . That's my way of remem-
bering, like ‘He’s a sharpshooter,
General Lee; you know.”

Mrs. Spingler told Sepe she had
never been contacted by anyone
representing the Warren Com-
mission. “Mr. Conley (sic) told me
to forget it all and I figured, well, I
told what I knew to the FBI. If they
want to further investigate it, then
do it. I was just following his instruc-
tions.”

Curiously, the FBI never even had
her identify the man she saw. She
was shown some pictures of possi-
ble suspects, but never one she
could identify. Sepe asked her if she
was certain the FBI had picked up
the man she had talked to.

“I really don’t know for sure,” she
replied. “It didn’t even dawn on me
until now that you are questioning
me. I just had the license number
and I never met him agam or saw
his picture.”

Sepe probed, trying to learn how
the FBI had identified the man they
had picked up. He asked Mrs. Spin-
gler why she hadn’t gone to the FBI
office and identified him through a
one-way mirror. She answered that
the agent-m-charge had never sug-
gested it.

Mrs. Spingler finally identified
Martinez as the man she had talked
to, in 1967, when Sepe located Mar-
tinez and obtained a photo.

Martinez was totally cooperative
during . Sepe’s investigation, even
submitting to a lie detector exam-
ination. During the test, he denied

all Mrs. Spingler’'s allegations. War-"

ren Holmes, nationally recognized
polygraph expert, determined that
Martinez probably was telling the
truth “with the exception that in a
temperamental outburst to Mrs.
Spingler, (he) might have said some
unkind things about President Ken-
nedy which he had originally denied
to (Sepe). Specifically, he showed
deception in his denial to the ques-
tion: “Did you tell the woman at the
Parrot Jungle that you were going to
Washington and shoot the Presi-
dent between the eyes?” He later

admitted to Holmes, following the.

examination, that he recalled mak-
ing some stupid statement like that
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. He stated he had a habit
shooting * his mouth off, but wvel.
.mertly denied mentioning the
- name of Lee.”

Sepe still thinks Mrs. Spingler was
truthful in her statements concern-
-ing Martinez.

If the FBI had chosen to check into
Martinez’ life more thoroughly, his
alleged remarks might have been
taken more seriously.

Martinez had gotten hlS job at the
Fontainebleau because of a plug
given him by a Mike McLaney. Mc-
.Laney had been Martinez’ employ-
er in Havana. He had hired Mar-
tinez to clean out slot machines at
the casino he operated at the Na-
cional Hotel. When Castro banned
gambling, both McLaney and Mar-
tinez fled to Miami. McLaney lived
in a houseboat docked across Collins
Avenue from the Fontainebleau
and prevailed on them to Melp get
Martinez a job. Both McLaney and

Ken Humphreys, Martinez’ boss at

the Fontainebleau, confirmed Mec-
Laney’s role in the hiring.

Told of the allegations against
Martinez, McLaney  said that he
knew nothing about any assassina-
tion plot and offered his impression
of Martinez. “George (Jorge)
wouldn’'t harm Mickey Mouse. He
has the courage of a little less than a
mouse. It's startling to me to hear
this.” He said he doesn’t know
where Martinez is now. I made
repeated efforts to locate Martinez
tono avail.

Do the tangled facts that surround
both the  Milteer and Martinez
incidents mean anything? Perhaps
not, but the fact that they were
never sufficiently explained is un-
settling.

There are numerous implications
that have been raised by this inves-
tigation. Ponder this list of questions
that still need answers.
® Why were Milteer and Brown
picked up after Kerinedy’s assassina-
tion and not before? -
® If, as Gelber says, Milteer and
Brown were under surveillance
during the President’s Nov. 18 trip to
Miami, were they also being
watched on Nov. 22? If they were,
why doesn’t the FBI say so?
® Why did the FBI round up the two
extremists for questioning on
Nov. 27, ruining a Miami police plan
to spy on them?

@® Why did the FBI take Milteer’s
denial that he threatened the Pres-
ident when they had him on tape
saying the opposite?

® Why did it also take him at his
word when he denied knowledge
of the Birmingham bombing? —»
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® Why didn’t they investigate the
threats he made in New Orleans
and Indianapolis?

@ What was the significance of
Milteer’s Utah bank account?

® Why did he use an alias?

® Why are there still unanswered
questions about his death?

® Why does the FBI continue to
withhold evidence concerning the
tape? !

® Why did the Warren Commission
report fail to mention this Miami
connection?

® Why did the FBI tell Mrs. Spingler
to forget about the Parrot Jungle in-

cident and not to mention it to any-

one?
® Why do Warren Commission files
fail to make mention of it?

Sepe thinks the Martinez inci-
dent is important. “It is far more
significant in hindsight than it was
at the time,” he believes. “So many
facts have surfaced, and so much in-
trigue has been suggested, that it
gives rise to challenges to the au-
thenticity ‘and thoroughness of the
Warren Commission investigation.
I believe a new investigation is
fully warranted, and all records
should be unsealed and everybody
who has any relevant information
should be questioned exhaustively.”

Judge Gelber thinks the informs-
tion about this case bears further ex-
amination by the federal govern-
ment. “I think an oversight com-
mittee should be established which
would re-evaluate all the new evi-
dence that has come to light recent-
ly. If for no other reason than to satis-
fy the general public. This data
about Milteer is raw intelligence,
and should be treated as such, but it
is important. It cannot be ignored.
This information has never had any
priority consideration. The authori-
ties didn’t consider it serious enough
when it was first available. I think
that when Oswald was arrested,
activity in other areas diminished,
particularly in this one.”

State Attorney Gerstein was
more subdued in - his’ comments
about the Milteer incident but said,
“The overwhelming majority of the
people of the United States do not
believe that Oswald acted alone
and are not satisfied with the con-
clusions of the Warren Commis-
sion. As to whether or not it will be
fruitful (to reopen the case) or not, I
leave to someone else’s judgment.” 7§

Next month: Miami Magazine's
inquiry into apparent Dade County
links to the assassinations of John
F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. leads to more reasons to be-
lieve that King’s killer wasn’t alone.
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At 6:01 p.m. on April 4, 1968, a
single shot rang out in Memphis,
Tennessee. In that moment, the civil
rights movement lost its greatest
leader.

The assassin(s) who struck was
not alone in knowing that Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. was destined for
violent death. A Miami police/FBI
informer had learned of a plot and
warned his superiors the previous day.

This astonishing revelation is one
of several previously unpublished facts
contained in a series of 1968 Miami
Police Department memoranda
obtained by Miami Magazine in its
probe of Dade County’s link to the
assassinations of President John F.
Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.

Last month Miami Magazine
exposed new evidence and raised new
questions concerning the Kennedy
killing. Much of our information came
from materials provided to law
enforcement agencies by professional
informant and two-bit union organizer,
Willie Augustus Somersett. In this
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report ing, Somersett, who died in
1970, is again the chief provider.
Copies of Somersett’s debriefings,

contained in police memos on King,
were furnished us, almost as an
afterthought, by Dade Circuit Judge
Seymour Gelber while he was aiding
our investigation of the Kennedy
assassination. The Dade State
Attorney’s office cannot find its files on
the matter, despite an exhaustive
search undertaken several months ago
at Miami Magazine’s request. Miami
police, through a public information
officer, would only say, “We don’t have
any files on that subject at all. I don’t
know if it was destroyed or what.” :
| ®

Martin Luther King Jr. first went
to Memphis in March, 1968 to help
organize the 1,300 mostly black
sanitation workers who had been
striking since Feb. 12 for higher wages
and better working conditions. While
there, he led a parade on behalf of the
strikers, represented by Local 1733 of
the American Federation of State,
County and Municipal Employees.
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Violence flared and one black youth
was killed, 60 were injured and 200
arrested. Deeply disturbed, King
suspended his activities, but promised
to return to Memphis when the
situation calmed.

®

Somersett’s dour prediction in
Miami came in a confidential
memorandum dated April 25, 1968,
written by former police Lt. Charles H.
Sapp and addressed to Miami’s late
Chief of Police Walter E. Headley.

The memo begins:

“On Wednesday, April 17, 1968,
informant ‘88’ (Somersett’s police code
name) went to Atlanta, Ga. in an effort
to find more information concerning
the death of Martin Luther King. This
informant remained in Atlanta until
April 22 and returned to Miami on
April 23, 1968. Informant contacted me
(Lt. Sapp) and we met in the downtown
area of Miami. This informant states
that on April 1, 1968 he was in
Washington, D.C., attending a
(National) Labor Relations Board
meeting, and when it adjourned he
overheard a conversation between
members of the Longshoremen’s
Union and the Sanitation Workers’
Union in which they discussed the
sanitation workers’ predicament in
Memphis, (the crisis that brought King
to Memphis). One spokesman stated
that ‘when Martin Luther King returns
to Memphis, we don’t have any
alternative but to kill him. He has
stopped being a preacher and is
interfering as a labor organizer and
has caused one riot in Memphis and
one man’s death and that he is hurting
the labor cause rather than helping it.’

“When the informant returned to
Miami on April 4, he heard by the news
media that Martin Luther King had in
fact returned to Memphis and was
going to lead a parade the following
day. This informant feared that he
might be a suspect and questioned
concerning anything that might

Richard Gerstein: big assist

happen to Martin Luther King. He
went to a filling station and garage
operated by Mr. Frank Love, on the
corner of NE 1st Avenue and 10th
Street, and during a conversation, told
him that he believed that Martin
Luther King would be assassinated
that night and stated his reasons for
believing so. This statement was
allegedly made in front of Frank Love
(now dead) and two or three of his
Negro employees at the garage. This
occurred at approximately 4 p.m., after
which King was murdered at
approximately 7 p.m. (EST).

“On April 25 this reporter (Lt.
Sapp) contacted Frank Love at his
place of business and Mr. Love
reluctantly verified the statements
made by the informant. Also, oneofthe
Negro employees, at this time known
only as George, verified the
informant’s statement (George
remains unidentified today).”

What Sapp doesn’t say in the
memo, but told me when I asked him
was that Somersett had made thesame

other motives.”

Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles.

Sen. Kennedy’s name pops up, too

An interesting sidelight appears in the April 25 memo in which Willie
Somersett’s prediction of Martin Luther King’s assassination is recorded. In
the fifth and final paragraph of that memo, Somersett speaks of another
person who would soon be cut down by gunfire, Robert F. Kennedy.

The memo states: “Informant also learned that for some reason Senator
Robert Kennedy is being ‘guarded’ by members of the KKK at all of his public
appearances throughout his presidential campaign. At this time it is not
known if Senator Kennedy is under surveillance for his own protection or for

Kennedy was shot to death on June 5, 1968, in the pantry of the
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Seymour Gelber: initial leads

prediction to him, as well, the day prior
to the murder.

“He called me at my home the
night before King was killed to let me
know that if something happened he
didn’t want to be connected toit,” Sapp
recalled. (Apparently, Somersett
feared his background as a KKK
member and blatant racist made hima
suspect.)

“I don’t think that I told the FBI
before Martin Luther King was
assassinated because the information
he gave me was so vague,” Sapp
continued, “but I know I definitely did
(tell them) after. We also passed on all
subsequent information developed.”

Did Willie Somersett, a veteran
FBI undercover informant, give the
news directly to the FBI prior to the
shooting? Says Sapp, “I couldn’t even
guess if he did . . . but he certainly was
working for the FBI during that time,
as well as with us.”

Martin Luther King Jr. returned to
Memphis on April 3, 1968, and along
with his entourage, checked into the
Lorraine Motel.

That night, in a fiery speech before
2,000 followers, King seemed to know
what fate awaited him. “It really
doesn’t matter with me now,” he
shouted, “because I’ve been to the
mountaintop! And I don’t mind. Like
anybody I would like to live a long life;
longevity has its place. But I'm not
concerned about that now. I just want
to do God’s will! And he’s allowed me to
go up to the mountaintop, and I've
looked over and I've seen the promised
land ... So I’'m happy tonight; I'm not

Please turn to page 45



Continued from page.31

worried about anything; I'm not
fearing any man!”

Within 22 hours this Nobel Peace
Prize winner would be killed on the
balcony of the Lorraine Motel by a
sniper’s bullet that would rip into his
neck and jaw and sever his spinal
column. He would die instantly.

Two months later, after an
international manhunt, James Earl
Ray — habitual criminal, penny-ante
hood and escapee from the Missouri
State Penitentiary — was captured at
London’s Heathrow Airport. On March
10, 1969, he pleaded guilty to first-
degree murder in Dr. King’s death and
was sentenced to 99 years in jail. In
what has come to be called his ‘mini-
trial,’ Ray hinted of a conspiracy.

e .

By 1968, Willie A. Somersett’s
relationship with the FBI had been a
long and enduring one. Independent
accounts given by his brother, Rufus,
and Miami Detective Sgt. Sapp,
indicate the relationship began in the
early 1950s while Somersett served
time for white slavery in a federal
prison in Atlanta. In return for his
good works as a stool pigeon on the
inside, he was released early and
continued to sing for the federals
whenever they called. He later
expanded his clientele to include the
Miami PD, ostensibly, says Sapp,
because he feared and mistrusted the
Bureau.

Perhaps his most important role
came on Nov. 9, 1963 when he and
right-wing extremist Joseph A. Milteer
were tape-recorded by Miami police
undercover agents as Milteer described
President Kennedy’s impending
murder in Dallas. Almost incidentally
during that conversation, Milteer
spoke of an earlier plot to kill King in
Atlanta by one Jack Brown, a Klan
member who reportedly died in 1965.

After King’s death in 1968, this
1963 tape-recording would help trigger
the Miami PD and Dade State
Attorney’s investigation into his
death. Judge Gelber, then an assistant
attorney general for Florida, says
another reason was a similar threat
made in May, 1964 by a former Miami
housepainter, (name withheld), who
Somersett reported, planned to kill
King on May 17, 1964 in Mobile, Ala.

In a letter dated April 9, 1968
Gelber wrote then-U.S. Attorney
General Ramsey Clark, telling him of
these threats. A reply, sent the
following week by one of Clark’s aides,
indicated the FBI had been informed of
Gelber’s statements. Gelber, however,

. never heard from either Clark or the ‘

FBI again.

Throughout the spring and
summer of 1968, at the State of
Florida’s expense, Somersett
continued to explore the King
assassination in trips around the
South. In the additional memos we
have obtained (dated April 30, June 1 1,
July 3, July 8 and August 29) no
mention is ever again made of
Somersett’s prediction. The proposal
for Somersett’s undercover investi-
gations, contained in the April 30
memo written by Sgts. Everett Kay and
E.W. McCracken, simply refers to the
1963 Milteer tape as the basis for

action.
“Informant ‘88’ feels that by

contacting such persons as the above
(Milteer and Brown) information will
be gained as to what extent these
people, if any, are involved in this
assassination.”

The use of “concealed electronic
devices” to taperecord Somersett’s
conversations also was suggested.

It appears that Somersett, out of
contact with Milteer and Brown since
the Kennedy assassination when they
began to suspect he was an informant,
did not know of Brown’s death in 1965.
Despite using the tape-recording as a
rationale for investigating, there is no
real indication that Somersett ever
contacted Milteer on the Martin Luther
King Jr. matter.

According to former Miami Police
Sgt. Everett Kay, surreptitious taping
was tried only once, in Atlanta, and
failed to produce any results. No
memorandum on this particular
incident was ever located.

Perhaps Somersett’s suspicions
about Milteer were valid. In a trip to
Milteer’s home in Quitman, Ga.,in late
July, I found a letter dated April 19,
1968 written to Milteer by Woody
Kerns, his close friend and political
ally (they both belonged to the right-
wing Constitution Party).

In the first paragraph, Kerns, a
West Virginian, makes a cryptic
reference, apparently to the King
assassination.

“Looks as though you (Milteer)
and the hunted suspect were in the
capital area about the same time. They
found a car there — they say.” Kerns
evidently was referring to Atlanta,
where the FBI had recovered a car that
purportedly belonged to King’s killer.

That brief statement is the only
reference to King’s death found amid
the detailed correspondence Milteer
kept. More might have been expected
because Milteer hated King. But no
gloating . . . nothing.

Getting back to Somersett, the 5
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If your Epat Show ticket cost
MORE than $2., in advance,
oz $2.75 at the gate, you’re NOT going
fo the largest in-the-water Boat Chow
in ALL Florida!

See the Greatest Show on Water!

FORT LAUDERDALE
INTERNATIONAL

BOAT SHOW
AT BAHIA MAR

AlA 8outh of Las Olas Blvd. Fort Lauderdale, Florida

October 28, 29, 30, & 31.

Vg
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Free dockage for cruise-in Boat Show guests,
special combination admissions allow you to en-
joy the show and offers luncheon or dinner at
Bahia Mar's elegant Sea View. Or join #s for the
Harvey Wallbanger Brunch, Sunday, the 3lst.
For adw ticket information teleph Mr.
Kaye Pearson (305) 764-7642.

On display will be the above Cheoy Lee Clipper 42
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Only advance ticket holders are eligible for a Grand Prize drawing
opeaing night. Thurs, October 28th. You need not be present to win.

For exkibii information. and advance tickets contact

Yachting Promotions Inc., One Finanaal Plaza, Fort Lauderdale 33394, (305) 764-7642.
Advance tickets: Adults $2 00, childrea 6-12 $1 00 Tax inciuded. children under § frea.
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EDDIE BARCN
is back in the Florida
area.Opening at Doral
Beach Sept.14th.

For further bookings
contact: Sandi Scott,
representing EDDY

in the Florida area.

17070 Collins Ave.
N.Miami Beach, Fla. 33160

(305) 940-7906
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June 11 memo describes trips he made
to South Carolina, New Orleans and
Alabama. In South Carolina,
Somersett met with Belton Mims,
whom he called the first assistant to
the Grand Dragon of the South
Carolina Klan.: The memo indicates
Mims said nothing of King, but did say
a plot to kill the late Congressman
Adam Clayton Powell was in the
works, and suggested Somersett see
Leander Perez, an extreme racist and
political boss in Louisiana, while he
was in New Orleans. When Perez, who
died in 1969, couldn’t be found, Willie
Somersett moved on to Mobile, Ala.,
where he talked with the former Miami
housepainter referred to earlier.

The painter didn’t speak of King
either, at this time, but did describe to
Somersett some terrorist acts he
claimed to have participated in
recently. He also told Somersett plans
were being formulated to kill Charles
Evers, brother of the slain civil rights
leader Medgar Evers.

In the July 3 memo, events turn
once again to Martin Luther King Jr.’s
killing. In it, “88” states that he
traveled again as an agent of the
Miami PD to Memphis on June 21 “and
began circulating around in order to
obtain information in regards to the
assassination of Martin Luther King. ..

“After getting settled in (a) room, I

How to Choose
Your Drinking Water

1. Is it from
a pure source?

2. Does it reach
you as it should?

3. Is it long-estab-
lished or a
“pollution baby?”’

4. Is it widely
accepted?

5. Is it always
the same?

6. Does it
taste good?

7. Can I drink
all I want?

8. Can I drink
it regularly?

The Mountain Valley spring is
covered by a glass dome —
protecting the water even from
air pollution.

Mountain Valley Water is bottled
only in glass, by experts, a full-
time hydrologist in charge.

Mountain Valley has been
constantly in use for more than
100 years.

Mountain Valley is the only
bottled water in demand across
the nation.

Tests covering 60 years show no
appreciable change at any time.

When you taste Mountain
Valley, you'll feel like you're
drinking real water for the very
first time.

If you can drink any liquids at all,
you can drink Mountain Valley.
It’s very “light” on the system.

Many people have been drinking
Mountain Valiey for 40 to 50
years — some for 60 to 70 years.

In short, there’s one exceptional
drinking water waiting for you,

Mountain‘Valley “Water”

FROM HOT SPRINGS, ARK.
CALL 266-6000 FOR HOME DELIVERY

went to the neighborhood where King
was killed and made friends with a
number of poeple, both Negro and
white, and had a few drinks with them
and began discussing this incident
along with other racial matters. I was
introduced to a man by the name of
Charles O. Stevens (sic) at Jim’s Club. ..
who said that he had been questioned
with regards to the killing of Martin
Luther King and he had lied to the
police and FBI, saying he knew
something about it, whereas he did
not.”

Charles Q. Stephens, to whom
Somersett apparently referred, was one
of the State of Tennessee’s chief
witnesses against James Earl Ray.
Harvey Gipson, Stephens’ lawyer,
claims, “Heisghe only witness who can
directly connect Ray to the crime. They
couldn’t have extradited Ray (from
England) without Stephens’
identification.”

Somersett’s statement severely
impeaches Stephens’ credibility, which
has already been under attack by
many critics because of his excessive
drinking. If Stephens truly perjured
himself, the already shaky case
against James Earl Ray is further
damaged. (As a result of his testimony,
Stephens is currently fighting a legal

For an
Uniorgettable
Time 1n Miami

New in town? Here for a short

time? Want to make your next
convention a success? Dreams
Unlimited can help you host your
party or convention, supply yocu with a
male or female escort for that special
event, or just introduce you to a
friend. Our multilingual escort service
is designed with your needs in mind,
and of course, discretion is always

assured.

“‘We must be number two for fun,
cause all the rest c/laim number one.”

| DREALS
‘CHARAITED

CALL 374-2225

Mastercharge

BankAmericard
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WINSOR &
NEWTON
artists’ materials

Over 139 years of accumulaied expertise in manu-
facturing fine artists’ materials has made Winsor &
Newton the most respected name in the art mate-
rial field. Winsor & Newton's Ol Colors, Water
Colors, Sable Hair Brushes and Art Materials are
sought after by professional arusts, amateurs and
art students alike.

These fine Art Materials are sold throughout the
world by Winsor & Newton Dealers. Stop in and
see what we're 30 proud about.

2263 s.w. 37ave.
305-445-1413

and UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Dade County's Only Plant
devoted exclusively to
Drapery & Household Cleaning.
Professional Removing and rehanging.
ALSO: Finest Custom made Draperies
quality controlled by Parisian.

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
CALL 576-2450 for FREE ESTIMATES

24 HOUR 7 DAY PHONE SERVICE

N e
Drapery and Household Cleaning Dept
55 N.W. 29 Street i

battle to collect assorted reward.

monies offered in this case totalling
$100,000.)

In the same July 3 memo, Willie
Somersett also tells of side trips he
made to Whitehaven, Tenn. and
Southhaven, Miss., suburbs of
Memphis.

“I attempted to locate a fellow
(name withheld) who works as a
private detective and ham radio
operator in Whitehaven, Tenn. and is
supposed to be racially involved. I
could not locate him, but my
conversation with people around there
made insinuations to the fact that this
(man) and an unknown deputy sheriff’
may have been involved in jamming
the radio somewhere in the Martin
Luther King case.”

Somersett was confused about this
incident. The CB radios were not
jammed after the shooting, rather false
broadcasts were sent out which drew
attention away from the south side of
the city, where, Ray claims, he fled
during his escape from the scene.
(Perhaps it should be noted here that
Ray, who has long since renounced his
guilty plea, does not deny having been
at the site of the crime. He contends
that he was simply an unwitting
accomplice and that he was later
coerced by his attorney, the famed
Percy Foreman (whom Miamians will
recall from the sensational Candy
Mossler murder trial here) to plead
guilty. Ray’s latest efforts to win a new
trial have been quashed, and he has
stopped appealing.)

Returning to the memos, we find
that on the morning of July 8, 1968,
Somersett received a call from the
previously mentioned Miami
housepainter. The painter spoke of his
rage at the death of a young
schoolteacher, Kathy Ainsworth, who
was shot by police as she allegedly
participated in an attempt to blow up
the home of a prominent Jewish citizen
in Meridian, Miss. Her companion,
Thomas Albert Tarrants III, was
wounded. “X (the housepainter) said
that they are going to set up things in
Mississippi and he is going to kill all
the Jews, niggers and the policemen if
they interfere. ‘We will burn
Mississippi if necessary,” ” X raved.
Tarrants is now serving a 30-year
sentence in Mississippi.

In the final memo of August 29
Somersett describes a meeting with X
in Mobile during which the Ainsworth-
Tarrants incident was discussed.
According to X, not only was Tarrants
being held in the Mississippi bombing
attempt, he also was being
investigated in connection with the

=]
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YOU !

MASTERCHARGE /
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.
Clubs, shows, daytime attractions, museums. . . . .)
There's always something happening in Miami. Be \
part of it Ly not being alone. Make a success of
Your party or convention with our male or female
multilingual escorts. QUALIFIED PERSONAL SERVICES
has your needs in mind and you can be as
sured that discretion is number one.

Qualified Personal Services
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Bay Harbor
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“Make us your
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24 HR. SERVICE
AIR CONDITIONED
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King murder. “X says that the car tha.
was used to jam the police cars on
relaying messages of the killing of
King on Aug. 4 (sic) was a car used by
Thomas Tarrants. X says that they
have information from the police that
Tarrants is talking to the FBI and it
looks as if several people may be
indicted by the federal government in
connection with a bank robbery and
murder in the state(s) of Mississippi
and Tennessee, including himself, X,
who allowed Tarrants to stay at his
home a week or ten days after the
killing of Martin Luther King.” Miami
Magazine has been unable to
determine if X’s information proved
true.

In that same memo of August 29,
Somersett also tells of a meeting with
representatives of Jim Garrison, the
New Orleans district attorney who
gained notoriety for his sensational
JFK murder conspiracy trial.
Garrison’s people were eager to obtain
the fruits of Somersett’s 1963 labors,
but there is no indication that he ever
cooperated with them.

As in the case in Miami
Magazine’s story last month on
President Kennedy’s assassination, we
can only speculate on the real
significance of all this. The list of
specific questions raised is practically
endless, but revolves around one
central issue: What did the FBI do
about this information?

There is no evidence, on the record
or off,to indicate the FBI did anything,
for no mention of these incidents has
ever been made publicly before. When
given the opportunity to comment on
our findings, the FBI refused.

. Thomas L. Wiseman, FBI special
agent in Washington, “assigned in a
supervisory capacity to the Freedom of
Information-Privacy Acts section of
the Records and Management
Division,” says, in an affidavit filed in
response to a Freedom of Information
lawsuit by assassination researcher
Harold Weisberg, that ‘““the only
suspect in the Martin Luther King
assassination was Eric Starvo Galt,
subsequently identified as James Earl
Ray.”
How can this be? Willie Somersett
was a long-time FBI informant and,
according to declassified FBI
documents, the G-men considered him
“reliable.” If so, how could FBI agents
simply ignore the bombshelis he was
dropping in their collective laps? They
must have had more suspectsif, as they
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THE HOTEL MUTINY
AT SAILBOAT BAY .

In the tradition of Europe's great

small hotels. Exquisite attention o

to service and decor. Each suite %
A

a personal unique world of =
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SUL-STCP

of Miamilnc. .
REFLECTIVE FILM

Applied to existing glass to re-
duce heat, glare & fading. In
21 colors.

758-5646
FREE ESTIMATES |
7043 NE 2 Ave., Miami

BBB o
DO IT YOURSELF KITS

=T
Rans dwin 2>

“THE DISCOUNT
EYEGLASS CENTER”

Select from over 1500 styles
and colors

Complete laboratory on
premises

We fill all Dr.s prescriptions
BILTMORE OPTICAL

490 Bitmore Way / Coral Gables, Fla.
448-3171

The Stained Blass

tern
Tiffany Shades by Octavio
N

Now you can buy the finest custom Tiffany
amps direct from the maker and save
dollars. Priced for every pocketbook — they

range from $25.00 to $850.00.
Dadeland Mall Workshop & Showroom
Showroom 4024 SW 57th Ave.
661-0647 661-2850

claim, they conducted a thoroug .

investigation. They must also have
had grave doubts about the reliability
of star witness Charles Stephens.

No one has been as accurate as
Willie Somersett in predicting political
assassinations since the Soothsayer
warned Caesar to “beware the Ides of
March” two millenia ago. The FBI
knew this, but apparently did nothing
about it.

Motivation for this non-action by
the Bureau may have come from the
late J. Edgar Hoover. Itis no secret that
Hoover despised King and used all the
power in his command to try and
thwart King. .

This climate was hardly one in
which to conduct an impartial
investigation.

Because of the revelation of the
attempts to harass Dr. King, the
Department of Justice has been
reviewing the files compiled on King
both before and after his assas-
sination. Until now, Justice officials
have been saying that nothing has
been uncovered which would suggest
that the FBI’s investigation of the
assassination was less than thorough.
Told of Miami Magazine’s findings,
most specifically about Somersett’s
prediction, Michael Shaheen Jr., the
Department of Justice attorney in
charge of internal investigations in
Washington, was stunned.

“This is as interesting a piece of
information as any I've ever heard,” he
said. “I am very interested in receiving
it

There are also other people who
feel, for these and other reasons, that
the King case should be fully and
publicly reopened. The Rev. Bernard
Lee, executive vice president of Dr.
King’s Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, said, “We believe Ray is
not the lone assassin and that Dr. King
was the victim of a well thought-out
conspiracy. We had hoped Ray would
get a new trial, but that did not
materialize. There should be some kind
of new investigation.”

Judge Gelber believes, “All the
avenues haven’t been explored in the
King assassination. The investigation
was cut short by Ray’s guilty plea.
There was no Warren Commission to
publicly air the facts. What is
necessary is a legislative investigation
to satisfy the public that everything
has been looked into.”

Finally, State Attorney Richard
Gerstein, who has spent several hours
aiding us in our dual investigations,
noted wryly, “I don’t believe any
person with even minimal intelligence
believes Ray acted alone or without
help.” M
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CUSTOM CHAIRS &
TABLES

Have it made at Tip Top. Design your
own dinette, or choose from a tre-
mendous stock of decorator designed
chairs, tables & stools, for every room
in the house. From the “plush” to the
“far-out,” they're ready for immedi-
ate delivery. We'll even export it
for you.

Open Mon. thru Fri. 9to 5
Sat.9to 1

576-4422

TIP TOP
Equipment Corp.

4600 NE 2 Ave., Miami
Near Decorator’'s Row
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

g;ﬁ?meng%ww ‘
e No. 2-6603 Miami, Florida
March 25, 1977

RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
‘ON ASSASSINATIONS

- - -~ An.article.appearing in the "Miami Herald"
newspaper, Miami, Florida, dated March 14, 1977, captioned
"KING Panel Might Call Miami Man", is attached hereto.

In regards to certain allegations and statements
contained in the "Miami Herald" newspaper article, the
following is noted:

Miami Office files contain no reference reflecting
receipt of the information allegedly furnished by WILLIAM
SOMERSETT relative to his claim that he- overheard a death
threat at a union affair in Washington as set forth in
said article. 4

In connection with the statement in the article
by CHARLES SAPP, formerly of the Miami Police Department,
a review of Miami files does not show the receipt of any
information from CHARLES SAPP furnished to him by WILLIAM
SOMERSETT. ' '

On March 23, 1977, Supervisor LEONARD C., PETERSON
of the Miami Office of the FBI, who was in periodic contact
with personnel of the Miami Police Department, Intelligence
Division, during 1968, advised that he did not receive
and knows of no other FBI empboyee who received any -
information concerning a death threat against Reverend
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., during that period. -

: This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI z'
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not

to be distributed outside your agency. @6 —Z,?'?—’
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